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Administrative Reports 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 


ITH returning prosperity, the 

activities of state and national 

planning committees are begin- 
ning to bear fruit. Nearly all of such com- 
mittees recommended state aid in generous 
amounts for the support of public libraries, 
and the Library Extension Board of the 
A. L. A. put major effort into advisory 
and information service in this field. 
Vigorous campaigns in a dozen states were 
successful in four. Ohio appropriated 
$150,000 for 1937-39, its second biennial 
appropriation in aid of public libraries. 
Arkansas made a biennial appropriation of 
$64,600 to aid in the establishment of 
county and regional libraries. Michigan 
made provision this year for annual grants 
of $500,000 beginning with the year 1938- 
39, partly for existing libraries and partly 
to stimulate the establishment of library 
service in areas now without it. In Ver- 
mont, a state grant of $25,000 was made 
for regional library service through the 
coérdination of existing small libraries. 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania continue 
their aid for county libraries. Progress in 
state aid for school libraries was marked 
by appropriations of $100,000 in Tennes- 
see and Georgia and of more than 
$250,000 in Louisiana. 

The need for a unit of library organi- 
zation larger than the average county was 
also commonly recognized in state plans. 
Two more such libraries have been estab- 
lished in British Columbia. In Louisiana, 
two regional experiments are being tried 
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with funds from the state board of educa- 
tion and the Louisiana library commission. 
The unified public library service in Prince 
Edward Island, which began as an experi- 
ment with Carnegie Corporation funds 
and is now being continued with a pro- 
vincial appropriation, is, in a sense, a re- 
gional library. Six states now have laws 
permitting the establishment of regional 
libraries while contract provisions in 
county library laws make larger units pos- 
sible in many other states. “Nova Scotia 
has passed an enabling act to provide for 
the support of regional libraries. 

The strengthening of state library ex- 
tension agencies also can be reported. Ap- 
propriations were made for the first time 
in several years in Arkansas; were more 
than doubled in Idaho; nearly doubled in 
Washington and Georgia; and increased 
in several other states. 


RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH 


The National Plan adopted by the 
A. L. A. says: 


University and other libraries for research 
should be closely coérdinated (by voluntary 
codperation and planning) with each other 
and with college, state, and large public li- 
braries, to avoid unnecessary duplication and 
to increase the availability and accessibility 
of needed books, manuscripts, and related 
materials to research workers in all parts of 
the country. 


The Board on Resources of American 
Libraries represents the Association in this 
field of long-time planning. As a first step 
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toward codrdination, this board has been 
interested in the assembling of informa- 
tion concerning what libraries now have. 
Union catalogs, supplementary to the na- 
tional Union Catalog in the Library of 
Congress, have been begun in many places. 

Under the direction of the librarian of 
the Pennsylvania Museum of Art Library, 
a union catalog for sixty-five libraries 
in the Philadelphia metropolitan area, 
with more than four million books, is un- 
der way. At Cleveland, under the super- 
vision of the director of libraries of 
Western Reserve University and Professor 
Robert C. Binkley, more than one hundred 
persons have set about the task of produc- 
ing a union catalog for the region of which 
Cleveland is the center. A useful A. L. A. 
publication on union catalogs was one of 
the results of a conference called by the 
board in Washington, in April, 1936. 

The board’s subcommittee for the 
South, following an exploratory study, is 
now completing an exhaustive survey of 
the resources of all important libraries in 
thirteen southern states. It is hoped that 
other regions will follow this procedure. 
A study of the libraries of Washington, 
D.C., made under the auspices of the 
American Council on Education, has been 
planographed by the A. L. A. Several 
states and one Canadian province in the 
far northwest have appointed a joint com- 
mittee to make a study of resources and to 
plan some sort of codrdination. The 
foundations and the federal government 
are assisting in several of these important 
undertakings. 


MICROPHOTOGRAPHY 


The growing interest of librarians in 
film reproductions resulted last year in the 
creation of an A. L. A. Committee on 
Photographic Reproduction of Library 


Materials. It includes in its membership 
not only librarians but representatives of 
several other non-commercial groups with 
similar interests. M. Llewellyn Raney, of 
the University of Chicago, was chairman 
for 1936-37, and Charles E. Rush, of 


Yale, has accepted the chairmanship for | 


1937-38. ‘The papers presented at the im- 
portant meetings held at the Richmond 
conference under the chairmanship of Dr, 


Raney have been planographed by the | 


Association under the title, Microphotog. 
raphy for Libraries. The committee has 
been most industrious. It has encouraged 


experimentation by private and public | 
It has prepared and caused to | 
be published many articles of interest to | 


agencies. 


librarians and others on general and spe- 
cial phases of its subject. With a grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, and 
with the codperation of the University of 
Chicago and other institutions, it is now 
conducting a microphotographic demon- 
stration at the Paris Exposition. Ma- 
terials needed by American libraries are 
being reproduced on film, and copies will 
be obtainable later from the University of 
Chicago. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 


Some progress has been made toward 
the Association’s objective in the matter 
of federal participation in library develop- 
ment. An appropriation of $25,000 was 
voted by Congress for the year beginning 
July 1, 1936, and renewed for the current 
year, for a Library Service Division in 
the United States Office of Education. It 
was not until the summer of 1937, how 
ever, that the Civil Service Commission 
announced the examinations to fill the 
positions. Consequently, no permanent 
appointment has yet been made, although 
some work has been done by persons on 
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temporary appointment. The Association 
has been glad to respond to the requests of 
the commissioner of education for sugges- 
tions concerning work to be done, both on 
a temporary and on a permanent basis, and 
concerning desirable qualifications for both 
temporary and permanent appointees. 

Another important event in federal re- 
lations was a request received in June from 
the President’s Advisory Committee on 
Education for a statement from the 
A. L. A. on the subject of federal rela- 
tions with libraries. To supervise the 
preparation of this statement, the Execu- 
tive Board at the New York conference 
appointed the following committee: Louis 
R. Wilson, chairman, representing the Li- 
brary Extension Board; Carleton B. 
Joeckel, representing the Committee on 
Federal Relations; Harry M. Lydenberg, 
representing the Board on Resources; and 
Jerome K. Wilcox, representing the Com- 
mittee on Public Documents. Dr. Joeckel 
has worked tirelessly throughout the sum- 
mer on behalf of this committee, and the 
Executive Board has made an appropria- 
tion for the employment of assistants. 
Dean Wilson coéperated by lightening Dr. 
Joeckel’s regular schedule during this 
period. The A. L. A. committee must 
report early in the autumn, as the Advisory 
Committee on Education is asked to have 
its final report ready for consideration 
early in the winter. Among other matters, 
the report of this special committee will 
probably suggest a policy with respect to 
national regional libraries, which were pro- 
posed in a bill introduced in the House of 
Representatives by Ross A. Collins, of 
Mississippi. 

National and state agencies concerned 
with work relief projects have continued to 
provide workers for many library tasks 
for which the regular appropriations made 





no provision. ‘The projects range from 
book repair to bibliographic undertakings 
and rural library extension. —T'wo compe- 
tent librarians have been employed for 
short periods by WPA in Washington as 
consultants on library projects. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


A survey of libraries of Central Amer- 
ica and the West Indies is now being made 
for Tulane University under a Rocke- 
feller Foundation grant. This is not an 
A. L. A. project, but the survey is being 
made by Arthur E. Gropp, who is chair- 
man of the A. L. A. Committee on Library 
Coéperation with Latin America. A proj- 
ect for a system of fellowships for Latin- 
American librarians and_bibliographers 
who may wish to study in the United 
States has been prepared by that committee 
and submitted to a foundation by the 
Executive Board. A few librarians from 
Latin-American countries have recently 
studied in library schools of the United 
States, several of them on fellowships. A 
member of the Library of Congress staff 
has been in Mexico, with an A. L. A. 
grant-in-aid, preparing a guide to Mexican 
public documents. The A. L. A. com- 
mittee is preparing a manual in Spanish 
on library practice in North America. 
The Association has recently purchased for 
distribution to our colleagues in Latin 
America several hundred copies of an ad- 
dress on El Arte de Manejar los Libros, 
delivered by Dr. Homero Seris in Cuba 
last January. 

During the past eighteen months, the 
Association has been represented by one or 
more of its members at the following inter- 
national conferences: 


Congrés International de l’Enseignement 
Primaire et de l’Education Populaire, Paris, 
July 23 to 31, 1937 
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International Library Committee, War- 
saw, Poland, May 31 to June 2, 1936 

World Congress of Universal Documen- 
tation, Paris, August 16 to 31, 1937 

World Federation of Education Associa- 
tions, Tokyo, Japan, August 2 to 7, 1937 


The Chinese Library Association in- 
vited the American Library Association 
to send two American librarians to China 
this year. Dr. William Warner Bishop 
and Dr. Andrew Keogh were designated 
by the Executive Board. The latter found 
it impossible to accept. The situation in 
China has made it necessary for Dr. 
Bishop’s visit to be postponed. 

The A. L. A. Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations is coédperating with the 
International Library Committee (the 
executive committee of the International 
Federation of Library Associations) in ex- 
periments with a form for international 
library statistics and with a code for inter- 
national interlibrary loans. 

The Association was pleased to have 
thirteen visitors from eleven foreign coun- 
tries at its conference in New York City, 
and to receive visits from several of them 
and from others at A. L. A. Headquarters. 
It looks forward with very great interest 
to the forthcoming report on the libraries 
of America by its friend and colleague, 
Dr. Wilhelm Minthe of Norway, a re- 
port which is being prepared for the Car- 
negie Corporation. 


PERSONNEL 


Interesting, important, and no doubt 
to some of us, embarrassing questions are 
arising in the personnel field. Salaries, 
low by any standard, qualifications con- 
sidered, have not kept pace with the rising 
cost of living or with salaries in other pro- 
fessions. We pride ourselves on appoint- 
ments for merit only, but in most cases our 
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merit systems are not legalized or formal. 
ized. For what we consider very good 
reasons, we are opposed to the placing of 
libraries under civil service. However, 
progress in state certification is slow, de- 
spite continued efforts by the Board of 
Education for Librarianship and many 


state committees. The Board on Salaries, | 


Staff, and Tenure (formerly the Commit. 
tee on Salaries, Staff, and Service) is 


charged by the Council with responsibility | 


for giving attention to civil service, staff 
associations, classification and pay plans, 
unemployment, and related matters. 
Nearly a year ago, the Executive Board 
assigned to this committee the investiga 





tion of questions of tenure. This has now | 
been formalized by action of the Council. | 


The board has reported its conviction that 
without funds for investigation it may be 
unable to deal with these questions ade- 
quately. 


The increasing frequency with which | 


these perplexing personnel problems ap- 
pear to be arising suggests that the time 


may be near at hand when library ad- | 


ministrators will have to work out with 
their assistants solutions for some of the 
same problems which are now seriously 
disturbing the relations between employee 
and employer in industry. Library em- 
ployees, along with most other intelligent 
employed persons, are perhaps feeling the 
urge to demand not only better working 
conditions and salaries which will support 
a higher standard of living, but also more 
economic security and a larger part in the 
control of the destinies and policies of the 
agencies or institutions with which they 
are associated. Surely it is not too much 
to hope that the directors of libraries, when 
facing these issues, will recall that the 
modern library movement was reared in 
the liberal democratic tradition. 
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YouTH 


A conference of librarians with leaders 
of other youth-serving organizations was 
called by the Board on Library Service to 
Children and Young People immediately 
preceding the annual conference. It con- 
sidered the needs of youth which can be 
met by libraries, and the influence of read- 
ing and book service on young people. The 
group recognized many problems in com- 
mon, and recommended the encouragement 
of similar local and state groups for dis- 
cussion and coérdination of effort. 


FOUNDATION PARTICIPATION 


The continued and apparently increas- 
ing interest of the educational foundations, 
particularly the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and the General Education Board, in li- 
brary advancement, not only in the United 
States and Canada, but in other countries, 
is gratefully acknowledged. Each year 
large sums are made available for a variety 
of enterprises. During the period covered 
by this report, there were grants for fel- 
lowships, education for librarianship, aid 
to college, junior college, and university 
libraries, aid in the acquisition and exten- 
sion of special collections, for research, 
surveys, bibliographical and publication 
enterprises, buildings and equipment, 
microphotography, and for experiments in 
many of the newer forms of library serv- 
ice. Many other foundation projects— 
in adult education, general education, re- 
search—have been or may be expected to 
be of value to the library movement. 
Whether the grants are made through the 
Association or through some other agency, 
the officers of the Association are always 
happy to put at the disposal of the founda- 
tions such information, advice, and facili- 





ties as the foundations can use to ad- 
vantage. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE A. L. A. 


Action by the Council in December, 
1934, called for a periodic scrutiny of 
Association affairs by a special Activities 
Committee at least once in six years. The 
next report should be received not later 
than 1940. This matter was called to 
the attention of the Executive Board in 
April, with the suggestion that the next 
Activities Committee give particular at- 
tention to the organization of the A. L. A. 
and to its relations with constituent groups 
and other library organizations. Such 
questions as the following were suggested : 

Should we strive for a unified plan of 
organization so that local or state associa- 
tion membership would carry with it mem- 
bership in the A. L. A.? 

Should we undertake a complete reor- 
ganization of our sections, round tables, and 
committees which hold open meetings, with 


a view to achieving more logical depart- 
mentalization? 

Can codperation with the affiliated and 
other national organizations be appropriate- 
ly increased? 

How can the committee set-up be im- 
proved? 

Should the A. L. A. Executive Board be 
made more representative of all library in- 
terests than it usually is under the present 
method of nomination and election? 


On June 26, the Executive Board se- 
lected a chairman of the Activities Com- 
mittee, and authorized the President to 
make further appointments after confer- 
ence with the chairman. It was agreed 
that the committee, in its study, should give 
particular attention to problems of organi- 
zation rather than to headquarters activi- 
ties; that it should be given broad powers; 
and that the committee membership 
should be large enough to represent 
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several groups within the Association. 

This is a large, difficult, and delicate 
problem for the new committee. How- 
ever, some important preliminary work 
has been done by other committees. The 
Committee on Reorganization of the Col- 
lege and Reference Section presented a re- 
port at the New York conference in which 
many questions of importance to the 
whole Association were discussed. The 
Membership Committee, for several 
months, has been exploring the possibili- 
ties of a classification of membership. For 
three years, a special committee has been 
studying ways of improving A. L. A. 
conferences. The Committee on Com- 
mittees has been particularly active during 
the past few years in defining committee 
functions with a view to eliminating du- 
plication and to bringing about proper 
coérdination. The Committee on Con- 
stitution and By-Laws has given attention 
recently to many problems of A. L. A. 
organization. 

On file at A. L. A. Headquarters are 
many letters from officers of state library 
associations, reporting their conclusions 
concerning desirable relations with each 
other and with the A. L. A. Awaiting 
this committee also is a file of replies re- 
ceived on an association appraisal card. 
The form was adapted from one prepared 
by Professor J. B. Edmonson of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. There are ten ques- 
tions in the form, which are intended to 
bring from the member a frank evaluation 
of the professional organization, showing 
his opinion of how it has benefited him 
and promoted activities in which he is in- 
terested. The appraisal cards were sent to 
a random selection of five hundred mem- 
bers. The replies are now being sum- 
marized. Fortunately also for the new 
committee, the Educational Policies Com- 
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mission of the N. E. A. has recently given 
extensive consideration to many of the 
same questions which must be faced by the 
A. L. A., and has reported in a pamphlet 
entitled, 4 National Organization for 
Education. 

The committee is being appointed some 
years in advance of the time when a final 
report is expected, in order that prelimin. 
ary proposals may be discussed by sections, | 
state associations, committees, and indi | 
viduals, before those proposals come wp 
for adoption by the A. L. A. 


REGULAR ACTIVITIES VERSUS SPECIAL 





PROJECTS 


At the budget meeting in September, 
1936, the Executive Board experienced 
its customary difficulty—there was not 
enough money to go around. In particu 
lar, it was difficult to find any consider 
able sum which could be allocated to 
departments, boards, and committees for 
special projects. The board therefore ap- | 
pointed a committee of three members to | 
make an effort to discover whether 
A. L. A. income was being expended in 
ways which would bring maximum results 
and, more specifically, whether too much 
of the income was used to continue present 
activities, leaving too little for new proj 
ects. The committee’s report was given 
preliminary consideration at the New 
York conference and will, no doubt, oc 
cupy a considerable part of the board's 
time at the meeting in October. 

In the analyses of A. L. A. activities 
made by the staff and committee, some 
interesting facts have been disclosed. One 
is that our so-called regular activities do 
not remain the same from year to yeat, 
although the name may remain unchanged. 
An example is the shift in emphasis of the 
Public Library Division during the past 
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few years from county libraries to state 
aid and regional libraries. It has also 
been noted that permanent boards and 
committees, and departments and divisions 
at headquarters, carry through each year 
a considerable number of minor investiga- 
tions and other special projects. A list 
of such projects has been compiled, and 
will be published in the Bulletin as soon 
as space is available. The following sam- 
ples are cited by way of illustration: 

The Personnel Division and the Board 
on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure have under- 
taken to assemble during 1937 the impor- 
tant facts about laws, regulations, and 
ordinances affecting tenure of school and 
college teachers and other public em- 
ployees; and also the facts concerning the 
practice of other organizations in dealing 
with dismissals which appear to be un- 
justified. 

The special membership assistant is 
compiling information concerning the 
practice of colleges, universities, and other 
associations, in the solicitation of small 
gifts, large gifts, endowments, and be- 
quests. The adult education assistant has 
completed two studies this year, one on 
The Library in the TVA Adult Educa- 
tion Program and the other on the 
Printed Page and Public Platform: A 
Study of the Relation of Reading to 
Forums and Discussion. The former has 
been published by the A. L. A., and the 
latter will be published soon by the United 
States Office of Education. Mimeo- 
graphed pamphlets on state aid, state 
agencies, and regional libraries are sam- 
ples of the results of other special inquiries 
in the Public Library Division. 

With a special grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, the Board of 
Education for Librarianship and its staff 
have completed or begun several important 





special projects during the past year. The 
board has also administered a special grant 
from the General Education Board to four 
Negro colleges for a program of training 
Negro teacher-librarians. 


CoMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 


It would be unnecessarily repetitious to 
call attention in this report to all of the 
important accomplishments of A. L. A. 
committees and boards. Some have been 
mentioned. The following are chosen as 
additional samples to indicate the variety 
of activities. 

As a result of its good work in the past, 
the Public Documents Committee now 
finds itself in the fortunate position of 
being asked to plan a study of the whole 
document library depository system with 
a view to making recommendations to gov- 
ernment officials and to Congress. The 
new Committee on Archives and Li- 
braries has explored the fields of interest 
to both groups and has outlined a tenta- 
tive program for what ought to be profit- 
able codperation. The Bookbinding Com- 
mittee, and particularly those members of 
it who serve on a joint committee with 
the Library Binding Institute, has dealt 
constructively but conservatively with 
some of these delicate problems which arise 
when a professional and a commercial or- 
ganization attempt codperation. 

The chairman of the Committee on Li- 
brary Radio Broadcasting, in addition to 
her other duties, has undertaken the prep- 
aration of a pamphlet on existing and pos- 
sible relations between libraries and broad- 
casters. The Committee on Work with 
the Blind has codperated effectively with 
the American Foundation for the Blind 
and the Library of Congress in matters 
affecting the production of books in Braille 
and of “Talking Books.” Trustee and 
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citizen interest in general library develop- 
ment has been successfully fostered by the 
Membership Committee, the Special 
Membership Committee, the Publicity 
Committee, the Library Extension Board, 
and perhaps others. 


DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 


On the recommendation of the special 
Committee on Coéperation with the Lake 
Placid Educational Foundation, the 
Executive Board this year has completed 
arrangements with the trustees of that 
foundation which will give librarians a 
larger part than they have previously 
had in controlling the destiny of the 
Decimal Classification. On nomination 
of the A. L. A. Executive Board, Milton 
J. Ferguson, of Brooklyn, has been elected 
a trustee of the Lake Placid Educational 
Foundation and chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Decimal Classification. Three 
additional members of that committee of 
seven will be appointed by the foundation 
on the nomination of the A. L. A. Execu- 
tive Board, and this committee, with only 
very general supervision from the Lake 
Placid trustees, will be responsible for 
what happens to the Decimal Classifica- 
tion hereafter. 


Tue H. W. Witson Company 


For some time the Executive Board and 
H. W. Wilson have carried on conversa- 
tions and correspondence concerning the 
future of the H. W. Wilson Company. 
The interest of the Executive Board is to 
assure, so far as that may be possible, the 
continuance indefinitely of the policy which 
Mr. Wilson himself has established and 
maintained. ‘Thus far the negotiations 
have resulted in the signing of a joint 
agreement which permits the Executive 
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Board to designate a representative who 
will attend meetings of stockholders and 
of the Board of Directors of the Wilson 
Company, have access to all records, be 
free to participate in discussions, and re. 
port from time to time to the American 
Library Association. Louis J. Bailey, of 
Queens Borough, has been appointed as 
the first A. L. A. representative for a 
three-year term. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The Editorial Committee and the staf | 
of the publishing department at _head- 
quarters have been engaged for some years 
in the task of constructing a publishing | 
program. The first step was the definition | 
and limitation of the field. Since that | 
step was taken, the committee has con- 
sidered hundreds of suggestions, held doz- 
ens of conferences with other A. L. A. 
committees or groups, and conducted an 
extensive correspondence with individuals. | 
The purposes are to discover in advance 
what the profession needs and to have the 
publications ready when needed ; and to ar- 
range for the receipt of manuscripts from 
month to month and year to year so that 
they may be handled efficiently by the edi- 
torial and sales staffs. It is thought that 
success in the achievement of these objec- 
tives will contribute also to the financial 
stability of the publishing activities. 

The Booklist begins its thirty-fourth 
volume (September, 1937) as a semi- 
monthly publication at a slight increase in 
price. This long-desired change was made 
on the recommendation of the Booklist 
staff and with the unanimous approval of 
the Editorial Committee, of a special con- 
mittee of the Executive Board, and of the 
Executive Board as a whole. 

With a generous grant from the Car | 
negie Corporation of New York, revision | 
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of the 4. L. A. Catalog Code is now going 
rapidly forward. A preliminary edition 
of a glossary of library terms is expected 
within the next few months from the 
Committee on Library Terminology, 
which has also received Carnegie Corpora- 
tion assistance. 


THE STAFF 


Harold H. Laskey, who has been ad- 
vertising solicitor for the Booklist for some 
years, and who continues to give about 
half-time to that work on a commission 
basis, has now been added to the publica- 
tions staff, in charge, under Mr. Fontaine, 
of sales and advertising. Margaret Willis, 
formerly of the St. Louis Public Library 
staff, is now one of the assistant editors of 
the Booklist. Charles E. Butler, assistant 
to the secretary, resigned in August to 
study at the University of Chicago Grad- 
uate Library School. He has been suc- 
ceeded by Edwin E. Williams, graduate 
of the University of California Library 
School and formerly assistant in the Uni- 
versity of California Library. William 
H. Clift, statistical assistant, was lent to 
the United States Office of Education dur- 
ing the spring for work on a uniform 
statistical report blank. Jewel C. Hard- 
kopf, assistant in the Membership Depart- 
ment, resigned in July to accept a position 
as assistant in the circulation department 
of the New York Public Library. Esther 
Wendell, who resigned her position as 
headquarters librarian in the spring of 
1936, was succeeded by Harriette L. 
Greene, formerly reference assistant, 
Newark (N.J.) Public Library. 

By recent action of the Executive Board, 
members of the headquarters staff over 
forty-four years of age are now participat- 
ing in the A. L. A. annuity plan on a 
contributory basis. Members of the staff 





also participate in a group insurance plan, 
and many of them are participating in a 
hospital plan. A credit union was or- 
ganized by the staff during the year. 
There is also an active Staff Committee. 


HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 


The Executive Board renewed its lease 
at 520 North Michigan Avenue for sev- 
eral years and has now taken over the 
entire ninth floor. 


THE BupcetT 
The financial condition of the A. L. A. 


is improving slightly. For details, mem- 
bers are referred to the treasurer’s report 
and budgets, as published in the December, 
1936, issue of the Bulletin, to the article 
on the “A. L. A. and Its Money” in the 
May, 1937, Bulletin, and to the financial 
statement printed on the following pages. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The total membership of the Association 
continues the steady growth that has 
marked the period since 1934. It is a con- 
vincing indication of the organization’s 
sound health that nearly twelve thousand 
loyal members continued their support 
throughout the depression and that im- 
provement in conditions has brought 
enough recruits to produce a net increase 
of more than two thousand. Since the 
activities of the Association depend upon 
contributions of labor and time from the 
members as essentially as upon their finan- 
cial support, it is encouraging to find, in 
the all-time record registration of 5,313 at 
the New York conference, and in the many 
accomplishments recorded in the reports 
that follow, proof that numerical growth 
of the membership is accompanied by gen- 
uine interest and active participation. 

Cart H. Mixam, Secretary 
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ACTIVITIES IN EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


Thirteenth —Annual Report of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship 
For the Period February 1, 1936, to July 37, 1937 


PPORTUNITIES to renew con- 
() tacts with accredited library 

schools and to visit others, to com- 
plete an investigation of teacher-librarian 
training agencies, to sponsor an experiment 
in training Negro teacher-librarians, to as- 
sist in the advancement of certification of 
librarians, to survey education for libra- 
rianship in one large state, to sponsor 
studies in its special field, to join other pro- 
fessional groups in discussion of various 
aspects of the preparation of librarians— 
these activities marked the period of this 
report as one of special progress for the 
Board of Education for Librarianship. 


THE Liprary SCHOOLS 


A grant for special work of the board, 
first received from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York in 1935, and renewed 
in 1936, permitted the board to make 
official visits to ten accredited library 
schools which had not been visited for 
several years and to send two representa- 
tives for the inspection of four other 
schools. In addition, informal visits not 
involving accreditation were scheduled to 
ten library schools in connection with other 
trips. All accredited library schools have 
been visited within the last three years, 
with the exception of four schools with 
which the board has had informal contacts. 

The value of personal contacts with the 
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library schools may not always be apparent 
to the profession at large. The relations | 
of a library school to the institution of | 
which it is a part, the personnel of the | 
groups of students as they change from | 
year to year, the physical conditions under 
which a library school operates, the atti- 
tudes of faculty toward their own courses 
and to education for librarianship in gen- 
eral, their plans for advanced study, sug- | 
gest aspects of a library school which 
cannot be judged fairly except by personal 
knowledge. The board is impressed by 
the variety of approaches to such problems 
as selection of students, the building of a 
curriculum or provision for post-profes- 
sional education, and the continuous ef- 
forts toward improvement which are evi- 
dent in so many of the schools visited. 
There are hopeful signs that professional 
courses for librarians are not fixed and 
wholly traditional, but that the spirit of 
critical evaluation and experimentation is 
abroad. Curricula are being reorganized 
in several library schools, as at Columbia 
University and Drexel Institute, and show 
a tendency to depart from the traditional 
pattern of courses of narrowly limited con- 
tent, as at the University of Denver and 
Emory University. New courses and new 
terminology in their titles at New Jersey 
College for Women and New York State 
College for Teachers, Albany, and else 
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where, reflect a recognition of progressive 
trends in library services and organization. 
Opportunity for individual investigation 
of some special aspect of librarianship is 
provided by some of the library schools, 
for example, the University of Michigan. 
Projects have been introduced to vitalize 
courses which tend, even under the best 
conditions, to become largely theoretical. 
In working out such projects students are 
using methods which will carry over into 
actual library work, for example, evaluat- 
ing books in relation to readers with whom 
they are personally in contact at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, University of 
Illinois, and Kansas State Teachers Col- 
lege of Emporia, or cataloging a book col- 
lection brought in from some small library 
and putting it into working order at Pratt 
Institute, Emory University, and George 
Peabody College for Teachers. A few 
schools, the University of Chicago, Uni- 
versity of California, and others, are offer- 
ing formal courses in special fields or are 
conducting institutes to stimulate librari- 
ans in service to continue their professional 
education. Others, including Syracuse 
University and George Peabody College 
for Teachers, are offering library instruc- 
tion to qualified students in other depart- 
ments of the institution as a contribution 
to their preparation for teaching or service 
in other fields than librarianship. 
Differences in organization and method 
continue to be a feature of the library 
schools. The board believes that such dif- 
ferences are important in keeping the 
schools flexible and alert to changes in the 
library and educational worlds and, when 
justified by the self-imposed objectives of 
the individual schools and the particular 
needs of the areas they serve, are to be en- 
couraged in the interest of progress. The 
years just ahead will doubtless see even 





sharper distinctions between the purposes 
of library schools. Those which draw 
largely from states or regions that are 
somewhat slow in library development 
may, with reason, present instruction 
adapted more to libraries in their own areas 
than to service in large and well established 
libraries or for specialized service through 
advanced study. The best test of a library 
school must continue to be the ability of 
its graduates as proved in their profes- 
sional careers. 

Survey of education for librarianship in 
California. An unusual opportunity to 
study education for librarians in a single 
state was afforded in California, where the 
establishment of another library school in 
the fall of 1936 brought many questions 
of professional education into new prom- 
inence. Early in 1937 the chairman and 
secretary of the board visited the four 
library schools of the University of Cali- 
fornia, University of Southern California, 
San Jose State College, and Riverside Pub- 
lic Library, and also the University of 
California at Los Angeles, where summer 
courses are regularly offered by the School 
of Librarianship at the University of Cali- 
fornia. Ninety librarians and educators 
were interviewed in regard to the success 
of existing schools in meeting library needs 
in the state, desirable changes in prepara- 
tion of librarians, possible developments in 
library service which might influence train- 
ing in the future, and similar practical as- 
pects. Opinions and data obtained from 
the directors and faculty of the library 
schools, librarians from libraries of all 
types, educators representing the state de- 
partment of education and various educa- 
tional institutions, and officers of all 
library organizations in the state were sum- 
marized at a small meeting at the close of 
the survey, attended by representatives of 
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the library schools and institutions con- 
cerned and of library organizations. A 
report approved by the Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship at the New York 
conference has been submitted to these in- 
stitutions and organizations. 

Specialization in training. As the prac- 
tice of librarianship becomes more highly 
specialized, the demand for training for 
special library services grows proportion- 
ately. Far more than in any other field of 
librarianship, specialization in preparation 
for school library service has spread beyond 
the library schools to agencies catering to 
narrowly localized areas. That demands 
for such preparation are likely to continue, 
and even to increase, is a matter of much 
concern to many librarians and educators 
who foresee the establishment of school 
library training agencies in most states. 

The training of children’s librarians, on 
the contrary, is receiving somewhat less at- 
tention than in earlier years when library 
work with children was a popular field of 
specialization. The Board on Library 
Service to Children and Young People has 
recorded its position in a resolution to the 
Board of Education for Librarianship, 
which recommends further study of the 
elements needed and job analyses of the 
work with young people in schools and 
public libraries and of work with children 
of the elementary grades in schools and 
public libraries. The resolution points 
also to the need for providing in-service 
training and the importance of encourag- 
ing librarians to avail themselves of such 
training. A meeting of the two boards 
to consider further the training of chil- 
dren’s librarians is contemplated. 

Library schools in the first wave of post- 
depression expansion are entering new 
fields of training to satisfy long insistent 
requests for specialized courses or to sup- 
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plement their general curricula. The Uni- 
versity of Minnesota began a course for 
hospital librarians in the spring of 1937; 
the University of California has intro- 
duced summer courses in library work with 
children and school library work and is 
now giving them both at Berkeley and Los 
Angeles; the University of Chicago in 
1936 and 1937 summer quarters has con- 
ducted institutes and seminars which have 
opened new vistas to librarians in service; 
Columbia University offered first, in the 
summer of 1937, a course in law librarian- 
ship; Louisiana State University now 
gives a course on larger library units, 
county and regional. In other library 
schools specialization is provided not only 
through courses and seminars, but by 
means of projects for individual students. 

To clarify its thinking on the need for 
specialization in training, the board invited 
committees representing important groups 
of special librarians to joint meetings dur- 
ing the New York conference—the Com- 
mittee on Training and Recruiting of the 
Special Libraries Association, the Execu- 
tive Board of the American Association of 
Law Libraries, the A. L. A. Hospital 
Libraries Committee, and officers of the 
Music Library Association. The results 
of these conferences were published in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, August, 1937. 


PREPARATION OF TEACHER-LIBRARIANS 


In three ways efforts were continued to 
clarify the objectives and methods of pre- 
paring teacher-librarians for service in 
small schools. 

The work of the 4. 4. T. C.-A. L. A. 
Joint Committee, appointed in 1934 to 
study library instruction in teachers col- 
leges and normal schools, culminated, in 
1936, in a report, How Shall We Educate 
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Teachers and Librarians for Library Serv- 
ice in the Schools? published by the Colum- 
bia University Press. —I'wo hundred copies 
were distributed gratis by the American 
Association of Teachers Colleges to its 
member institutions and a similar number 
by the board. The report has been favor- 
ably received by institutions interested in 
giving library instruction as a part of the 
preparation of teachers and _teacher- 
librarians. Of particular help to them is 
the suggested curriculum appended to the 
report. ‘This outline and a statement of 
appropriate terminology were prepared by 
a seminar group at Columbia University, 
School of Library Service, directed by Lu- 
cile F. Fargo in 1935-36, in which the 
work of the committee was centralized for 
that year. 

Assisting the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, the board 
sponsored an experimental program of 
summer instruction for Negro teacher- 
librarians under a grant from the General 
Education Board. ‘The need for courses 
to prepare Negro teachers for library serv- 
ice in small schools was discussed during 
the 1936 meeting of the N. E. A. De- 
partment of Superintendence with repre- 
sentatives of the General Education Board, 
Rosenwald Fund, American Library As- 
sociation and United States Office of Edu- 
cation, state school library supervisors, and 
state agents of Negro education. Four 
institutions—Atlanta University, Fisk 
University, Hampton Institute, and Prai- 
tie View State College—were selected as 
offering desirable library facilities and con- 
venient location. 

Details of the experiment have been 
worked out codperatively to an unusual de- 
gree. A proposed plan based on general 
decisions of the group of consultants was 


submitted by the A. L. A. to the General 
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Education Board and resulted in a grant 
of $19,000. This grant and the program 
in general are being administered by the 
Board of Education for Librarianship. 
The curriculum has been outlined and 
student quotas allotted from various states 
by the instructors in joint conferences with 
the state school library supervisors under 
the leadership of Florence R. Curtis, direc- 
tor, Hampton Institute Library School, 
who has also personally inspected the 
agencies when courses were in progress. 
Final plans for the 1936 session were de- 
cided at meetings of the instructors and 
state school library supervisors with repre- 
sentatives of the General Education Board 
and Board of Education for Librarianship 
at the Richmond conference ; general plans 
for 1937 and 1938 were discussed by a 
similar group at the 1936 Midwinter con- 
ference. Students have been nominated by 
state agents of Negro education and state 
supervisors of school libraries. 

Twenty-five students began their study 
at each institution in the summer of 1936 
and are completing the curriculum of 
twelve semester hours in 1937. A second 
group of twenty-five beginning students 
has been admitted at each agency in 1937 
and will complete the courses in 1938. 
The two hundred teacher-librarians who 
will have benefited by the instruction in 
the three summers are widely scattered 
throughout the area of the Southern Asso- 
ciation in schools eligible for rating by that 
association. The value of the instruction 
is said to be evident even now, both in 
the better organization and acquisition of 
library materials in these schools and in 
the greater appreciation of libraries among 
the school administrators, many of whom 
have visited the summer courses to seek 
help in planning library service for their 
schools. 
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The grant received from the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York for special work 
permitted the completion of the survey of 
teacher-librarian training agencies begun 
in 1935. Eleven agencies giving less than 
one-half year of instruction in library sci- 
ence were visited for the board by Helen 
D. Waller, an experienced school librarian. 
The report of her survey combined with 
that made earlier by the staff of the board 
was published in April, 1937, under the 
title, The Preparation of Teacher-Libra- 
rians. ‘The pamphlet has been distributed 
to librarians and educators, library schools 
and other training agencies, and groups 
particularly concerned with library service 
in schools. 


SPECIAL STUDIES 


A generous grant received from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York for 
subsidy of special studies brought the re- 
sponsibility of selecting projects of both 
immediate and lasting value. Subjects for 
investigation summarized in the last an- 
nual report of the board were submitted 
to the faculty of library schools with a 
request for an evaluation of their im- 
portance. These opinions and the results 
of a review of studies and projects bear- 
ing on education for librarianship, par- 
tially completed by the secretary of the 
board in the summer of 1936, gave back- 
ground for the choice of three studies to 
be made under the grant. 

Francis R. St. John, New York Public 
Library, investigated internships as a 
method of education in other professions 
and in June, 1937, submitted a tentative 
report to the board. A study of post- 
professional education for librarians has 
been arranged with the Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, where 
Helen F. Pierce, librarian, Modesto (Cali- 
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fornia) Junior College, will devote major 
time to the project in 1937-38. Surveys of 
education for librarianship in several states, 
to be combined with a study of library per. 
sonnel, are being planned with the expecta- 
tion that they will be made in 1937-38, 
The study of projects and experiments in 
education for librarianship begun by the 
secretary of the board in 1936 has contin- 
ued during the year in the collection of 
additional material. A final report is ex- 
pected in the fall of 1937. 

Under its grant for special work, also 
received from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, the board authorized com- 
pletion of the survey of teacher-librarian 
training agencies, the survey of education 
for librarianship in California, and other 
activities mentioned under subject. An 
inquiry into exchanges in library positions 
was completed by a special committee ap- 
pointed in 1935. ‘The report received at 
the New York conference will require fur- 





ther consideration by the board in con- | 
junction with the Board on Salaries, Staff, | 


and Tenure. 

A joint committee with the Professional 
Training Section outlined a study of train- 
ing agencies other than library schools. It 
is hoped that certain aspects may be cov- 
ered in the study of library personnel men- 
tioned elsewhere. 


CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS 


Certification gained ground during the 
period not only in the passage of laws in 
Virginia, Georgia, and Tennessee, but 
chiefly in the spread of interest among 
librarians themselves. If the open meet- 
ing held at Richmond by the board in 
conjunction with the League of Library 
Commissions and the National Associa- 
tion of State Libraries can be accepted 
as an indication, librarians are generally 
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more familiar with certification and are 


institutions must be legally certificated. 
accepting it as a means of advancing libra- 


School librarians in twenty-three states and 
rianship as a profession. Reprints of some the District of Columbia are certificated 
of the papers there presented and of arti- chiefly through rulings of state depart- 
cles published by the board in the A. L. A. ments of education. 

Bulletin and other library periodicals were 

combined in a pamphlet, Regarding Certi- MIscELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 
fication, which has had wide and continu- 
ous distribution. This pamphlet and 
reprints of Why Certification have been 
used effectively in several state campaigns. 


Contacts with organizations having simi- 
lar purposes continued through membership 
on joint committees, meetings attended or 


conducted jointly, and correspondence on 
The summary of certification laws and questions of mutual interest. Open meet- 


voluntary plans was revised in July, 1936, ings were scheduled jointly with the Pro- 
with considerable expansion of the infor- fessional Training Section and with the 
mation contained; another revision in the League of Library Commissions and Na- 
summer of 1937 will again bring the sum- _ tional Association of State Libraries at the 
mary up to date. Richmond conference. The A. L. A. Com- 
Information on certification and the ad- mittee on Salaries, Staff, and Service, the 
vice of the staff of the board were sought Committee on Education for Law Librari- 
by state groups engaged in drafting bills anship of the American Association of Law 

. | for legislative action or in framing rules Libraries, the Music Library Association, 
Z and regulations. Copies of plans and laws the A. L. A. Hospital Libraries Committee, 
of other states were circulated to many of and the Committee on Training and 
these groups. States receiving assistance Recruiting of the Special! Libraries Asso- 
included Arizona, California, Connecticut, ciation met with the board. Meetings at- 





Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisi- tended by representatives of the board in- 
; ana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, cluded those of the A. L. A. Committee on 
, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mex- Library Terminology, which also received 
; ico, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South _ service from headquarters through the staff 
: Dakota, Tennessee, and Texas. Speakers of the board, Annual Congress of Medical 
7 


were suggested for two state library meet- Education and Licensure, American Coun- 
ings and a member of the board spoke at _ cil on Education, American Municipal As- 





another. The emphasis on certification in sociation, and North Central Association. 
* the year’s program of the A. L. A. Trus- Information was furnished the Association 
* tees Section is acknowledged with appre- of American Library Schools, several state 
it ciation. boards of education, National League of 
1g As this report goes to press, seven states Nursing Education, Institute of Women’s 
7 legally certificate librarians in municipal, Professional Relations, Institute of Inter- 
ts county, and regional libraries; in two national Education, National Occupational 
ry states these provisions apply to librarians Conference, N. E. A. Research Division, 
* of municipal and county libraries; in one United States Office of Education, Na- 
ed state to municipal libraries only, and in tional Research Council, United States 
lly seven states to county libraries only. In Civil Service Commission, and other or- 


four states librarians of state educational ganizations. 
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As in other years, information on stand- 
ards and courses for library training 
agencies has been sought by colleges and 
universities in all parts of the country. 
Requests for similar information and on 
opportunities in library work from individ- 
uals, vocational advisers, librarians, and 
representatives of organizations show a 
steady and widening interest in librarian- 
ship. The monthly average of requests— 
135—was larger than in any other period, 
with a peak of 223 requests in March, 
1937- 

Fourteen institutions received special 
advice on proposed programs of instruc- 
tion. The board considers it advisable 
here to state its position on its dual ob- 
ligation to serve both as an advisory group 
and as an accrediting body. Advisory 
service is informal and without relation 
to the accrediting function of the board, 
which is formal and based upon the suc- 
cessful operation of a training agency of 
any type, not on plans for the establish- 
ment or the improvement of instruction in 
the field of librarianship. 

To aid in bringing librarianship to the 
attention of superior college students, Ex- 
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ceptional Abilities in Librarianship was 
printed by the courtesy of Enoch Pratt 
Free Library and distributed to about four 
hundred college presidents. A series of 
articles on methods of teaching in library 
schools was initiated by “The Teaching of 
Cataloging and Classification” by Mar. 
garet Mann, a member of the board. 
Organization of the board. Keyes DP, 


Metcalf served as chairman during the | 


period of this report. The membership 
was changed in August, 1936, by the re. 
tirement of Joseph L. Wheeler and the 
appointment of Charles H. Compton by 
the Executive Board for the term ending 
1941. Business meetings were held in 
Chicago, November 15-16, 1936, and in 
connection with the Richmond conference 
in May, 1936, the Midwinter conference 
in December, 1936, and the New York 
conference in June, 1937. 

Keyes D. Metcatr, Chairman 

Cuaries H. Compton 

MarcareT MANN 

Sypney B. MitcHELL 

ELeAnor M. WITMER 

Anita M. Hostetter, Secretary 


1A. L. A. Bulletin, 30: 285-90, 322, May, 1937. 











APPENDIX 


ACCREDITED LIBRARY SCHOOLS 


The Board of Education for Librarianship has classified and accredited the following 
library schools now in existence, in accordance with the Minimum Requirements for 
Library Schools adopted by the Council of the A. L. A. in October, 1933." Classifica- 
tion as Type I, Type II, or Type III neither includes nor implies a comparative rating 
or grading of the schools. The schools are listed alphabetically by the italicized name 
in common usage, followed by dates of establishment and classification. 


New York State College for Teachers, 4/bany, Department of Librarianship (1926) 
Type IIIt 

University of California, School of Librarianship (1919) Type I 

University of Chicago, Graduate Library Schoolt Type I 

Columbia University, School of Library Service (1887) Type I 

University of Denver, School of Librarianship (1931) Type III 

Drexel Institute, School of Library Science (1892) Type II 

Emory University, Library School (1905) Type II 

Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Library School (1928) Type IIIt 

Hampton Institute, Library School (for Negroes), (1925) Type II 

University of Illinois, Library School (1893) Type I 

Louisiana State University, School of Library Science (1931) Type II 

McGill University, Library School (1927) Type II 

University of Michigan, Department of Library Science (1926) Type I 

University of Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction (1928) Type III 





i a | | oO ed 


ry New Jersey College for Women, Library School (1927) Type III 
University of North Carolina, School of Library Science (1931) Type II and Type 
III 


University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science (1929) Type III 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Library School (1928) Type IIt 

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh (1901) 
Type II 

Pratt Institute, School of Library Science (1890) Type III 

College of St. Catherine, Library School (1929) Type III 

Simmons College, School of Library Science (1902) Type II and Type III 

Syracuse University, School of Library Science (1908) Type IT 

University of Toronto, Library School (1928) Type IT§ 

University of Washington, School of Librarianship (1911) Type IT 

Western Reserve University, School of Library Science (1904) Type II 

University of Wisconsin, Library School (1906) Type III 





* Proceedings of the fifty-fifth Annual Conference, pages 610-13. 
t Accredited for training school librarians only. 

Established 1926; opened 1928. 

Curriculum leading to degree only is accredited. 
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COORDINATING SCHOOL, CHILDREN’S, 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIBRARY 
SERVICE 


Fifth cAnnual Report of the Board on Library Service 
to (hildren and Young People 


For Nineteen Months Ending August 31, 1937 


of the School and Children’s Li- 

brary Division, the report of the 
Board on Library Service to Children and 
Young People is necessarily a review of 
beginnings. At the same time, it is con- 
cerned with progress and developments in 
three established fields of library service: 
library work with children, school library 
service, and library work with young 
people. 

In each of these fields there is a present 
impetus to extension of service and to the 
adaptation of existing services to better 
meet needs and objectives. A quantity 
gauge of the field to be covered shows 
32,392,749 children of elementary and 
high school age in the country. To these, 
library service should be available. At 
present some type of public library service 
is available to about two-thirds of these 
young people, and in more than one-quar- 
ter of the high schools, libraries are re- 
ported. If the proportion were reduced to 
include only those libraries which have per- 
sonnel and book collections adequate and 
suitable for the community they serve, it 
would be discouraging. A quality measure 
would point out the many examples of good 
service and, also, the many other libraries 
where there is intense need for increased 
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support, qualified personnel, adequate 
quarters, and competent supervision. 


ComMMon AIMS 


The concentration in the new head- 
quarters division of projects and advisory 
service in the various fields of work with 
children and young people has served as 
an emphasis of their common objectives 
and of their necessary and desirable inter- 
dependence. Library work with children 
is considered in relation to school libraries 
and in relation to the manner in which 
young people are introduced to adult use 
of the library, the phase of work usually 
called young people’s library service. Cor- 
respondingly, school libraries are thought 
of in connection with the public library 
situation. In a community without public 
libraries, they have added responsibilities 
and functions, and endeavor not only to 
provide pupils and faculty with reading 
and reference needs, but at the same time 
hope to teach the importance of public 
library service and show the ways and 
means of working for the kind of public 
library which would most satisfactorily 
meet community needs. Young people’s 
library work is observed in relation to the 
library experience the patrons have had 
as children in the public library, the extent 
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of individualized service which they will 
receive as adults, and the extent and type 
of service which is available from school 
libraries. 

Coincident with the establishment of the 
division and partly, perhaps, because of 
it, there has come an increased interest on 
the part of several states and cities to re- 
consider the entire library service to youth 
of all ages and through conference and 
planning, to work toward a greater co- 
ordination of present services. Where 
there is already good codrdination of school, 
children’s, and young people’s, service, 
there has been a re-analysis of functions 
and possible services, and more effective 
relationships have often resulted. Several 
states and local communities have groups 
working to bring about more effective 
coéperation between school library service 
and public library service to children and 
young people. One state conducted a 
series of five regional conferences on young 
people’s reading, inviting to these meetings 
not only librarians, but teachers, school 
administrators, scout and club leaders, 
guidance workers, and others who had a 
serious interest in reading guidance and 
availability through libraries of good books 
for young people. Here again the inter- 
relation and supplementing of school and 
public library service was emphasized. 

From the experience of these groups and 
from that of the division staff, it is evident 
that a major need is a better mutual under- 
standing of the purposes and functions of 
all library agencies working with children 
and young people in any specific area. 
Programs which promote such understand- 
ing constantly publicize and explain the 
service of the individual library, and 
continuously seek information about all 
agencies, libraries and other organiza- 
tions which are working with chil- 
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dren and young people in the community, 

To further such understanding the 
board wished to know more of desirable 
library services to youth and to work with 
other youth-serving organizations to make 
those services better understood and more 
readily available. The plan suggested to 
the A. L. A. Executive Board was ap- 
proved, and the Board on Library Service 
to Children and Young People was re- 
quested to arrange a discussion round table 
to precede the New York conference. Un- 
der the leadership of Ralph Munn, the 
question, “How Can Libraries Meet the 
Needs of Youth,” was discussed by a group 
of librarians, who represented various types 
of service, and a group of representatives 
of some fifteen other social service agencies. 

The discussion was prefaced by a paper 
by Homer P. Rainey, director of the 





American Youth Commission of the | 


American Council on Education. His 
presentation of the needs and interests of 
young people emphasized especially those 
in which reading does or can have some 
significant part. The findings of the com- 
mission’s recently completed survey of 
youth in Maryland were the source of 


many examples, and Mr. Munn made them | 


the starting points for several parts of the 
ensuing discussion. 
recognition by the group that all social 
service agencies represented are actively 


There was a general | 


concerned with some phases of the guid- | 


ance of young people; that reading guid- 


ance and library service are a part of acom- | 


plete program; that the problems of pro- 
viding reading materials which are 
suitable and will be used are actively of 
interest to all agencies represented; that 
the competitors for young people’s reading 
interest and reading time, such as movies 
and radio, should be better understood and, 
if possible, their influence used to create 
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reading interest ; that all groups will work 
more advantageously through a more 
thorough understanding and codéperation 
with other social service agencies in the 
local community which are working in the 


field. 
PROBLEMS EVIDENT 


As a background for its work, the board 
felt it important to gain information about 
the needs and problems and about the 
present successful library practice in the 
fields it represents. Initial efforts to 
obtain this information from existing ser- 
vice in libraries of varied types and in dif- 
ferent sections of the country have been 
made through the field trips, conferences, 
and correspondence of the division staff. 
Field trips have been made into many types 
of communities in three states. From 
these observations, certain problems re- 
curred with disturbing regularity: 

1. Children’s and young people’s library 
service as a basis for effective adult library 
use. The school library possibility of con- 
tact with all pupils places it in a strategic 
position to introduce children to library 
experiences and to help them in their first 
use of the public library. Could not this 
school library contact be used much more 
effectively in many communities? The 
children’s librarian and young people’s 
librarian, through their individual reading 
guidance of those who come to them, are 
continuously preparing for the adult use of 
the library. Does not this type of service 
need to be greatly extended? Without the 
foundation of library use and the back- 
ground of reading which is most readily 
gained through a continuing contact with 
libraries throughout childhood and youth, 
the initial library contact when made as an 
adult may sometimes be difficult and too 
discouraging to continue. The excellent 
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work in many cities only emphasized more 
vividly the need for further attention to 
children’s library service, and for the ex- 
tension of young people’s work in many 
communities. 

2. Library service to children in rural 
areas and small communities. Should not 
equalization of library opportunities with 
those desirable for urban children be an 
important part of the programs to provide 
equal educational and recreational facili- 
ties and services for country and city chil- 
dren? 

In certain areas, county and regional 
libraries contribute toward such equaliza- 
tion, but this provides for only a small pro- 
portion of young people. Various experi- 
ments to bring more books and book serv- 
ice to rural children, such as county school 
libraries, are watched with considerable 
interest. Until very small public libraries 
and school libraries become part of a larger 
unit, their selection of children’s books is 
often poor and they are handicapped by in- 
adequate financial provision for books and 
reading guidance. 

3. School library development. A more 
widespread understanding among school 
administrators and teachers is needed to 
promote the development of school libra- 
ries, but how can such a background be 
made available? A focal point is the dem- 
onstration school library in teacher-train- 
ing agencies. Such libraries, well selected 
and well administered, with competent li- 
brarians in charge, give tangible evidence 
to teachers in training of the reasons why 
libraries are essential in schools. Also, the 
rapid growth of elementary school libraries 
makes urgent the further study of ways 
and means to make them more satisfactory. 
The demand of present methods of teach- 
ing for a great variety of books in each 
teaching field necessitates a new considera- 
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tion of what is adequate support to pro- 
vide books, and what is an adequate physi- 
cal library and personnel for schools of 
various enrollments. 

4. Library service to young people. 
With recognition by the entire staff, from 
chief to page, of the need and importance 
of this service and by delegation of the 
responsibility for the work to a competent 
person and allocation of some funds for 
books, it is possible to give library service 
to young people even though additional 
budget and staff are not immediately avail- 
able. In any work in this field, whether 
the library is large or small, whether the 
young people’s work is done by a depart- 
ment or one librarian who has other re- 
sponsibilities as well, the success of the 
work depends on the sympathetic interest 
of all members of the library staff. 


PUBLICATIONS PLANNED 


The board was requested by the Edi- 
torial Committee to consider, plan, and 
sponsor certain publications in the fields of 
interest which it represents. To that end 
five committees have been appointed and 
have projects under way. They are: the 
Committee on the Fusion of the School 
Library and the Curriculum ; the Commit- 
tee on the Adolescent and His Reading; 
the Committee on Types of School Library 
Administration ; the Committee on the Li- 
brary and the Underprivileged Reader; 
and the Comittee on Subject Index to 
Children’s Plays. 

As part of a program of education and 
publicity, the board has been responsible 
with the Publicity Division for the revision 
made by Mary Helen McCrea of The 
Significance of the School Library, a pam- 
phlet planned to aid lay speakers and 
writers on school libraries. The division, 
in codperation with the Membership De- 
partment, has been responsible for the 
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publication of the Directory of School Li. 
brarians Who Are Members of A. L. 4. 
This directory indicates the type of school 
in which each librarian is working and 
thus facilitates correspondence and confer. 
ence between those engaged in similar 
work. The division has worked closely 
with the Joint Committee of the N. E. A. 
and A. L. A. in their publicity for school 
libraries, in preparing both the exhibit ar- 
ranged at the N. E. A. Department of | 
Superintendence meeting in February, 
1937, and the leaflet for superintendents 
explaining why it is important to have pro- | 
fessionally qualified librarians in schools. | 

The board has watched with much inter- 
est the work of the Codperative Study of | 
Secondary School Standards with its ex- | 
periment in qualitative evaluation of high 
school libraries. Until the completion of 
that study in July, 1938, it will undertake 
no project in the field of secondary school 
standards. 


STATE AID 


Recognition of good school libraries as 
an essential factor in any plan for the 
equalization of educational opportunity 
and an understanding of the responsibility 
of the state in furthering such equalization 
has resulted in new provision for state 
aid to school libraries in several states. 
The Georgia Department of Education 
has allocated $100,000 for the develop 
ment of elementary school libraries for the 
school year 1937 and 1938, and a state 
supervisor of school libraries has been ap- 
pointed. Tennessee has appropriated 
$100,000 for school libraries in that state. 
Louisiana has made constitutional pro- 
vision that the state shall continue to carry 
a considerable financial responsibility for 
supplying books to school libraries. This 
year more than $250,000 was used for 
books for public and private, colored and 
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white schools. In all of these states the 
effective use of the funds is assured by 
competent state school library supervision. 

Of a different nature is the report from 
Kentucky. The board regrets that with 
the expiration of the General Education 
Board grant, the position of state super- 
visor of school libraries could not at pres- 
ent be financed by the Kentucky State 
Education Department, and has been dis- 
continued. 

In the several other states where legisla- 
tion for state aid to public libraries was 
successful, it will result in improved li- 
brary service to children and young 
people through public libraries, and thus 
strengthen in those states another import- 
ant element in educational and _ recre- 
ational equalization. 

The division has kept in touch with the 
efforts to initiate children’s radio programs 
which would stimulate an interest in the 
reading of good books, and with the work 
of the Educational Broadcasting Confer- 
ence. 


THE Boarp 


The board was represented at meetings 
of the Department of Superintendence of 
the N. E. A., the National Education As- 
sociation, the Progressive Education As- 
sociation, the Conference on Educational 
Broadcasting, the tri-state library meeting 
in Toledo, the Illinois School Librarians’ 
Conference, the Illinois Library Associa- 
tion, and the Southeastern Library As- 
sociation. 

Jean C. Roos was reappointed by the 
Executive Board as chairman for 1936-37; 
L. L. Dickerson was appointed for the 
term 1936-42 to succeed Carl Vitz, the 
retiring member. Business meetings were 
held during the Richmond conference, dur- 





ing the Midwinter conference in 1936, and 
during the New York conference. 


CoNTINUING EMPHASIS 


Among the needs of the three groups 
which will continue to be of special interest 
to the board are: 


1. Frequent joint meetings at local, state, 
and regional conferences of school, children’s, 
and young people’s librarians 

2. Further publications of research studies 
and of publicity and service types in all three 
fields 

3. Publicity for better understanding of 
school libraries by school administrators and 
teachers 

4. Interpretation of children’s and young 
people’s library service to library administra- 
tors, parents, and taxpayers 

5. Restatement of the values and objec- 
tives of library work with children 

6. State school library supervisors in all 
states 

7. Further means of providing informa- 
tion about worth while children’s books in 
very small schools and public libraries 

8. Further studies of the effectiveness of 
various types of library service to children 
and young people, of reading interests and 
habits, of reading guidance, and of relation- 
ships between libraries and teaching 





In Miss Van Cleve’s absence on leave, 
this report was prepared by Mildred L. 
Batchelder. 

Jean C. Roos, Chairman 

Nora Beust 

L. L. DicKERSON 

Dwicnt E. Porter 

Lois F. SHorTEssS 

Mary S. WILKINSON 

Jesste Gay Van Cteve, Secretary 
and Chief, School and Children’s 
Library Division 

Mitprep L. BATCHELDER 
School Library Specialist 
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ADULT EDUCATION BOARD 


Twelfth Annual Report 


For the Period February J, 1930, to July 31, 1937 


r AHREE general objectives are dis- 

tinguishable in the board’s work 

of the past eighteen months: (1) 
to chart needed developments by studying 
existing practices in the light of new needs; 
(2) to suggest, stimulate, and promote 
the extension and improvement of the 
adult education services of libraries; and 
(3) to give information and advice to in- 
quiring librarians and educators. It is 
difficult to classify exactly many of the 
activities of the period since many of them 
partake of all three objectives, but the use 
of such a framework makes it easier to 
visualize the essential pattern in what 
might otherwise seem a miscellany. 


Studies 


Our dominant concern is to see prog- 
ress in the use of print for the informal 
education of adults, but before progress 
there must be some study of why and 
where and how one is to progress. A few 
years ago the board, accordingly, com- 
mitted itself, with approval of the Execu- 
tive Board, to a program of studying the 
relation of the library to significant adult 
education developments. The first of 
these, The Library in the TV A Adult Edu- 
cation Program, prepared by John Chan- 
cellor, with an appendix on reading in- 
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terests of TVA employees by R. Russell 
Munn, has just been published. The 
TVA library program is rich in sugges- 
tions for a more effective library adult 
education service. The primary purpose 
of the study is to apply some of these 
suggestions to public libraries, especially 
small and branch libraries. A secondary 
purpose is to examine the opportunities for 
reading and library service in a large 
scale, integrated adult education project. 
The second study, also by Mr. Chan- 
cellor, deals with a great but largely 
unrealized opportunity to tie reading to 
forums and discussion groups. It attempts 
to find the reasons why reading does not 
play a larger part in public discussion, to 
show the ways librarians and forum lead- 
ers may cooperate, and to report the ex- 
periences of some libraries which have had 
success in stimulating reading in com 
nection with discussion. ‘This study will 
be published as a bulletin of the United 
States Office of Education in the early fall. 
In addition to these studies for which 
the board is directly responsible, it has 
promoted and coéperated with others being 
made by other groups. Such is the case 
with the manuscript, The Library and the 
Radio, by Faith Holmes Hyers, chairman 
of the Library Radio Broadcasting Com- 





ted 


rich 





ADULT EDUCATION BOARD S511 


mittee, which is in first draft. This will 
be not only an analysis of problems but 
also a helpful guide for librarians. 

In preparation also is a symposium in 
book form of significant articles that have 
appeared on the subject of “readable” writ- 
ing. The board’s subcommittee is aid- 
ing the “Readability Laboratory,” which 
the American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation established at Columbia University, 
by advising and enlisting libraries as test- 
ing stations. The laboratory is bringing 
the experience of libraries and the find- 
ings of research to bear on the experimen- 
tal production of a group of readable books 
which will be given wide distribution by 
an outstanding publishing house. 

The board is also arranging for a study 
of the library as a center of art interest 
and education in the smaller community 
with no museum or other agency to as- 
sume that leadership. It will probably be 
made as a research project under the guid- 
ance of a university and with the assistance 
of a special committee of interested libra- 
rians which the board will appoint. 

Another important inquiry on the 
docket concerns the educational back- 
ground needed by the library personnel 
for effective adult education work. The 
incoming board member, Ernestine Rose, 
as chairman of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee of the New York Library Associa- 
tion, is preparing, as a first approach to 
such a study, to circularize library schools 
and library administrators to gather 
opinions on what type of professional train- 
ing is needed to prepare library assistants 
to become informal education and reading 
specialists. The retiring board member, 
Miriam D. Tompkins, has, during the year 
just closed, made a notable contribution 
to the solution of these problems in the 
two new courses, “The Public Library in 





Adult Education” and “Reading Interests 
and Habits of Adults,” which she has given 
in the School of Library Service, Colum- 
bia University. The University of Chi- 
cago Graduate Library School is devoting 
its second summer institute entirely to the 
consideration of adult education. 

We have welcomed and aided in all 
possible ways the four or five projected 
studies of various types and sizes of 
libraries which are included in the Ameri- 
can Association for Adult Education’s 
five-year program to study the social sig- 
nificance of various adult education 
agencies. The policy is to have such 
studies made by persons sympathetic with, 
and interested in, the work of each special 
field but not professionally connected with 
it. We are honored to have the first 
library study—that of large libraries— 
made by so wise an observer as Dr. Alvin 
Johnson, chairman of the A.A.A.E., di- 
rector of the New School for Social 
Research, and associate editor of the Ency- 
clopedia of the Social Sciences. 

In the category of study and planning 
also belong mention of a two-day confer- 
ence of sixteen librarians and adult edu- 
cation leaders called by the board in 
March, 1936, at Princeton, to discuss very 
informally our accomplishments, our 
shortcomings, and our next steps. This 
meeting, made possible by the generosity 
of the Carnegie Corporation, produced a 
number of fruitful suggestions.’ 


Stimulation 


The division line between promotion 
and information service is seldom clear- 
cut. If progress is an objective, then a pro- 
portion of any information service must 
necessarily be in the nature of suggestion 


1For a summary report, see A. L. A. Bulletin 
30:515-17, June, 1936. 














512 


and stimulation to new experiments, and 
to a more effective service and wider cov- 
erage. The promoter and his work inevit- 
ably become irksome to those who have 
long ago adopted his suggestions and 
progressed beyond them, but they are still 
necessary for a majority who, because they 
are newcomers or for some other reason, 
have not been reached. Hence, it seems 
necessary that a share of the board’s in- 
formation service must continue to have a 
stimulative and suggestive character. 

The preceding annual report mentioned 
sending a letter to 148 administrators and 
sponsors of adult education projects, 
signed by the President of the A. L. A. 
and the chairman of the board, emphasiz- 
ing the need to plan for follow-up reading, 
inviting codperative planning with li- 
braries to this end, and urging special 
provision in the project’s budget to help 
libraries meet these special demands. This 
letter brought a number of very favorable 
replies expressing gratitude for the sug- 
gestion. Three administrators requested 
additional copies for distribution to field 
workers under them throughout the state 
or the nation so that a total of about 250 
persons were reached by the letter. It 
appeared also in four educational and three 
library periodicals. 

Expressions of gratitude for a similar 
suggestion of codperative planning with 
libraries also came from many forum 
leaders to whom a questionnaire was sent 
preparatory to the study on forums and 
reading mentioned above. 

In April, 1937, a letter, signed by all 
five board members, went to 19 presidents 
of state or regional library associations, 
describing briefly the effective work of the 
Adult Education Committee of the New 
York Library Association in arousing in- 
terest and activity in small libraries, and 
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suggesting the appointment of similar com. 
mittees in other states. So far, two states 
have adopted the suggestion. The board 
will continue its efforts to have state adult 
education committees and institutes estab- 
lished as one of the more effective methods 
of helping smaller libraries to capitalize 
their rich opportunities in adult education, 

It becomes more apparent that the 


brief, readable pamphlet is the appropriate 


type of reading matter to use in connec. 
tion with forums, educational radio, public 
lectures, etc. The board joined with the 
Public Forum Project of the United 
States Office of Education and the non- 
partisan, non-profit Public Affairs Com- 
mittee in establishing special displays of 


nearly a thousand pamphlets on public | 


questions in the libraries of 30 localities 
where large forums or other adult educa- 
tion projects were located. These displays 
will continue next fall. The purpose is to 
aid in the solution of the pamphlet dis- 
tribution problem by establishing a central 
clearing house for quantity orders and by 
using the libraries as the logical sample 
stations where group leaders can examine 
them before ordering. The Office of Edv- 
cation has published the printed index to 
the pamphlets in the displays. Some 
valuable experience promises to come from 
these experiments. 


Information and Advisory Services 


In adult education there is little we can 
dispense in the way of approved methods, 
recipes and formulae, as a medical in- 
formation bureau might. We feel that 
any tendency to codify or crystallize vari- 


ous techniques for adult education is 


distinctly dangerous. But in attempting 
new work, most of us welcome the sug- 
gestions that come from reading how 
someone else has done a similar job. For 
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this reason, articles descriptive of most 
new or significant developments in library 
adult education work are solicited. 
Through the board’s effort, over thirty 
such articles appeared since February, 
1936, and many have been reprinted. 
During the period of this report, roughly 
fifteen hundred such reprints were dis- 
tributed, many in answer to letters of 
inquiry from individual librarians or 
educators. 

Two projects have been directed defi- 
nitely to this purpose of letting librarians 
know what their fellows are doing. The 
first consists of two series of “case study” 
articles descriptive of significant adult 
education work in a few libraries. One 
of these series (five articles in the Wilson 
Bulletin) dealt with small libraries, and 
the other (three articles in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin) with large libraries. 

The second project is an exhibit of ma- 
terials illustrating “What Other Libraries 
Are Doing in Adult Education.” Thou- 
sands of individually prepared reading 
courses, lists, reports, publicity matter, 
pictures, etc., were gathered for the ex- 
hibit from over one hundred libraries, 
large and small, throughout the country. 
The nucleus of the exhibit was a similar 
one prepared by Roland A. Mulhauser, a 
member of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee of the New York Library Associa- 
tion, for use at that state’s meetings and 
institutes. With his assistance, it was 
amplified for use in connection with a 
consultation service at the A. L. A. con- 
ference in New York, and is now being 
offered for use in state meetings, institutes, 
library schools, etc. 

At recent A. L. A. conferences two pro- 
visions have been made to allow workers 
with, mutual interests and problems to 
confer with one another. The first is the 
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adult education consultant service just 
mentioned, which was offered at Rich- 
mond and New York. Here a librarian 
with significant experience in some phase 
of adult education was scheduled at the 
board’s consultant desk every hour daily 
from 9 A.M. to IO P.M. except during 
general sessions, adult education meetings, 
etc. Roughly, 15 to 20 different people, 
readers’ advisers and administrators, repre- 
senting large, small, and county libraries, 
served each year and answered many im- 
portant inquiries. 

The second opportunity for individual 
conference is the Readers’ Advisers Round 
Table, held at the last three conferences. 
This is a closed meeting for readers’ ad- 
visers only, at which mutual problems are 
discussed in absolutely informal manner, 
with no program, speeches, reports, or or- 
ganization of any kind. These meetings 
have produced much satisfaction. 

It should also be noted that the board, 
or its headquarters assistant, has worked 
closely with four other A. L. A. com- 
mittees or boards in problems that are of 
mutual concern. These are the Library 
Radio Broadcasting Committee, the Par- 
ent Education Committee, the Institution 
Libraries Committee, and the Board on 
Library Service to Children and Young 
People. Much of the information, ad- 
visory, and planning work of the head- 
quarters assistant has been in these fields. 
The reports of these committees will cover 
these joint activities. 

The board has slowly made progress in 
the matter of printed reading courses. A 
special subcommittee to evaluate the 
Reading with a Purpose series with re- 
gard to usefulness and up-to-dateness has 
reported and decisions have been reached, 
in conference with the Editorial Commit- 
tee, on elimination of some old courses. 
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Decision has also been reached to experi- 
ment with simpler reading courses, meet- 
ing the objections to the Reading with a 
Purpose type as nearly as possible. A 
first draft of a manuscript of such a course 
on psychology is now being criticized by 
psychologists, readers’ advisers, and the 
Readability Laboratory. 

In subjects about which there is fre- 
quent inquiry, printed or mimeographed 
lists of selected readings have been pre- 
pared to help the inquirer to help himself. 
Reading lists on Readability, Reading 
Interests, and Habits, by Helen T. Stein- 
barger; Discussion Groups, Forums, and 
Libraries; Pamphlets and Citizen Educa- 
tion; Adult Education (general references 
for librarians), by Byrl J. Kellogg; and 
Prison Libraries, by Barbara Falkoff, are 
the subjects so covered. In addition, head- 
quarters has many similar selected lists in 
typewritten form on other subjects (radio, 
college students’ reading, recent trends in 
reading, etc.) used in answering inquiries. 
In the course of a month 100 to 125 in- 
dividual requests for advice or informa- 
tional material come to headquarters from 
outside as well as inside the profession. 
There are also direct circularizations of 
such material when it is first issued. An 
estimated 1,500 pieces of such material 
were distributed in the last 18 months. 
The inquiries ranged from requests for a 
specific piece of printed material to re- 
quests for advice on planning question- 
naires on parent education, readability, 
etc.; on planning adult education pro- 
grams for institutes and meetings; on 
planning regional library service in read- 
ing material for amateur drama groups; 
on planning itineraries for readers’ advisers 
who wanted to make inspection visits to 
advisers in other cities; on planning pro- 
grams of codperation between libraries 
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and the rural discussion group program of 
the Department of Agriculture, training 
institutes for recreation leaders, varioys 
educational radio broadcasts, etc. ; requests 
for help in circularizing libraries about 
the evaluations of vocational literature 





and the bibliographical services of the Na | 


tional Occupational Conference; requests 
for help in criticizing and arranging 
publication of manuscripts. These are a 
relatively few illustrations of the types of 
inquiry that come to headquarters in the 
field of adult education. 

The board feels that it must also take 


some initiative in sending out information. 
In addition to the ways previously men. | 


tioned, two others are extremely impor- 
tant. One is personal visits and informal 
consultations with librarians. The head- 
quarters specialist, during the period of the 
report, attended one regional and two 
state meetings, and met with small, se- 
lected staff groups of larger libraries for in- 
formal discussion, questions, and answers. 

There is also needed something in the 
nature of a news letter or news section of 
a regular periodical to acquaint librarians 
with the interesting, significant, and sug- 
gestive happenings in adult education in 
other libraries in the form of brief pare 
graph notes. Such a news letter should 
also be a carrier of ideas and of brief 
reminders of significant articles and publi 
cations. ‘The board intends to issue such 
a news letter in some form if ways and 
means can be found. 


Progress and the Future 

A recent census of readers’ advisory 
and informal adult education service in 
public libraries shows slow but definite ex 
pansion. There are a few new readers’ ad- 
visory services. A few more are planning 
for advisory departments as soon as requi- 


an —_ abs an st a on — a 


inp ene bee 2 











ADULT EDUCATION BOARD 515 


site funds or personnel can be obtained. 
One which discontinued in the lean depres- 
sion years has resumed. Several have 
increased their staff to three or more profes- 
sional assistants in the main library, and 
others are establishing advisory services in 
branches. A few more small libraries are 
rearranging schedules to allow part-time 
advisory services to be offered by the li- 
brarian or a professional assistant. A 
large library is setting up the full-time 
position of field worker in adult educa- 
tion, and another is seeking the necessary 
funds for such a department. Especially 
encouraging is the spread of interest and 
activity among small libraries in New 
York State as a result of the institutes, 
surveys, publications, etc., of the Adult 
Education Committee of the New York 
Library Association. The consideration 
being given in curricula of library schools 
and institutes, already mentioned, is en- 
couraging. The spreading interest among 
librarians is evidenced in the greater fre- 
quency of adult education topics on con- 
ference programs and the _ increased 
attendance. Most promising, perhaps, is 
the evident tendency among librarians to 
question the quality of their personnel and 
programs in adult education and their lack 
of satisfaction with what they have 
achieved. 

Undoubtedly progress is discernible. 
But in the light of what we are vaguely 
coming to perceive as our possible réle in 
informal education for adults, the past 
accomplishments represent hardly more 
than a period of infancy in a lifetime of 
learning. ‘Three respected surveyors of 
the future of education, President Robert 
M. Hutchins, Dr. Floyd Reeves, and Dr. 
Alvin Johnson, have each recently re- 
ferred to the library as “the great instru- 
ment of popular education in the future,” 





or “one of the most important agencies of 
adult education,” or “the folk school of 
the future,” but each has conditioned his 
appraisal on whether libraries can expand 
and improve their services sufficiently to 
occupy this leadership. These are chal- 
lenges with a warning. 

The Reader’s Digest survey” shows that 
it has adult readers running into the mil- 
lions, capable of enthusiastic interest in 
serious subjects, whom libraries had failed 
to appeal to. The Agricultural Extension 
Service reveals similar facts on widespread 
interest in non-fiction. In only a few 
states is its circulation of bulletins below 
100,000 a year, and in several states it 
exceeds a million a year. The average 
Texas farm home requests a pamphlet 
every three weeks, and the rural New 
York home sends about six requests a 
month.® 

When libraries make deductions for 
patronage in fiction and ephemera, and for 
patronage by enrolled students (probably 
50 per cent), it is evident from the small 
remainder that their influence on adults 
through print is very small in comparison. 
It is becoming doubtful whether libraries 
have “the leadership” even in education of 
out-of-school adults through print, quite 
aside from leadership in the broad field of 
adult education. Unmistakably a great 
opportunity for informal education of out- 
of-school adults through reading is on the 
threshold for some agency. Will the li- 
braries or some other group seize it? The 
two instances of far-reaching service cited 
above cannot but raise this question in our 
minds. 


2 Ferguson, Charles W. “Give the Public What It 
Wants.” Publishers’ Weekly 131:32-33, January 2, 
1937; also his “Educating the Emotions.” A. A. 
Bulletin 31:433-41, August, 1937. : 

3 Brunner . deS., and Lorge, Irving. Rural 
Trends in Depression Years. New York, Columbia 
University Press, 1937, p. 214-15. 
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Our concern, however, should not be a 
competitive one, a concern of who is to be 
biggest or most powerful in this specific 
field ; nor should we perhaps try to imitate 
too much for the sake of riding the band 
wagon. Our concern should be that this 
opportunity for informal, out-of-school 
education through reading should be ex- 
ploited to the utmost by someone and with 
the utmost attention to both quality and 
freedom of choice. The librarian must 
become more than a keeper of books, more 
even than an expert distributor. He must 
become a respected specialist in reading 
and the materials of reading (not just 
books), able to advise and to lead laymen, 
educators, and publishers alike in all mat- 
ters pertaining to reading. 

If these are to become the objectives of 
the librarian-educator, then many prob- 
lems for examination come into view. 

Should we concern ourselves with what 
needs to be published—from a popular 
education standpoint—and actively pro- 
mote the publication of these needed ma- 
terials rather than passively accept what 
is given us by a commercial industry to 
distribute? Should we be as concerned 
with the production of books for informal 
adult education as schoolmen are with 
textbooks for classrooms? 

Should we look to a distribution system 
by which any person anywhere may have 
free, without delay, the particular piece of 
printed matter best suited to his serious 
interest while that interest is fresh and 
strong? 

Should we study to remove whatever 
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formalities or routines—in locations, archi. 
tecture, methods, in catalogs, in shelving 
in personnel, etc.—may prove to be deter. 
rents to our reaching the potential interes, 
of these millions that others are able ty 
reach through print? 

Should we give more attention to othe 





and possibly more effective materials of 
education than books—magazines, pam. 
phlets, phonograph records, motion picture | 
films, etc. ? | 

Should libraries, especially branch A 
small libraries, become community culturd 
centers in a broader sense, concerned with 
providing, or codperating with those who | 
do provide, other opportunities that en. | 
hance, exercise, and complement th 
education that comes through reading— 
discussion, music, visual aids, lectures 
radio listening groups, etc. ? 

These are a few of the challenging | 
problems that are in the horizon if we art | 
to choose to progress. In their light a 
can appreciate the accuracy of President 
Gratia A. Countryman’s statement in| 
1934 that “in this matter of adult educs 
tion . . . we have not touched the fringes 
of our possibilities.” | 

RatpH A. ULvELING, Chairma 
LyMAN Bryson 

Linpa A. EASTMAN 

R. Russert Munn 

Miriam D. TompkKINs 


JoHn CHANCELLOR 
Adult Education Specialist 
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FROM PLANNING TO ACTION 


‘Ke port of the Library Extension Board 
For the Year and a Half Ending July, 1937 


sion and development of public li- 
brary service in the year and a half 
from March, 1936, to July, 1937, included 
vigorous state aid campaigns, as a result 
of state planning, in a dozen states—four 
of them successful; strengthened state li- 
brary agencies; large unit legislation, ex- 
perimentation and establishment; and 
increased citizen interest. As economic 
conditions improved, the work of the de- 
pression years began to bear fruit. In spite 
of occasional backsets, as from the Ohio 
River flood, definite progress was made. 
Emphasis was placed by the board on 
(1) state aid for state-wide library devel- 
opment, (2) on a closer relation with the 
agricultural extension service and other 
country life movements, and (3) on the 
study of the results of rural relief proj- 
ects and other new approaches to library 
service. 


JH sce ana a steps toward the exten- 


STATE RESPONSIBILITY AND AID 


Stimulation of state aid projects and ad- 
visory and information service for their 
leaders received chief emphasis on the part 
of the board and staff. Methods used in- 
cluded open discussion meetings at annual 
and midwinter conferences; field visits to 
meet with legislative committees; leaflets 
(notably The Equal Chance), articles, 
and mimeographed aids; exchange of bills 
and frequent circular letters reporting 
Progress during legislative sessions, and se- 
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curing the interest and backing of many 
national agencies. 

Legislative projects developed in a 
fourth of the states. Some called for per- 
manent aid; others were concerned with 
the next biennium only. Amounts, both 
total and per capita, varied widely, as did 
plans for distribution and the amount of 
discretion given the administering agency. 
Proposals for strengthening the state li- 
brary agency or setting up an adequate one 
accompanied or were part of several proj- 
ects. 

The highly organized campaigns which 
followed, with trustees and citizen groups 
participating as actively as librarians, were 
in themselves indications of the progress 
made within even a few years. 

Appropriations for state aid were ac- 
tually secured in four states and a founda- 
tion for future campaigns was laid in a 
number of others. Details follow. 


Passed 


Arkansas. Appropriation of $100,000 for 
the biennium—$35,400 for reéstablishing the 
work of the state library commission and 
$64,600 for state aid for books for county 
and regional libraries, to be distributed 
in accordance with regulations set by the 
library commission. 

Michigan. Annual, continuing appropria- 
tion of $500,000, beginning with 1938-39— 
15 per cent for an equalization fund for aid 
in establishing libraries, $10,000 for admin- 
istration under the state library, and the re- 
mainder for aid to existing libraries. (The 
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original bill called for $1,250,000 annually.) 
A companion bill was passed placing the li- 
brary under a board of five, appointed by 
the governor for five-year terms. 

Ohio. Appropriation of $150,000 for the 
biennium, for state aid to qualified public 
libraries for operating expenses and purchase 
and repair of books and periodicals, distri- 
bution to be made at the discretion of the 
state library board. It is planned to con- 
tinue large grants to one library per county, 
this library to aid weaker libraries in the 
county or extend service to rural areas, and 
to make small direct grants to other libraries 
whose standards justify it. Not more than 
$6,000 may be used for administration. 

Vermont. Appropriation of $25,000 for 
the biennium, for development of regional 
library service, to codrdinate the work of the 
small libraries, in addition to the regular 
appropriation. The same act set up a library 
commission consisting of the commissioner of 
education and two persons appointed by the 
governor for eight-year terms, to replace 
the library division of the department of 
education. 


Partial Success 


Idaho. ‘The appropriation for the free 
traveling library commission was more than 
doubled—$28,000 as compared with $11,000 
—as a result of the state aid campaign, 
though the request of $50,000 for regional 
development was not granted. 

North Carolina. ‘The state aid act was 
passed, with the appropriation section 
omitted. This provides a framework for an 
appropriation request next year, however. 

Tennessee. An enabling act was passed 
creating a division of libraries in the de- 
partment of education to codrdinate under a 
director all the library activities of the state. 
The appropriation for the director and for 
development of a system of regional libraries 
failed to carry, though $100,000 was appro- 
priated for aid to school libraries, and the 
appropriation was renewed for the state li- 
brary, now a part of the new division. 

Washington. The appropriation for the 
state library was doubled—$35,900 for the 
biennium as compared with $17,800—though 
the governor vetoed the state aid appropria- 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


tion of $400,000 on the ground of economy, 
after it had passed by large majorities jp 
both houses. 


Failed to Pass 


Illinois. Bill for an appropriation of 
$840,000 for the biennium—$600,000 for aid 
in books and periodicals for established }j- 


braries ; $200,000 for extension of service to | 


unserved areas, and $40,000 for administra. | 


tion. 

Indiana. Bill for permanent annual ap. 
propriation for aid to existing libraries 
amounting to one-sixth of what was spent 


the previous year (for 1937 this would have | 


been $250,000). 

Texas. A bill to provide $200,000 state 
aid for the biennium and an expanded ex. 
tension division passed the senate unani- 
mously, but was lost in conference. The 
original bill called for $750,000. 

West Virginia. A budget item for state 
aid and a first appropriation for the state 
library commission. 


Increased recognition of the importance 
of the state library agency was another 
gain of the year. Sometimes this wasa 
by-product of state aid campaigns, as shown 
above. Appropriations were restored in 
whole or part in a number of states anda 
state library building approved in Oregon. 
Against this progress must be set failure 
in Montana and West Virginia to secure 
first appropriations for the state agency. 

The board contributed to the focusing 
of opinion on the strategic position of the 
state library agency by preparing a state 
ment on The State Library Agency, It 
Functions and Organization which wa 
adopted by the Executive Board of the 
A. L. A., and widely used. A revised 
edition was issued in June, 1937, with 
data in the appendix verified and corrected, 
and results of the year’s legislative actiot 
included. 

There is need now for careful study ani 
evaluation, by the board and by state lead: 








ate 


B28 


with 
ted, 


tion 


ead: 





LIBRARY EXTENSION 


ers, of the various types of state aid pro- 
posals and formulas, of administration in 
the several successful states, and of cam- 
paign organization and methods. ‘There 
is also need of continued advisory and in- 
formation service to the states that are 
renewing their campaigns and those plan- 
ning new projects, and of more education 
of public opinion through national organi- 
zations. 


AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION AND 
Country Lire MoveMENTS 


First steps were taken toward the ob- 
jective of a closer tie-up with the far- 
reaching agricultural extension service, in 
coéperation with the Adult Education 
Board. Following a conference in Chi- 
cago with the federal director, the chair- 
man and secretary of the board met in 
Washington with the chief of the Codper- 
ative Extension Service and a dozen of his 
staff, and explored the reading and library 
implications of the educational program of 
that service. These were further clarified 
through later correspondence. There was 
general acceptance of the need of a read- 
ing and library specialist on the extension 
staff, to study what was now done in stim- 
ulating reading and in library codperation, 
to explore further possibilities, and to aid 
in establishing and maintaining codpera- 
tion between extension and library agen- 
cies on national, state, and county levels. 
Such a specialist would supplement, not 
duplicate, the work of the department li- 
brary, and would be comparable to the 
parent education and recreation specialists 
now on the staff. 

The possibilities of library codperation 
with the rural discussion groups promoted 
by the Department of Agriculture were 
discussed with federal leaders, and also, 
by their invitation, at a conference of the 
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directors of this work in the several states. 

Reading in the field of home making, in 
the broadest sense, and library codperation 
are being encouraged by a committee of the 
American Home Economics Association, 
under the leadership of the California state 
home demonstration leader, Harriet G. 
Eddy. The secretary to this board serves 
as library adviser. Corresponding state 
committees have been set up in nine dem- 
onstration states, which, in close relation 
with the state library extension agency, 
have experimented with ways and means of 
arousing interest in reading, and of mak- 
ing the books available, particularly in 
rural areas. 

The American Country Life Association 
continued to give opportunity for meeting 
leaders in various rural fields. The sec- 
retary to the board was reélected to the 
executive board of the association and 
arranged and presided over a round table 
at its annual forum. 


RURAL RELIEF PROJECTS 


Some two million rural people living 
outside the service areas of regularly estab- 
lished public libraries enjoyed some type 
of book service through relief projects, ac- 
cording toa WPA estimate of April, 1937. 
Many of these WPA and NYA projects 
were sponsored by the official state library 
extension agencies, in the hope that they 
would lead to permanent library establish- 
ment, and were given careful professional 
supervision. 

It is too soon to evaluate results. The 
pattern of organization is of interest, how- 
ever, in its complete or partial state cover- 
age, on a regional and county basis. 
Stimulation of reading interest is evident. 
Arkansas leaders credit the success of the 
state aid appropriation in part at least to 
the interest aroused by WPA projects. 
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Projects in several states have already re- 
sulted in county appropriations or legal 
steps toward county library establishment. 
The dangers of such projects without care- 
ful supervision is of course recognized. 
Two factual summaries have been com- 
piled for the board and trends and results 
are being watched. 


LarGcE UNItTs SPREAD 


Progress in regional library development 
included a three-county experiment in 
Louisiana, described in the June A. L. A. 
Bulletin, continuation of the Prince Ed- 
ward Island service with provincial funds, 
and the Vermont plan for regional co- 
ordination of small libraries with state aid. 

A mimeographed statement on Regional 
and District Libraries was issued by the 
board in April, 1936, and in revised edi- 
tion in August, 1936. A digest of county 
and regional library laws was compiled by 
Frank L. Tolman for this board and the 
League of Library Commissions, and is- 
sued as a regular A. L. A. publication in 
June, 1937. Nova Scotia passed a per- 
missive county and regional library act, 
Virginia included regional libraries in the 
recodification act of 1936, and Georgia 
passed a special act for Macon and Bibb 
County. Ontario continued to experiment 
with informal county codperatives, and is 
seeking an amendment to the library act to 
cover these as well as regular county or 
regional libraries. 

Actual establishment of county libraries 
began again, partly as a result of projects 
started some years ago but interrupted by 
the depression, as in Duluth and St. Louis 
County, San Antonio and Bexar County 
and one California county. State aid in 
Ohio, with increased library revenue under 
the intangibles tax on the county, resulted 
in complete service to a number of counties, 
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with others working toward that goal, 

Because of the increasing demand for 
building on the experience of others in de- 
signing book automobiles, the board co- 
operated with the County Libraries Section 
and the A. L. A. Publishing Department 
in a collection of pictures and plans, with 
descriptive material, issued as Library 
Equipment Studies, No. 1. 

The count of county libraries at the end 
of the year was 256 in continental United 
States as compared with 232 last year, in 
addition to 4 in the Hawaiian Islands, 
The hope of more rapid development in 
the future seems to lie in state aid. 


CirizEN ACTION EFFECTIVE 


The effective mobilization of citizen in- 
terest has already been mentioned under 
state aid. Several state citizens confer- 
ences have been held, two new state organi- 
zations set up, and a successful “Citizens 
Day” held at the Richmond conference of 
the A. L. A. 

The Trustees Section has gone forward 
toward the objectives set for the year— 
the building up of the section itself, the 
organization of state groups, and the prep- 
aration or sponsorship of articles and other 
printed matter, notably the volume, The 
Library Trustee, published in June. 

Many national agencies have continued 
their interest in library development and 
have helped specifically in state aid cam- 
paigns. These include the National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers, the various 
women’s organizations, and the men’s serv- 
ice clubs. A close relation has been 
maintained with the various public admin- 
istration agencies. 


PLANNING AND SURVEYS 


Basic surveying and planning continued. 
The secretary to the board participated in 
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two significant regional meetings for dis- 
cussion of library planning, one in Den- 
ver for the Rocky Mountain area and one 
in New England, and in several state 
meetings. Two official state planning 
boards—Tennessee and Utah—issued li- 
brary plans under their own imprint. The 
state survey made by the Florida library 
planning committee was printed and dis- 
tributed. An important local survey was 
that made by Charles H. Compton on 
behalf of the A. L. A. for the Grand 
Rapids (Mich.) library board. 


BoaRD AND STAFF 


Malcolm G. Wyer, appointed to the 
board in 1935, was given leave of absence 
for the year 1936-37 when he was elected 
to the presidency of the A. L. A. Louis 
R. Wilson was appointed to the board in 
1936 to succeed Clarence B. Lester, and 
was elected chairman for 1936-37. 

The regional field work in the South 
was discontinued with regret August 31, 
1936, for lack of funds, at the end of five 
years of special grants by the Carnegie 
Corporation and eight months appropria- 
tion by the Executive Board. Significant 





happenings and trends were recorded by 
the regional field agent, Tommie Dora 
Barker, in the volume, Libraries of the 
South, a Report on Developments, 1930- 
1935. 

Next STEPS 


With the continued objective of com- 
plete and adequate public library service to 
the forty-five million people still without 
it, the board plans to emphasize in the 
coming year: 

1. State aid for state-wide library de- 
velopment 


2. Codperation with the agricultural ex- 
tension service 

3. Conferences, on national, regional, and 
state levels, with leaders in related fields and 
citizen groups, to develop codrdinated pro- 
grams. 


Louis R. Witson, Chairman 

Nora BATESON 

Harriet C. Lone 

James O. MopiseEttTe 

Mary U. RotHRock 

Matcoim G. Wye, in absentia 

Jutta WricHT MerriILi 
Secretary, and Chief, Public 
Library Division 
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(Continued) 
‘Department of Information and Advisory Services 


Pustic Liprary Division 


See reports of the Library Extension 
Board, pages 517-21, and of the Adult Edu- 
cation Board, pages 510-16. 


HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY 


The library has been moved into new 
quarters which provide greatly needed space 
for its rapidly growing collection of books, 
bulletins, reports, pamphlets, clippings, blue 
prints, and pictures. It also makes possible 
the provision of three small tables for 
readers. 

Many librarians from this country and 
abroad, students, research workers, and in- 
dividuals interested in library problems have 
used the resources of the library. The ma- 
terials most frequently requested include 
state library agency and public library re- 
ports and bulletins, blue prints and photo- 
graphs of libraries, and recent publications on 
special phases of library work, such as cata- 
loging, classification, and book selection. 

The library is called upon to furnish 
information for all divisions of the staff. 
When a new division is added, and when 
new projects are undertaken, material on 
new subjects is requested, and out-of-date 
material must be constantly discarded. Col- 
lecting and preparing material, doing refer- 
ence work for members of the staff, for 
visitors, and for replies to letters occupies 
so much time that the librarian, with only 
one clerical assistant, is unable to carry out 
many of her plans for increasing library 
service. 

At our request two students from the 
Wisconsin Library School were sent to the 
library for a month’s practice work without 
salary in 1937. They did cataloging and 
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bibliographical work, and spent some time 
in each of the other departments to become 
familiar with the activities of the Association, 
An NYA student from De Paul University 
spent six hours a week in the library from 
January until June. 

The librarian answers letters which do 
not fall within the scope of any of the other 
divisions at headquarters. Since there is no 
specialist in college library work or library 
architecture and building planning, inquiries 
relating to those two fields come to the 
library. During the statistical assistant’s 
three month’s leave of absence in Washington 
in the spring of 1937, requests for special 
compilations of statistics also came to the 
library. 

With the increasing number of requests 
for information and advice on library build- 
ing in the spring of 1936, it was decided 
that renewed efforts to collect plans and 
photographs of recently constructed libraries 
should be made. State library agencies, and 
state and city school library supervisors were 
asked to send lists of recently constructed 
buildings which would be helpful to others. 
Requests for plans, pictures, and data on 
the buildings were sent out. Letters were 
also written regarding any new buildings 
which came to the attention of the head- 
quarters staff. Bibliographies on public and 
college libraries were revised and mimeo- 
graphed for free distribution. Selected lists 
of references on foreign library buildings, 
equipment, lighting, heating, and ventilat- 
ing were also prepared. 

The librarian has worked with the Li- 
brary Architecture and Building Planning 
Committee on plans for making information 
on buildings available in printed form, and 
for providing advisory service. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 


The librarian attended the A. L. A. con- 
ference in New York, and was one of two 
oficial representatives at the Special Li- 
braries Association conference the preceding 
week. 

Esther Wendell resigned her position as 
librarian in the spring of 1936, and the 
present librarian took up her duties on 
June 7. 

Harriette L. Greene, Librarian 


ScHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 
DIvIsIon 


See report of the Board on Library Service 
to Children and Young People, pages 505-09. 


STATISTICS 


Again, the major projects were compila- 
tions of salary and general library statistics, 
for groups of libraries of several sizes and 
types, for publication in the A. L. A. Bulletin. 
These projects were carried on for the Com- 
mittee on Salaries, Staff, and Service in 
codperation with the Committee on Library 
Administration and the College Library 
Advisory Board. The municipal public li- 
brary tables appeared in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin for April, 1937, and those for college 
and school library statistics appeared in the 
Bulletin for February, 1937. 

There were two other important sets of 
data which required some time to gather. 
The first was the gathering of 1936 data 
from the same 140 rural communities from 
which they were gathered in 1930, for a 
“Survey of Library Facilities in the Agricul- 
tural Village and Its Community,” which 
was made by Edmund deS. Brunner, of 
Columbia University, in collaboration with 
the United States Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. This re-survey appeared in 
Rural Trends in Depression Years by Dr. 
Brunner and Irving Lorge, New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1937, pages 
204-18. The other was the collection and 
tabulation of figures on building needs of 
public libraries. These data were gathered 
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for the A. L. A. Special Committee on 
Federal Relations to Libraries, to be used in 
a report on libraries to President Roosevelt's 
Advisory Committee on Education. 

To meet further requests, other compila- 
tions were: tables of the number of branch 
libraries housed in library buildings, for 
library systems serving a population of more 
than 50,000; tables of expenditures, circula- 
tion, book stock, and number of registered 
borrowers for libraries serving a population 
of less than 10,000; gathering together 
material at hand for an urbanism survey 
being made for the National Resources 
Committee; sending out a questionnaire to 
state, regional, and provincial library as- 
sociations asking of their activities, and the 
tabulation of the returns; tabulations of 
amounts spent by libraries for binding and 
rebinding for the Bookbinding Committee; 
table of population served, income and ex- 
penditures for all public libraries reporting 
to A. L. A. in 1935-36, for the Committee on 
Library Revenues; data on some 300 libraries 
for the Columbia University Institute of 
Educational Research. 

Still further requests were made by tele- 
graph and air mail special delivery, asking 
for replies to be made in like manner. 
Among these were: two requests for current 
salary statistics tables, before publication 
date, by a librarian of a large public library; 
a request for insurance coverage on libraries 
and their contents. 

The statistical assistant was on leave of 
absence for three months—April through 
June—doing some work at the United States 
Office of Education. While there, tabula- 
tions of trends were made for public, college, 
and university libraries from all tables of 
such statistics which could be found in print. 
For one group a twenty-five year period was 
covered. The writer also worked with the 
A. L. A. Committee on Uniform Statistical 
Report Forms and the United States Office 
of Education in building up a uniform blank 
to be used jointly by the A. L. A., state 
library agencies, and the Office of Education. 

WituraM H. Curt, Statistical Assistant 
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‘Department of Library Education and Personnel 


Boarp OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


See pages 496-504. 
PERSONNEL DIVISION 


This report covers a period of eighteen 
months, February, 1936, through July, 1937, 
whereas the report made in 1936 covered a 
period of ten months. As there is such a 
discrepancy in time covered, this report will 
be limited primarily to general discussion 
rather than to comparisons of statistical data 
and work accomplished. 

The situation in regard to employment is 
the most encouraging since 1930. There has 
been continued activity in the placement field 
and many of those mentioned as being un- 
employed in the 1936 report have been placed 
in library positions. In addition, practically 
all members of the 1936 classes in the library 
schools, and a large proportion of the 1937 
classes, have obtained employment. 

At the meeting of the A. L. A. Council in 
December, 1936, the Committee on Salaries, 
Staff, and Service stated that 35 library 
schools reported as unemployed and seeking 
positions 578 librarians who had completed 
a full year curriculum. It must be borne in 
mind that some of these librarians are limited 
because of family ties to placement within a 
very small geographic area, while others 
cannot be considered for all types of positions 
because of factors such as physical disabili- 
ties, age, and lack of full college education. 
As it seems likely that the placement activity 
will continue, these library schools should 
be in a position to make a much more favor- 
able statement if requested to do so in De- 
cember, 1937. 

Although complete or partial restoration 
of salaries and the return to annual incre- 
ments are the order of the day, library boards 
have been slow to follow this trend. There 
has been some improvement in regard to 
salaries, but librarians have not been as 
fortunate as business employees, school 
teachers, or public employees. Beginning 
salaries for library school graduates are con- 
siderably higher than they were a year or 
two ago. This is due to the fact that bud- 





gets have been restored in part and librarians 
can therefore pay more, and the number of 
unemployed has decreased. 

Alert and efficient employees who made 
no attempt to change positions during the 
past six years because they knew no oppor- 
tunities for advancement existed, are show- 
ing an eagerness to progress by re-registering 
with the A. L. A. Personnel Division and by 
asking their library school directors to be 
on the alert for something better for them. 
This is a normal reaction which employing 
librarians should understand. By providing 
a restoration of salary cuts, return to annual 
increments, and an opportunity for a va- 
riety of professional experience, employers 
can save their libraries an extraordinary 
amount of turnover. They must realize that 
the best assistants are more eager for ad- 
vancement than are the others. 

The number of those registered with the 
Personnel Division who are actively inter- 
ested in obtaining other positions is now ap- 
proximately 1,700. Of this number, about 
200 are not library school graduates and are 
primarily from the Chicago area. During 
the calendar year 1936, approximately 350 
people registered for the first time, and 
about 150 re-registered. 

Requests from employers for the recom- 
mendations of candidates were received from 
41 states, the District of Columbia, Canal 


Zone, Canada, China, and Italy, in 1936. 


Because the positions coming to the atten- 
tion of the division do not in any degree 
approximate the number of registrants, some 
registrants feel that the service given them is 
inadequate. This criticism is valid and can 
be rectified only when sufficient staff and 
funds are available to allow the Personnel 
Division to seek out positions and to do 
more intensive follow-up work on positions 
coming to its attention, as is the customary 
procedure with college placement bureaus 
and commercial agencies. 

The increasing interest of librarians in 
personnel questions is evidenced by the va- 
riety of questions on which the division was 


asked to supply information. Salaries, leaves | 


of absence—sabbatical, or for sickness, study, 
or travel—causes of death and ailments 
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common to librarians, hours of work, and 
vacation allowances were but a few of those 
received. Librarians of colleges, universities, 
and high schools inquired about the faculty 
status accorded to the chief librarian and to 
the professional staff. Others asked about 
rotation of work within the library and possi- 
bilities for exchanges between libraries. 

Requests for material on classification and 
pay plans were received from many sources. 
Most of these came from authorities of states 
and municipalities who wished to include 
plans for librarians in classification and pay 
plans for their governmental units. Ina few 
instances the requests came from librarians 
formulating schemes for their own libraries. 
As public administration groups are urging 
municipal and state officials to draw up 
classification and pay plans, a growing de- 
mand for this material is anticipated. 

Experts in public administration are also 
urging civil service for federal, state, and 
local governments and are advocating that 
the merit system be extended to all depart- 
ments except those having policy-making 
functions. This interest has resulted in the 
introduction of civil service bills in several 
state legislatures and in an increased demand 
from librarians for the pros and cons of civil 
service in libraries. 

The code of ethics of librarians has been 
the subject of several requests. The division 
has worked with the A. L. A. Committee on 
Code of Ethics and the Committee on Code 
of Ethics of the California Library Associa- 
tion in their efforts to formulate satisfactory 
codes. 

The division codperated on several projects 
with the Committee on Staff Organizations, 
which organized as a Round Table on Staff 
Organizations at the New York conference. 
Several individual staff organizations were 
furnished with data on such items as salaries, 
credit unions, vacation allowances, and pen- 
sions. 

The division has watched with considerable 
interest the new method in placement used 
by the special librarians in the New York 
area, and has codperated with the Employ- 
ment Committee of the Special Libraries 
Association on several occasions. At the 
New York conference, arrangements were 
made whereby registrants of the A. L. A. 





Personnel Division wishing special library 
work might visit libraries in New York City 
dealing with the subject matter of their 
particular interest. The list of registrants 
of the Illinois Chapter of the Special Li- 
braries Association was checked against the 
records of the A. L. A. Personnel Division 
in an effort to bring the information on 
registrants of this chapter up to date. 

For the third year, the division furnished 
the editors of the Municipal Yearbook names 
of public librarians in cities of 10,000 popu- 
lation and over when these names had been 
omitted by municipal authorities. 

At the request of the national director of 
library and book repair projects for the 
Women’s Division of the WPA, the list of 
librarians employed on WPA projects was 
made, with the codperation of the library 
schools, in the spring of 1937. With the 
coéperation of the library schools, the divi- 
sion furnished the national director of the 
Survey of Federal Archives the names of 
unemployed library school graduates and 
others. It was believed that many of these 
unemployed might be used advantageously 
on this project in the various states. 

Two annual conferences—Richmond and 
New York—were held during the time 
covered by this report. The results of con- 
ference interviews are far reaching, and of 
untold value, the members of the Personnel 
Division believe, even though these inter- 
views are admittedly unsatisfactory, due to 
the pressure of time and the numbers of 
persons to be interviewed. In an effort to 
facilitate matters at the New York confer- 
ence, the assistant in charge and the secretary 
of the division spent three days prior to the 
conference interviewing registrants from 
the New York area. Although this eased the 
situation somewhat, it did not do away with 
the congestion. At the Richmond conference 
there were over 600 interviews, while the 
number at New York was more than 900. 

The assistant in charge of the Personnel 
Division acts as executive assistant of the 
Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service, 
and in this capacity carries all of the head- 
quarters work of the committee other than 
the preparation of the eight groups of general 
and salary statistics for school, college, and 
public libraries. The report of this com- 
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mittee, the work of which is very closely 
allied with other phases of the work of the 
division, appears on pages 601-04 of this 
Bulletin. 

The NYA student who was assigned to 
the division by DePaul University during the 
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school year 1936-37 devoted her time pri- 
marily to committee matters, preparing cer- 
tain tabulations for the unemployment report 
and the cost of living survey. 
Haze B. TimMERMAN, Assistant 
in Charge, Personnel Division 


‘Department of Publishing and (o0perative Services 


Eprror1AL CoMMITTEE 


The secretary of the A. L. A. remarked 
recently that there is probably no major 
A. L. A. committee or board which concerns 
itself with as wide a variety nor with as 
large a number of individual items as does 
the Editorial Committee. Its interests, by 
nature of its activities, cut across those of the 
whole profession. To give a picture of what 
is going on is difficult because of the multi- 
plicity of items. However, at the com- 
mittee’s April meeting it was decided that 
an effort be made to lay before librarians 
as much as possible of the Association’s 
planning activities in the publishing field. 

It will be remembered that from 1933 to 
1935 the committee made an intensive effort 
to find out from librarians what it ought to 
be doing. Since November, 1935, the in- 
formation and suggestions gathered have 
been used as grist. A great deal of ma- 
chinery is in motion; boards, committees, 
subcommittees, and individuals are studying 
proposals, making recommendations, outlin- 
ing manuscripts, or actually preparing them. 
Careful work takes time, but the results are 
beginning to show. The following table, for 
instance, indicates the number of manu- 
scripts issued during the periods indicated: 


Period Books Pamphlets Total 
1933 12 13 25 
1934 (through 

August) 9 4 13 
1934-35 6 6 12 
1935-36 9 8 17 
1936-37 15 9 24 
1937-38* 22 12 34 





*Contemplated: Only those reasonably sure of ap- 
pearing before September, 1938, are included. 


It is recognized that quality must not be 
sacrificed. 


To this end, manuscripts are 





subjected to careful examination by special- 
ists in the fields concerned and opinion 
sought from boards and committees before 
recommendations are made by the Editorial 
Committee to the Executive Board. 

To give a fairly adequate picture of the 
processes which bring acceptable manuscripts 
into existence, we might consider one field of 
library interest as typical of most of the 
others. 

Take, for example, library service to chil- 
dren and young people, including schools. A 
part of a two-day meeting in November, 
1935, was given over to preliminary discus- 
sions of twenty-seven publishing proposals 
in the school field and ten in the field of 
library service for children and youth. 
Some reactions to these proposals had previ- 
ously been sought. Tentative conclusions 
regarding the merits of the proposals and 
ways and means of carrying out the worth 
while ones formed the basis for a new 
docket which was discussed with the Board 
on Library Service to Children and Young 
People at midwinter, 1935. In the spring 
of 1936, further reactions were sought from 
qualified individuals. On two specific pro- 
posals, The Fusion of the School Library 
with the Curriculum and Yearbooks, several 
pages summarizing new approaches and re- 
actions toward them were sent to a selected 
group of children’s, school, and teachers 
college librarians with an invitation to meet 
with the Editorial Committee and the Board 
on Library Service to Children and Young 
People at the Richmond conference. 

All of this has resulted in the appointment 
of the following committees to study, recom- 
mend, and in some cases prepare, manu- 
scripts: (1) The Fusion of the School 
Library and the Curriculum (a series may 
result) ; (2) The Adolescent and his Read- 
ing; (3) The Underprivileged or Retarded 
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Reader and the Library; (4) Types of 
School Library Administration; (5) Subject 
Index to Children’s Plays; (6) Planning and 
Equipment of School Libraries; (7) Plan- 
ning and Equipment of Children’s Rooms. 
The last two committees are not yet com- 
pleted. The results of their investigations 
will probably be issued in the series of 
Library Equipment Studies. These are all 
subcommittees of the board. In addition, 
there is a joint committee of the N. E. A. 
and A. L. A. at work on a new edition of 
Recreational Reading for Young People, and 
a subcommittee of the Section for Library 
Work with Children working on a new 
edition of Inexpensive Books for Boys and 
Girls. 

A bird’s-eye view of what is under way 
and what remains to be considered can be 
gained from the charts which follow. It 
should be remembered that all of these items 
are in a state of flux, that new proposals are 
coming in, and that they sometimes affect the 


scope of items already planned or even under 
way. 

It should also be noted that some of 
the items represent two or more suggestions 
which are closely related. Some of those 
listed as “planned or underway” represent 
projects about which we have learned and, 
whether issued by the A. L. A. or some other 
publisher, must necessarily be taken into 
account in considering proposals. No effort 
has been made to list here projects to which 
other publishers are definitely committed, al- 
though such projects influence the commit- 
tee’s actions to no small degree. 

It is hoped that examination of the charts 
will stimulate suggestions concerning new 
projects which should be undertaken as well 
as comments on proposals already at hand. 
Statements regarding the point of view from 
which a subject should be treated, the scope 
of the treatment, and the individual or group 
at which the book should be aimed, are very 
helpful. 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S Liprary FIeLps 





Planned or Under Way 


Proposed 


ADMINISTRATION 


Library in the school (new edition) 
Types of school library administration 
School library organization primer 


Budgets—Children’s department of public library 
Budgets—School libraries 
Library work with children—Manual (?) 


Book SELECTION—TOOLS 


Inexpensive books for boys and girls (new edition) 
Recreational reading for young people (new edition) 
Foreign literature in translation—Adolescents 


Graded list of books for children (new edition) 
High school list (new edition) 

Sight saving list for children 

Children’s books from twelve countries (new edi- 


tion) 
Illustrated editions of high school classics (new 
edition) 


BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 


Planning and equipment of children’s rooms 
Planning and equipment of school libraries 


INTEGRATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARY WITH CURRICULUM 


School library activity book 


Fusion of the library with the curriculum (series of 


case studies in various subjects) 


Book lists—Curriculum units 

Teaching use of library 

Integration of library instruction in teachers college 
curriculum 


SPECIAL PROBLEMS 


Adolescent and his reading 
Underprivileged reader 


Indexes: 
Children’s plays 
Easy reading books 
High school fiction 


istorical poetry and drama 
oetry 


Vocations in biography 
Vocations in fiction 
Vocations in short stories 





SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 


Index—tTuvenile fiction 
Bookmark—Newbery and Caldecott awards (annual) 
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PuBLIC RELATIONS 
Children’s reading—Pamphlet for adults Popular interpretation of library service to children 
Underlying principles of school libraries and youth 
Lrprary History AND BIOGRAPHY 


History of school libraries Caroline M. Hewins (American Library Pioneers?) 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY FIELD 





Planned or Under Way Proposed 
ADMINISTRATION 
College libraries—Symposium College and university library manual | 
University library—Internal problems College libraries—Finance and accounting 
University library—External control —e manual 
ear s 


Book SELECTION—TOOLS 


Supplement to Shaw list Current book list—Undergraduate level 
=P Current book list—Scholarly publications 
Annual supplements to Shaw supplement 
BUILDINGS AND EQuiIPMENT 
College library buildings—Portfolio with critical Junior college library buildings (few to be incorpo. 
comment rated in item in left column) 


STUDIES AND SURVEYS 


Survey of Catholic liberal arts college libraries _ Summaries of significant studies (annually?) 
Junior college library in relation to instructional Survey of California junior colleges 
procedures Reading in colleges 


Educational methods—Influence on reading and use 
of library materials 
Abstracts of library school theses in the field 
SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 
Guide to bibliographies of foreign theses Resources (several items) 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE CATALOGING FIELD 














Planned or Under Way Proposed 


CATALOGING—GENERAL 
A. L. A, catalog rules (new edition) 
Introduction to cataloging . . . (new edition) 
Simple library cataloging (new edition) 
Catalogers’ . . . yearbooks 
Comparison of cataloging codes 


CATALOGING—SPECIAL 
Special collections: Special collections: 
Local collection anuscripts 
Maps Pamphlets 
Music 


Photographs and slides 
Public documents 


Cataloging manual for high school libraries 


CLASSIFICATION 
Code for classifiers (new edition) 
Classification code for school libraries 
A philosophy of classification 


SuByEcT HEADINGS 


The Special Libraries Association has several special 


¢ Symposium on principles of subject headings 
lists under way i 


List for music : - 
Union list in technical subjects 


FILING 


Standard code for filing cards 
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PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE PUBLIC AND GENERAL Liprary FIELD 





Planned or Under Way Proposed 


ADMINISTRATION 


Public library administration Metropolitan areas 
Small public library Work scheduling charts 

Public library finance and budgets Insurance—Books 

Personnel problems Special problems of medium-sized public library 
Planning—National and state 

Statistics manual 

Surveys manual | 

Primer (in Spanish) 


EXTENSION 
City extension service County and regional libraries—Manual 
Regional libraries : 
State aid and state agencies 


LEGISLATION 
American library laws (supplement) Laws—County and regional libraries 
Legislation 


PuBLic RELATIONS 
Library reports Primer of librarianship 
Community relations Libraries and leisure ; 
Library exhibits Library and the community (new edition?) 
eo Publicity service (continuing) 
Publicity manual Reading—Popular leaflet for adults 


BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 


Library buildings (Wheeler) Equipment studies: : 
Public library buildings—Portfolio One room library and home-made furniture 
Equipment studies: Display equipment 
loors and floor coverings Small — 
° 


Loan desk equipment Methods for reproducing cards 
Shelving 


Library interiors 





TECHNICAL Processes (ExcepT CATALOGING) 


Binding manual 


er 1 Library methods 
Bibliographical methods and techniques 


Book SELECTION 
Book selection Book selection—Manual (?) ’ . 
Editions—How to choose (treat as introduction to 
Editions file, below?) 


Book SELECTION—TOOLS 


A. L. A. catalog, 1932-1936 

Replacement list of fiction (new edition) 

Periodicals for smal library (new edition) s 

eference books of 1935-1936 1000 useful books pie ke hs 

Buying list for small libraries (new edition) 
Books by Catholic authors _ , 
Foreign fiction and drama in translation 
ak language lists (several) 
Heal ; 
Books for inexperienced readers (adult) 
Variant titles | 
Viewpoint series _ q 
Booklist, suggestions concerning 
Booklist for small libraries 
Editions file 


Books of general interest . . . (new edition) 
Business, science, and technical : 
combine 
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LIBRARIANSHIP, LIBRARIANS AND GENERAL 


American library history 

History of the A. L. A. 

Library of tomorrow . 

Dictionary of library terms (terminology report) 


American Library Pioneers (several) 
Library oy | 

Dictionary of librarianship 
Philosophy of librarianship 

Library annual 

Encyclopedia of library economy 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND SERVICES 


Ephemera 

ospital library . 
Maps (see also, Cataloging) 
Medical library primer 
Microphotography 
Music department manual | 
Pamphlets (see also, Cataloging) 
Public documents, 1937 


Hospital libraries symposium 

Hospital libraries—International handbook 
Local collection (see also, Cataloging) 
some a (see also, Cataloging) 
Municipa 

Picture collection 

Public documents (five) 

Special libraries 


reference service—Small libraries 


SERVICE TO READERS 


Adult education 

Circulation work 

Readable books symposium 
Reference work—Subject approach 


Reference methods 


SERVICE TO READERS—T OOLS 


Books for adult illiterates (combine with Readable 
oks, above?) mY 

Anniversaries and holidays (new edition) | 

Literature of American history (new edition) 

A. L. A. portrait index (new edition) 

Subject list of serials 

Reading course—Psychology 


In all, about ninety publishing items are 
definitely planned or under way. Some of 
the thirty which are expected to appear 
within the next twelve months are: a second 
five-year supplement to the 4. L. 4. Catalog, 
1926; a manual on bookbinding prepared by 
a joint committee of the A. L. A. and the 
Library Binding Institute; a long awaited 
volume on The Hospital Library; four short 
indexes of interest to public and school li- 
braries; two Library Equipment Studies; 
two studies originally made for the Joint 
Committee on Materials for Research and 
the Social Science Research Council on 
sources and uses of maps and of pamphlets; 
a treatment of statistics for librarians, with 
specific library applications; a symposium on 
the library of tomorrow; additions to the 
series of Public Documents and Catalogers’ 
Yearbooks; a new edition of the Code for 


Adult books to read aloud 

Bibliographic terms—Dictionary 

Club programs 

Forces in English and American fiction 

Hobbies, with bibliographies 

Indexes: 

More than 20 indexes have been proposed in addi- 

tion to those listed under other classifications. 
A canvass of the larger libraries is in process to 
find out what indexes exist and to avoid dupli- 
cating work already done. 

Reading courses 

Reading lists (many) 

Sequels 


Classifiers; a symposium on college library 
administration inspired by articles which ap- 
peared in the A. L. A. Bulletin; a summary 
of college library building principles plus 
pictures, floor plans, and comments on about 
fifty recent buildings; a two-year supplement 
to Mudge’s Guide; a book on school library 
activities which will serve as a recipe book 
to librarian or teacher wishing to integrate 
the library with instruction; a book on local 
library surveys; one of national and state 
plans for library development. There are 
several others. 

To bring a mass of proposals to the stage 
indicated by the charts has taken almost two 
years. There have been seventeen meetings 


of the committee since November, 1935: six 
of the Editorial Committee alone; two with 
the Board on the Library and Adult Educa- 
tion; two with the Board on Library Service 
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to Children; two with the College Library 
Advisory Board; two with the Committee on 
Library Equipment and Appliances; one with 
the Board on Library Service to Children and 
an invited group of librarians; one with the 
Cataloging Committee; and one with a 
special committee representing the College 
Library Advisory Board and the College 
and Reference Section. These meetings were 
interspersed with numerous inquiries regard- 
ing the merits of certain proposals, the best 
approach to different subjects, the scope and 
method of treatment, and the many other 
minutiae which inevitably crop up as inten- 
sive work progresses. To the hundreds of 
librarians who have assisted in all of this 
work and to the scores who have critically 
examined outlines and manuscripts, the com- 
mittee wishes to express its deep appreciation 
and its sincere thanks. When one considers 
these significant contributions, it cannot but 
be realized that A. L. A. publishing is un- 
mistakably a codperative enterprise. 

Two members of the present committee, 
Agnes Camilla Hansen and the chairman, 
were held over from the one preceding. 
Herbert B. Anstaett, Helen Margaret Har- 
ris, and Georgie G. McAfee were appointed 
to succeed Charles H. Brown, Clarence E. 
Sherman, and Amy Winslow, under whose 
chairmanship the publishing program was 
inaugurated. 

Louis J. Battey, Chairman 
A. L. A. Editorial Committee 
Everett O. Fontaine, Chief 
Department of Publishing and 
Coéperative Services 


Epiror1AL DEPARTMENT 


During the period May, 1936, to July, 
1937, thirty-nine titles were issued, only six 
of which were of less than pamphlet size. 
In addition, sixteen titles were reprinted. 

Of the new titles, six were produced for 
other departments of the A. L. A., and two 
were published jointly with other publishers 
—Alternative Classification for Catholic 
Books with Bruce Publishing Company, and 
Principles of College Library Administration 
with the University of Chicago Press. Books 
about Jobs was published for the National 
Occupational Conference. 

The interests of practically all branches of 





library work were reflected in the titles pub- 
lished. In the general field were titles such 
as Book Numbers by Bertha Barden, 
Booklist Books, 1936, Vocational Guidance 
through the Library by Harry D. Kitson and 
Mary R. Lingenfelter, and The Library 
Trustee by Anna Gertrude Hall. Of more 
special interest were Index to Folk Dances 
and Singing Games, List of Books for Junior 
College Libraries, Digest of County Library 
Laws, Guide to Bibliographies of Theses, 
Manual of Serials Work, History of Chil- 
dren’s Literature and Basic Reference Books. 
While the latter two might seem to be of 
greater interest to library schools, their con- 
tent and arrangement is such that they may 
be used easily and profitably as reference 
tools by libraries. 

Material which might be used to interpret 
the library was represented by The Public 
Library by Lloyd V. Ballard, What Libraries 
Mean to the Nation by Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt, and The Library by Robert M. 
Hutchins. The first presents the library as 
a social institution, the last, as an instrument 
of popular education in the future. 

Somewhat similar in purpose but much 
more promotional and graphic in its presenta- 
tion was The Equal Chance—Books Help 
To Make It, which was prepared under the 
supervision of the Public Library Division. 
Many librarians already have found it to be 
excellent propaganda for widespread library 
service, particularly useful in campaigns for 
state aid. 

Two yearbook series were continued with 
the publication of Numbers 5 and 6 of the 
Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Yearbook, and 
Public Documents, 1935 and Public Docu- 
ments, 1936. It will be noticed that with the 
coéperation of the sections concerned, publi- 
cation schedules of these yearbooks have been 
advanced so that they appear sooner after 
the conference to which they are related. 
To make the contents of these series more 
easily available, Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ 
Yearbook No. 5 and Public Documents, 1936 
each contained a cumulative index to the 
preceding volumes in the series. 

Publication of Book Automobiles inaugu- 
rated the series, Library Equipment Studies. 
Because of the variety of subjects to be 
covered in this series, all titles probably will 
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not be issued in uniform format but rather 
in whatever form seems most suitable for 
the treatment of each subject. It is likely, 
however, that all will be planographed. 

Another new series, Studies of Adult Edu- 
cation and Library Relations, was begun with 
the publication of John Chancellor’s The 
Library in the TVA Adult Education 
Program. 

Microphotography for Libraries, resulting 
from the symposium held at Richmond, was 
originally planned to anticipate a coming 
need. The publication and the need, how- 
ever, apparently developed at the same time, 
as upon its issuance demands from both in- 
side and outside the profession soon required 
a second printing. 

Dr. Fred Eastman’s Books that Have 
Shaped the W orld, on the other hand, is ex- 
pected to satisfy the long existing need of 
those readers who, bewildered by the mass 
of books in a library, have importuned li- 
brarians to tell them what books they ought 
to read. Its friendly, conversational essays, 
it is hoped, will introduce many a reader to 
those two hundred selected “friends” of Dr. 
Eastman which he has included in his lists. 
In producing the book every possible economy 
was effected so that it could be offered for 
sale at a price which would permit libraries 
to buy enough copies to satisfy their readers. 

Another long existent need will, it is be- 
lieved, be satisfied by The Library Trustee 
prepared for the A. L. A. Trustees Section 
by Anna Gertrude Hall. Its comprehensive 
range of subjects treated in concise question 
and answer form covers not only the 
trustee’s relation to and participation in the 
various activities of his library but also what 
might be termed his “professional” activities 
in his own community, his state, and in 
national library affairs. 

The handling of matters related to the 
Subscription Books Bulletin continues to be 
a major occupation of the department. In 
fact, it is difficult at times to keep it from 
being an all-engrossing one. So true is this 
that it seems desirable to call attention to 
that part of the committee’s report on page 
604 which asks the codperation of subscribers 
in reducing the number of individual inquiries 
now being received by both the committee 
and A. L. A. Headquarters. 
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The efforts toward economy in production 
mentioned in the last report have been con- 
tinued. All publications are now designed 
by the editor, thus permitting the use of 
printers who do not have expensive designing 
departments and whose prices therefore are 
lower. Printers outside the expensive Chi- 
cago area are also being used more fre- 
quently. Additional savings are being made 
by purchasing much of our paper directly 
from the mills. However, to offset these 
efforts, materials and manufacturing costs 
have increased considerably in the past year 
as the result of a shortage of materials, wage 
increases, and new taxes. It follows natu- 
rally that prices of our future publications 
may be comparatively higher than those in 
the recent past. 

Planographing, of course, continues to be 
used for the production of those books which 
could not be produced by letterpress without 
a resultant prohibitive sales price. Of the 
thirty-nine titles mentioned previously, ten 
were planographed. In the minds of some 
people, such restricted use of this medium is 
satisfactory. In the minds of others, even 
such use is undesirable because they believe 
it results in publications which are not only 
unattractive but which are _ insufficiently 
legible. In view of this apparently diverse 
opinion, the editor would welcome expres- 
sions of opinion concerning either a specific 
title or the subject in general. 

Harotp Encuisn, Editor of Publications 


BooKLIsT 


The most important change in the history 
of the Booklist is taking place as this report 
is being written. It is the beginning of 
semimonthly instead of monthly issuance of 
the Booklist. Hereafter it will appear on 
the first and the fifteenth of each month, 
except August; that issue will remain the 
annual index number. The change was the 
unanimous recommendation of the Booklist 
staff, the A. L. A. Editorial Committee 
approved it, and the Executive Board on 
June 20 authorized it. That subscribers 
will benefit by the change is obvious. Details 
about the two issues appear in the Septem- 
ber first Booklist. Previously a_ special 
committee of the Executive Board had 
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recommended that the subscription price be 
made $3. The Executive Board authorized 
that change also. 

During the past year the Booklist secured 
a compiler for the much needed lists of 
United States documents suitable for use by 
medium-sized libraries. Jeanne Griffin, as- 
sistant librarian of the Kalamazoo Public 
Library, and member of the A. L. A. Public 
Documents Committee, compiled three lists 
and will continue to do so for future issues. 

As usual an effort was made to supply a 
few good articles on current topics. Some 
of the most successful were “Ideas through 
Pictures” by O. P. Goslin, “America and 
the Far East” by Bruno Lasker, “Homes for 
Modern Living” by Anna Ejikenhout, and 
“Campaign Literature” by Lillian Carlen 
and Thurston Taylor. The last one was 
especially noteworthy because it dealt with 
a good deal of ephemeral material difficult 
to secure, and steered a sane course through 
the maze of heated political discussion and 
partisanship. 

The regular annual special lists were 
printed—two “Recent Books for Hospital 
Use” compiled by the A. L. A. Hospital Li- 
braries Committee, Mrs. Valeria E. Grieson, 
chairman, and one “Books for Young 
People, 1936” compiled by a subcommittee 
of the Young People’s Reading Round Table, 
F. Marie Foster, chairman. Fewer lists of 
foreign books were carried. Those included 
were Bohemian and Bulgarian, French, Ser- 
bian and Croatian, and Polish. It is hoped 
that space can be found for more of these 
during the coming year. All foreign lists are 
arranged for by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Work with the Foreign Born. Another 
special list of importance was “Additions to 
the Theater Library,” contributed biennially 
by Rosamond Gilder of the National Theater 
Conference. These contributions by A. L. A. 
committee members and other individuals are 
valuable additions which are much appreci- 
ated by Booklist subscribers. 

Continuing the policy of securing opinions 
from special groups, several librarians in the 
fields of insurance, banking, statistics, horti- 
culture, industrial relations, and science and 
industry are now voting on the tentative lists. 

A vacancy on the Booklist editorial staff 
was filled in August, 1936, by Margaret 





Willis, of the St. Louis Public Library. 

From September 1, 1936, through August 
31, 1937, 5,368 books were received, and 
2,334 books were entered in the Booklist. 
Of these, 575 were in series and editions; 
256 were new children’s books. 

Last year when the new School and Chil- 
dren’s Library Division was set up at the 
headquarters office, provision was made only 
for half-time work by each of the two 
specialists. The specialist in children’s litera- 
ture and the school library specialist were 
to give the remaining half time to the work 
of the Booklist. This arrangement, perhaps 
theoretically good, has not been the success 
anticipated. The impracticability and im- 
possibility of half-time work for the Booklist 
by members of the new division have been 
thoroughly demonstrated, because of the 
great amount of division work demanded and 
the absences of the staff on field trips. It is 
hoped that the situation, which is serious, can 
be relieved in the near future. 

ZAIDEE B. VosPER 
Editor of the Booklist 


SALES 


Sales of publications for the twelve-month 
period ending August 31, 1937, amounted to 
$63,171, and actual income, $64,245. The 
budget estimate of receipts for this fiscal year 
was $62,070. 

A comparison of this year’s income with 
that of previous years shows an encourag- 
ing trend. The graph below indicates that 
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current sales exceed the total for each of the 
four preceding years. The growth in sales 
may be attributed not only to increased buy- 
ing, but also to the fact that more titles 
were published than in previous twelve- 
month periods. Twenty-four new books and 
pamphlets were published during the year 
and twelve earlier titles had to be reprinted. 
In 1935-36, only seventeen books were is- 
sued; in 1934-35, twelve. Seven publica- 
tions scheduled for this year and included in 
the budget failed to materialize and eight 
others not budgeted have been issued. 

Among the new books, best sellers were 
Books about Jobs, for which many advance 
orders had been received, The History of 
Children’s Literature, and Basic Reference 
Books. The following sold well to limited 
groups: Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Year- 
book No. 5, Principles of College Library 
Administration, Public Documents, 1936, and 
Microphotography for Libraries, now in a 
second printing. It is interesting to note 
that none of these books is priced at less 
than $2. 

Several earlier publications continued to 
sell well during the year, notably Library in 
the School, Catalog Rules, Graded List of 
Books for Children, Guide to Reference 
Books, Simple Library Cataloging, Introduc- 
tion to Cataloging and the Classification of 
Books, and 1000 Books for the Senior High 
School Library. 

It is not often that an A. L. A. publication 
is of interest to the book trade. Books That 
Have Shaped the W orld, published in July, 
has already aroused considerable interest 
among librarians, booksellers, ministers, and 
laymen. Because of the increasing number 
of orders from booksellers, particularly the 
denominational stores, plans are under way 
to introduce the book more widely to the 
general trade. 

This year about 60,000 letters and 50,000 
pieces of printed and mimeographed matter 
were mailed to all classes of libraries, some 
selected groups of librarians, and others. 
Advertising has appeared each month in 
five library periodicals and less frequently in 
about fifteen other magazines. Mailing of 
review copies of books and publicity releases 
to library and other publications has made 
it possible to obtain increased recognition of 
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A. L. A. activities within and without the 
profession and to make A. L. A. publications 
better known. During the past year there 
was opportunity to experiment with the pro- 
motion of several earlier titles by calling 
attention to some books which librarians 
later told us had been overlooked. Ad- 
vantage will be taken of similar opportuni- 
ties as they arise. 

Exhibits of A. L. A. publications were sent 
to some twenty-five state library association 
meetings, six teacher and school library 
groups, three regional library meetings, and 
one meeting of library trustees. Plans are 
being considered for improving these exhibits 
in order to make them of greater professional 
interest. At the Midwinter meeting and the 
New York conference, especially designed 
display equipment was used and was prob- 
ably partly responsible for the increased 
attention which the new books received and 
for greater sales as compared with previous 
years. An attractively designed A. L. A. 
booth at the meeting of the Department of 
Superintendence of the N. E. A., at New 
Orleans, was shared by the Publishing De- 
partment and the Joint Committee of the 
A. L. A. and N. E. A. 

The circulation of the Booklist, now 6,680, 
continues to grow. The figure a year ago 
was 6,290. While the Subscription Books 
Bulletin also shows an increase, with its 
circulation now 3,259, it is still difficult to 
understand why more libraries and schools 
are unwilling to invest $1 a year in such 
dependable insurance against ill-advised 
purchases. 

Revenue produced by the sales depart- 
ment in the 1936-37 fiscal year is itemized as 
follows: 


Nn PCT CC eT ETT ere $64,245 
Booklist—subscriptionS .......+..++-ee8 16,644 
Booklist—sale of review books ......... 4534 

Booklist—advertising ........seeeeeeees 7,969 
A. L. A. conference—exhibit space ...... 6,151 


A. L. A. conference—program advertising 820 


$100,175 


Not only did the revenue from the sale of 
publications exceed the budget estimate, but 
also Booklist subscriptions, advertising, sale 
of review books, and exhibit space. 

Haroitp H. LAsKEY 
Sales and Advertising Assistant 
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‘Department of Membership Organization 
and Information 


MEMBERSHIP 


The last report of this committee’s work 
was drafted in March, 1936, and printed in 
the Bulletin for May, 1936. It is therefore 
a sixteen-month period, including two an- 
nual conferences, which the present report 
covers. 

Measured by its briefly noted objectives, 
to hold and increase A. L. A. membership, to 
make recommendations concerning dues, and 
to aid in improving service to members, this 
committee working with the Membership 
Department at headquarters has been con- 
tinuously active throughout the period. 

Through its 80 members it is in constant 
touch with the membership in each state and 
province, and has special representatives in 
many of the larger cities. With every 
opportunity tor knowing local conditions and 
reactions, it has carried forward promotion 
work through the customary channels of 
prospect lists, codperation with library 
schools, Personnel Division information, and 
individual correspondence. 

During the period covered by this report, 
3,186 new members have been enrolled, while 
240 were lost by resignation, 78 by death, 
and 1,116 by failure to pay 1936 dues. The 
1937 delinquent list on August 1 is 1,541 
which is expected to be materially reduced 
before the end of the calendar or member- 
ship year. The total paid membership on 
August 1 is 13,749 or 1,139 more than at 
the same time a year ago. Forty-eight states, 
the District of Columbia, and seven Can- 
adian provinces have shared in this increase. 

The six states having the largest new 


enrollment since the 1936 Handbook was 
printed are: 


Eee err 638 
PEPE E AT ee 146 
eee 134 
RS SAG 129 
SN cv ccausdcctncroenen 126 
Ee Sos cae cccndn akececin 92 


During this same period, the six states 





showing the greatest percentage of new 
memberships are: 


EE oc 35 0d ca ascaanbnbtensan 44.7% 
EE Licuakeaes bhsae Paces ee 34.0 
ST WEE 4 bs acansanssepucasiul 32.8 
ano tea ck cavae shana 29.6 
ED . s vac chien ea ss ane eeee 28.2 
IT 5 vis (dna 444s Ga 24.8 


Of the Canadian provinces, British Co- 
lumbia made a 40 per cent increase and 
Ontario, 22 per cent. 

An analysis of Bulletin space will show 
that this approach to members has not been 
ignored in efforts to keep before them the 
importance of understanding and participat- 
ing in the Association’s work. Such articles 
as that on “The A. M.A. and the A. L. A.” 
in the Bulletin, July, 1936; “How the 
A. L. A. Saves Money for Libraries,” 
October, 1936; “As Francis Bacon Saw It,” 
January, 1937; “Is Your City Well Repre- 
sented?” February; “No Longer a Lonely 
Crusoe,” March; “Practical Reasons for 
Belonging to the A. L. A.,” April; “Not To 
Be Taken for Granted,” and “The A. L. A. 
and Its Money,” May; and “Important to 
a Newcomer,” in June, are examples. 

Most of these articles were written on 
request and have been made available in 
reprint form for the use of the committee. 
Other than these, the chief piece of promo- 
tion printing has been the recently issued 
sixteen-page leaflet, The Library Trustee 
and the A. L. A., which emphasizes in con- 
cise form the work of the Association which 
is of greatest direct service to library board 
members. Plans for a general effort to in- 
terest more trustees in participating in the 
Association’s work are being made for the 
fall and winter, when copies of the leaflet 
will be widely distributed. 

The committee has held two business 
meetings, one at the Richmond conference, 
the other in New York. At each of these, 
reports of progress were received from the 
special subcommittee to study a professional 
classification of A. L. A. membership. A 
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plan has been drafted for discussion and 
approval by the Membership Committee be- 
fore it is recommended for action by the 
Association. 

A report of this organizational work 
would not be complete without mention of 
the following several items of special in- 
vestigation and compilation prepared in the 
headquarters office during the period covered 
by this report, and handled in addition to the 
usual membership routine work: 

A selected list of 850 college libraries, for 
the use of the Membership Committee chair- 
man, showing a special weakness in institu- 
tional membership in this field 

A chronological summary of the Associa- 
tion’s position in regard to Negro attendance 
at conferences 

A chart of A. L. A. official representation 
at state and regional library meetings during 
the past four years, for information and 
guidance of the President 

A directory of school librarians, including 
a geographical index, for publication and dis- 
tribution by the School and Children’s Li- 
brary Division 

The compilation of material for a sixteen- 
page leaflet on A. L. A. services to trustees 
which was assembled for a subcommittee of 
the Executive Board and published as men- 
tioned above 

A directory of catalogers and classifiers, 
published in the Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ 
Yearbook, No. 5 

A compilation of statistics on members in 
college, university, and special reference li- 
braries, for a committee studying reorganiza- 
tion of the College and Reference Section 

An appraisal sheet as a measure of the 
Association’s effectiveness from the point of 
view of its members. This was distributed 
to a sampling of 500 members. (Returns 
have been tabulated but not yet summarized 
for a report) 

A collection of tabular information as- 
sembled for the American Youth Commission 
gathering statistical and financial informa- 
tion about educational organizations 

A compilation of extensive tabular infor- 
mation on the A. L. A. at the request of the 
National Resources Committee for the use 
of its Research Committee on Urbanism 

Descriptive information about the A. L. A. 
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and its relationship to state and local units, 
and its divisions of special group interests, 
for the use of the National Education As. 
sociation’s Educational Policies Commission 
report, 4 National Organization for Educa- 
tion 

Membership work is not dramatic. No 
high pressure salesmanship methods are 
advocated. No sudden bursts of campaign 
fervor are indulged in. Quiet, continuovs 
efforts to convince intelligent librarians of 
the advantages and responsibilities of actively 
supporting their national organization 
have resulted in a healthy and sustained 
growth. 

To grow as the profession grows, to hold 
its interest, and to meet its needs are prime 
requirements of any professional organiza- 
tion. The part of the committee and the 
Membership Department in this is obvious, 
Their personnel meets with little acclaim 
and frequent discouragement. To be able 
to show a balance on the right side of the 
ledger means much. To all who have helped 
in any way to make this possible, the com- 
mittee and the department record their 
appreciation. 

WIiniFrep Ver Nooy, Chairman 
A. L. A. Membership Committee 
Cora M. Beatty, Chief 
Department of Membership 


Organization and Infor..ation 





SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP AND ENDOWMENT | 


During the past year and a half (since 
the last committee report) emphasis in the 


special membership work has been laid again | 


outside of the profession. This has neces- 
sitated additional work of an educational 
nature to acquaint laymen with library aims 
and objectives, with the Association’s rela- 
tion to them, and with the need for support. 
It has not been as simple a task as in pre- 


ceding years when, because of depression ' 


conditions, the emphasis was turned within 
the profession to individuals, groups, and 
institutions already informed and interested. 

During the depression years physical needs 
were stressed so constantly that library re- 
quirements were somewhat overshadowed. 
How, with the return of better times, could 
book needs be brought to attention? 
“Friends of the Library” groups have been 





: 


j 
i 
; 
' 
' 





ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 537 


the one answer. Other projects carried on 
for the purpose of securing sympathetic in- 
terest have been: (1) using the A. L. A. con- 
ferences as opportunities to dramatize citizen 
interest and to spread the “Friends” idea; 
(2) promoting citizen interest through simi- 
lar activities at state association meetings; 
(3) enlisting the interest of special groups, 
such as library trustees, authors, women’s 
clubs, etc.; (4) publicity material designed 
and used to enlist support; (5) securing and 
making available to libraries the advice of 
specialists on gifts and bequests; (6) direct- 
mail efforts, sometimes undertaken with the 
assistance of interested trustees or other li- 
brary friends. 


“Friends of the Library” Groups 


The “Friends of the Library” idea has 
been used by college, public, teachers college, 
junior college, technological institute, school, 
prison, and other special libraries. Its 
adaptability to all types of libraries is in- 
creasingly evident as reports of new groups 
in-the-making are received. 

Between sixty and sixty-five groups have 
been organized within the past eighteen 
months. The membership in each group 
varies in number from forty or fifty in the 
smaller, to from six to nine hundred in the 
larger ones. Various methods have been 
used to launch the organizations. A book 
fair, held during Book Week, was used to 
place before the public the objectives of a 
county library group. Large city libraries 
are experimenting with the idea of centering 
their “Friends” activities around the various 
branches and around special collections. 
Later these smaller groups will be united 
into one city-wide organization. The first 
Canadian “Friends” group was organized in 
April, 1937, at St. John, New Brunswick. 
The first one in Mexico was announced re- 
cently, centered around the Library of Con- 
gress of Mexico. 

A mimeographed handbook describing in 
detail how “Friends of the Library” groups 
are organized and how they function is dis- 
tributed free by the Special Membership 
Division at A. L. A. Headquarters and ad- 
visory assistance is supplied on request.. A 
revised edition of the handbook to include 
much recent material has required consider- 





able time and effort in compilation but will 
soon be ready for distribution. 

One of the largest and most active public 
library groups of “Friends,” at Jackson, 
Michigan, numbering 840 members in its 
first year, has made a scrapbook to depict 
step by step how enthusiastic civic interest 
was aroused. Gifts of books and money 
were showered upon the library; salaries of 
the library staff were raised 25 per cent; 
and interest in increased support on a per- 
manent basis was stimulated. ‘The scrap- 
book has been made available for loan to 
libraries through the Special Membership 
Division at headquarters. 


Conference Activities 


The A. L. A. conferences have been 
utilized by the committee as opportunities to 
secure sympathetic interest on the part of 
persons to whom the Association—and li- 
brary work in general—may be only remotely 
known. Two projects sponsored by the com- 
mittee are the “Friends of the Library” 
luncheons and the Library Gifts Round 
Tables. 

Friends of the Library Luncheons. Since 
1929, these annual gatherings to emphasize 
citizen interest have grown steadily in 
popularity. At the Richmond A. L. A. con- 
ference in 1936, the President of the United 
States; the secretary of the interior; the 
governors of three states; the mayor of 
Richmond; the treasurer of the Wisconsin 
Federation of Women’s Clubs; the president 
of the Richmond Public Library Board; 
governors’ delegates from more than a score 
of states; the president of the (British) Li- 
brary Association—all participated in a 
“Friends of the Library” luncheon sponsored 
by the committee and attended by more than 
400 persons. 

At the New York conference, 900 guests 
attended. Many and varied were the kinds 
of citizen interest represented. At the 
speakers’ table, for example, there were: Dr. 
John H. Finley, honorary chairman of the 
Special Membership Committee, a trustee 
of the New York Public Library, and a 
charter member of both the Friends of 
Princeton Library and the Friends of Knox 
College Library. Dr. Finley presided as 
toastmaster. 
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Representing local library interests were 
a member of the Citizens Library Committee 
of New York City; the president of the 
Friends of the Brooklyn Public Library; 
president of the New York Society Library, 
and the presidents of the New York Public 
Library and Brooklyn Public Library 
Boards. 

Representing state library interests were 
the president of the trustees section of the 
New Jersey Library Association and a score 
or more of governors’ delegates, three of 
whom brought messages to the meeting from 
their states’ chief executives. 

For national library interests there were 
present the retiring president and president- 
elect of the A. L. A.; the national chairman 
of library service of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs; the librarian of Con- 
gress. 

International library codperation was 
represented by the secretary of the Carnegie 
Corporation, the secretary of the British 
Museum, who addressed the meeting by 
radio from London, and a librarian from 
Caracas, Venezuela, South America. 

In this way, gathered informally about the 
luncheon tables, the guests are completely 
detached from their other interests and con- 
tent to listen to someone whose opinion they 
respect tell them the value of libraries and 
why lay interest in library progress is needed. 
Thus the committee presents the case for 
libraries and for the A. L. A., but it is 
citizens telling each other rather than li- 
brarians telling laymen. 

Invited as guests are library trustees, 
A. L. A. supporting members, library donors, 
authors, publishers, representatives of na- 
tional, state, and local organizations in- 
terested in education, lay speakers at the 
conference and any other citizens concerned 
in any way with books and libraries. En- 
thusiasm is contagious and carries over until 
the guests return to their own communities. 
Librarians who attend help to spread the 
idea also when they return home. 

The programs for the past three years 
have been broadcast over a coast-to-coast 
network through the codperation of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company, thus reaching 
another large audience. At the Richmond 
and New York conferences a special feature 
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was the overseas broadcast to the meeting by 
short wave from English friends speaking 
from London. 

Nine state associations followed the ex- 
ample set by the A. L. A. conference “Friends 
of the Library” meetings and, in response 
to a suggestion from the committee chair- 
man, held similar luncheon or dinner meet- 
ings to promote citizen interest. 

Library Gifts Round Table. Since 1933, 
this event sponsored by the committee at the 
A L.A. conference has brought the advice 
of trust officers, lawyers, bankers, and fund- 
raising specialists from outside the profession 
and an interchange of ideas within the pro- 
fession on questions pertaining to library 
gifts and bequests. From the addresses, 
printed material has been made available 
for distribution. Previously there had been 
almost nothing in print on the subject. 

Speakers at Richmond and New York 
included the president of a fund-raising 
organization who is also acting-president of 
a university; a book collector and library 
donor who founded the Friends of Knox 
College Library; a former president of the 
New Jersey Bar Association, who inter- 
preted some of the new revenue laws affect- 
ing gifts and bequests; and the newly 
appointed secretary of the Association of 
American Colleges who told of college 
policies in encouraging donations. 


Enlisting the Interest of Special Groups 


Library trustees. Dr. John H. Finley and 
John Stewart Bryan, president of the Rich- 
mond Public Library Board, as honorary 
chairman and vice chairman, respectively, of 
the committee have given invaluable service 
to its work. (The chairman of the com- 
mittee on the Library of the House of 
Representatives was a new supporting mem- 
ber enrolled by Dr. Finley.) H. Fletcher 
Brown, trustee of the Wilmington Institute 
Free Library, and an A. L. A. Sustaining 
Member for many years, assisted also in 
enrolling new members. The latter codpera- 
tion was secured through the Delaware com- 
mittee member, Nellie Morton. 

Authors. A codperative effort was tried 
by which publishers engaged tables of ten 
places at the “Friends of the Library” 
luncheon in New York and invited some of 
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their own authors, literary critics, or special 
writers as guests. About seventy-five at- 
tended as a result of this effort. Authors 
who have enrolled as special members are 
Zona Gale, Eugene O'Neill, Sinclair Lewis, 
Edna Ferber, Kathleen Norris, and Arthur 
Bowie Chrisman. Zona Gale has written 
the text for a leaflet to promote gifts to 
libraries (a voluntary contribution). 

Women’s clubs. Jennie T. Schrage, com- 
mittee member from Wisconsin who is also 
chairman of library service for the Wiscon- 
sin Federation of Women’s Clubs, has 
worked in codperation with the national 
chairman of library service for the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs to enroll state 
federations as contributing members. A 
memorial contributing membership was pre- 
sented to the Association at Richmond by the 
Wisconsin federation, and the general 
federation at its January executive commit- 
tee meeting in Washington also voted a 
contributing membership as a result of this 
effort. (The Iowa federation has held one 
for several years.) 


Publicity Material to Enlist Support 

Publications designed and used to enlist 
support are: 

A. Friends of the Library Groups. 
Mimeographed handbook telling how to 
organize groups. Widely distributed free in 
Tesponse to requests. 

B. Remember the Library. A leaflet to 
encourage gifts and bequests. Sample copies 
free. Fifteen thousand distributed to date. 

C. News Letters. Libraries Need Citi- 
zen Interest and The World’s Largest Edu- 
cational Institution, broadsides presenting 
parts of Secretary Ickes’ radio speech to the 
Richmond conference and the message of 
President Roosevelt to the “Friends of the 
Library” luncheon. Multigraphed copies 
were distributed at the last general session 
at Richmond and printed copies were sent 
to a selected list of lay members and pros- 
pects and were supplied on request for 
distribution at state meetings. 

D. The Friends of Knox College Library. 
Reprint of a speech by Edward Caldwell 
before the Library Gifts Round Table at 
Richmond. Printed at Mr. Caldwell’s ex- 
pense and a supply for free distribution made 





available to the A. L. A. Particularly help- 
ful in filling requests from college libraries. 

E. When a Feller Needs a Book. A 
leaflet based on library work with children, 
used to create interest in special membership. 
An edition of 200 has the appeal slightly 
changed for use with club women. 

F. Friends of the Library. Reprint of 
an editorial in the Christian Science Monitor. 
Widely distributed. 

In addition to the above various articles 
were prepared for library periodicals. 
Publicity on the back page of the A. L. A. 
Bulletin has afforded reprints for use in 
membership work. 


Gift and Bequest Promotion 


A. Reports on recent gifts to libraries 
have been collected by committee members 
and used as a basis for publicity articles. 

B. A memorial bookplate electro has been 
made available to libraries for transportation 
charges only. Ruth Hammond, committee 
member from Kansas, provided the design 
which was created by a talented Kansas 
artist for the Wichita Public Library. 


Special Membership and Endowment Study 


Committee 


A study of the special membership and 
endowment work begun last year was con- 
tinued. A report on fund-raising techniques 
and policies of educational institutions and 
organizations is in preparation. The chair- 
man of the Special Membership Committee 
is ex-officio a member of the Study Com- 
mittee. 


Direct Mail Efforts 


The projects mentioned above have been 
carried on in addition to the routine work 
of sending renewal and invitation letters to 
enroll new special memberships. The special 
membership income is approximately one- 
third that received from regular member- 
ships, and a continuous effort is made to find 
individuals, groups, or institutions willing to 
support the Association’s work in this way. 

The chairman and the executive assistant 
are deeply grateful to the members of the 
committee who have given various kinds of 
assistance in the effort to increase the special 
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membership enrollment and to promote other 
committee projects. 
Maria V. Leavitt, Chairman 
A. L. A. Special Membership Committee 
EstHer H. Dixon, Executive Assistant 


PUBLICITY 


“Adequate library support must grow out 
of an informed public opinion and the duty 
is upon those assuming leadership to create 
such opinion.” 

This belief was expressed again and again 
by individuals and groups at the Richmond 
conference and given continued emphasis by 
library leaders at the midwinter meeting of 
the Council in January, 1937. The Publicity 
Committee and its executive assistant have 
continued, in these past months, constantly 
to direct their effort toward arousing public 
opinion on behalf of libraries and the mil- 
lions of people who use and _ need 
their services—both through the A. L. A. 
Bulletin and through general library pub- 
licity. 


Bulletin 


With legislatures in session in over thirty 
states—in more than half of which groups 
were working on legislative programs for 
securing state grants for library development 
—the Bulletin gave special attention during 
1937 to serving as a clearing house for cam- 
paign and other publicity material. State 
leaders codperated by sending to headquar- 
ters copies of their leaflets, cartoons, indorse- 
ments, and posters, and these were repro- 
duced promptly in the Bulletin. Successful 
ways of enlisting citizen interest and support 
were thus pooled, and, at the same time, 
there was afforded an inexpensive source for 
reprints, as in the case of the cartoon, “About 
Time Somebody Came to the Rescue,” 
from the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, used 
as the frontispiece in the April, 1937, 
Bulletin. 

A series of special reports and articles, 
sponsored by the Committee on Photographic 
Reproduction of Library Materials, of which 
M. Llewellyn Raney was chairman, began 
in the September, 1936, Bulletin. This was 
one of a number of Bulletin series directed 
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to the interests of special groups within the 
Association’s membership undertaken since 
the committee’s last report (A. L. A. Bulle. 
tin, May, 1936) and still in progress. 

School library problems have been dis. 
cussed by six authors so far, in the series 
sponsored by the former School Libraries 
Committee, also launched last September, 
with Helen S. Carpenter, Lucile F. Fargo, 
and Helen Harris, advisory editors. “The 
Newark Museum’s Service to Schools,” by 
Beatrice Winser, is scheduled for publication 
in the October Bulletin. 

A second series of college library articles 
has been indorsed by the College Library | 
Advisory Board. The first article, by Her- 
man Henkle, was printed in June; the sec- 
ond, by Lucy E. Fay, in August. B. Lamar 
Johnson, chairman of the board, Blanche P. 
McCrum, and Guy R. Lyle are advisers for 
this series. 

A special section devoted to the interests 
of trustees, sponsored by the Trustees Sec- 
tion under the chairmanship of Mrs. Philip 
Sidney Smith, Washington, D.C., made its 
appearance in January. With the aid and 
advice of Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Marian D, 
Tomlinson, of Evanston, the section’s secre- 
tary, a number of articles are on the docket 
for this fall, including “Enlisting Citizen 
Interest,” by William T. Polk, chairman of 
the North Carolina Citizens Movement, and 
“Keeping Faith with the Staff,” by J. J. 
Weadock, Jr., trustee of the Lima (Ohio) 





Public Library. 

Three case studies of relatively large li- 
braries doing special work in adult educa 
tion, solicited by the Adult Education Board, 
were printed in the December, 1936, and 
March and April, 1937, issues. Elizabeth 
M. Smith, of Albany, Ruth Rutzen, of 
Detroit, and Lucia H. Sanderson, of Cleve- | 
land, were the contributors. Margaret 
Mann, of the Department of Library Sc- 
ence at the University of Michigan, was the | 
author of the first of a series on newer meth- 
ods of teaching library science, printed in the 
Bulletin, May, 1936, which the Board of | 
Education for Librarianship proposes to | 
carry forward in the coming year. 

Since March, 1937, a Junior Member 
Publicity Subcommittee, of which Ruth | 
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Manlove, of St. Louis, was chairman, has 
furnished copy for “Dividends,” an occa- 
sional Bulletin feature, gathering up sig- 
nificant human interest stories. These spe- 
cific instances of service will be equally use- 
ful in national library publicity, to show why 
libraries deserve public support and why 
trained librarians are important. 

The “stick-men” cartoons, illustrating li- 
brary services, from the gifted pen of Elea- 
nor Witmer, have been received throughout 
the year with enthusiasm. Fifteen hundred 
reprints of “A School Librarian’s Day,” and 
7,500 copies of “Before You Invest, Investi- 
gate” have been distributed on request, and 
a number of librarians have, at slight ex- 
pense, reproduced others in the group for 
distribution to local organizations. 

Two new features will be started this 
fall, a page of news and activities to be pre- 
pared quarterly by the Section for Library 
Work with Children under the direction of 
Gladys English, of the Los Angeles Public 
Library, and four articles about work with 
young people initiated by the Board on Li- 
brary Service to Children and Young People. 
“Young People in the One-Man Library,” by 
Letha M. Davidson, will be the first in the 
latter series; Mabel Williams will write on 
“Young People in the Large Public Li- 
brary,” and two other authors will discuss 
library work with young people in a medium- 
sized town and on the state level. 


Publicity 


The organization of a central publicity 
clearing house, to supply librarian-subscrib- 
ers with examples of tested publicity on a 
cost basis, was the chief proposal considered 
by the Publicity Committee at the Richmond 
conference, the idea originating with Halsey 
W. Wilson, one of the committee’s members. 
Major emphasis, it was decided, would be 
given to publicity for understanding and sup- 
port of the many-sided services of public, 
school, and college libraries. Each sub- 
scriber was to receive one effective poster, 
designed and produced professionally, every 
month; and a copy of a bulletin containing 
news of successful publicity carried out in 
various parts of the country, designs for 
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exhibits, fillers for newspapers or radio, ideas 
for monthly publicity programs, and short, 
popular reading lists. A sample issue of this 
bulletin, Publicity Tips Monthly, prepared 
with the help of Guy Lyle and Ralph Ester- 
quest, was distributed at the Richmond con- 
ference. 

Prior to the Richmond meeting, a ques- 
tionnaire designed to test library interest in 
the proposed service was sent to a sampling 
of a number of library groups. A second 
circularization tested the interest of still 
other groups if the subscription were reduced 
from $12 to $6 a year. Following the con- 
ference, 5,500 public libraries were circu- 
larized. When the returns from the three 
samplings—45 per cent—were judged too 
small to launch the service, the committee 
decided to postpone the project for the pres- 
ent. Meantime, there has been a sustained 
interest in the idea in all parts of the 
country, and ways and means of financing 
the service for the first year or two, until it 
can become self supporting, are being in- 
vestigated. 

How national library publicity contributes 
to better understanding of library service— 
national, state, and local—may be seen from 
the wide use during the year of Lyman 
Bryson’s article, “Can We Afford To Read 
Books?” published in the Survey-Graphic, 
May, 1936, through the efforts of the divi- 
sion. This article went to 21,000 readers of 
the Survey-Graphic; it was used, in reprint 
form, in state legislative campaigns; it rein- 
forced local publicity in Des Moines, Iowa, 
where 200 copies were sent on request; 1,000 
reprints have been distributed and 5,000 
could have been used to advantage. 

The time is apparently ripe for this type 
of national publicity, on the side of editors 
and editorial staffs, as well as of the pub- 
lic. To follow up contacts with national 
periodicals already established, and to make 
new ones, the executive assistant spent two 
weeks in New York, in November, 1936. At 
that time the analysis of reading trends in 
the past five years, as shown by statistics 
from more than thirty public libraries in 
cities of over 200,000 population,’ plans for 
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state aid campaigns, and special library fea- 
tures were discussed with the editor, or a 
member of the staff, of the American Maga- 
zine, Country Home, House and Garden, 
Independent W oman, Journal of Adult Edu- 
cation, the Nation, the New Republic, Par- 
ents’ Magazine, Pictorial Review, Saturday 
Review of Literature, Scribner's, Survey, 
and the Woman’s Home Companion. Clau- 
dine Macdonald, nationally known radio 
speaker, used the material on reading trends 
for a discussion of “What Americans Are 
Reading,” December 4, 1936, over the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company network, and 
the New York Times likewise used it as 
the basis of a news story on November 29. 
As a result of these special contacts, the 
W oman’s Home Companion, reaching more 
than two million readers, accepted an article 
about the contract service utilized by the 
Glenview (Ill.) Public Library from the 
Evanston Public Library. Country Home 
took material and illustrations furnished by 
Julia Grothaus, of the San Antonio Public 
Library, concerning the Bexar County Li- 
brary. Bernard De Voto gave a full page to 
“The Library Crisis,” an editorial in the 
Saturday Review of Literature, January 16, 
which was reprinted for use in state aid cam- 
paigns. The New Republic of January 6 
printed a column editorial on behalf of state 
aid for libraries. The editor of Parents’ 
Magazine used an editorial on state aid cam- 
paigns in February, printing it over her sig- 
nature. The Independent Woman printed an 
article on state aid in its February issue. 
The January mid-monthly Survey carried 
state aid news. House and Garden welcomed 
word of the Montclair list of 200 pamphlets 
on gardening, for publication in their Febru- 
ary issue. Recreation was provided with 
material and pictures for an article on open- 
air libraries scheduled for August, 1937. 
Among other general and educational pe- 
riodicals sent library material were: 4 meri- 
can Scholar, Better Homes and Gardens, 
Literary Digest, N.E.A. Bulletin, National 
Municipal Review, PNLA Quarterly, Pub- 
lic Administration Clearing House News 
Bulletin, Public Management, School and 
Society, School Executives Magazine, South- 
ern Planter, Time, W orld Convention Dates, 
and World Education. Possible feature ma- 
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terial about libraries was again passed on to 
Margaret Zahler, of the Christian Science 
Monitor, whose special stories, reaching 
more than 130,000 regular Monitor readers, 
are particularly valuable to libraries. 

Library articles were, as usual, written 
for the Americana Annual, the American 
Yearbook, the New International Y earbook, 
the World Almanac, World Encyclopedia, 
and a number of state periodicals which re. 
quested them. The Library Journal, Li- 
brary Quarterly, and Wilson Bulletin have 
been unusually generous in printing news 
which has been provided about the Associa- 
tion, and the committee expresses its thanks 
for their continued codperation. 

A group of library editors who met for 
breakfast during the Richmond conference 
under the chairmanship of Donald Campbell, 
of Haverhill, Massachusetts, asked for at 
least three syndicated articles in 1937 for 
their state library bulletins. In response, an 
article on library objectives, by President 
Malcolm G. Wyer, one on Certification,” 
by Margaret Vinton, of the headquarters 
staff, and a third on “State Aid,” by Edwin 
Sue Goree, were sent to editors of thirty- 
two state library publications. 

More than 50,000 high school and college 
students have been introduced during the | 
past year to library tools and_ services 
through the showing of Found in a Book, the 
two-reel film prepared by the library admin- 
istration class at the University of Illinois 
Library School, and duplicated for lending | 
through the Publicity Division. The firm | 
of Bell and Howell, in Chicago, who in 
February, 1937, agreed to take over dis- 
tribution of this film, report that bookings 
remain brisk, with a heavy schedule of 
fall reservations already made. 

Possibilities of other films, useful on 2 
national scale, which would introduce special 
groups—such as workers, business men, pat- 
ents, low-income families—to library services 
available in their communities are being con- 
sidered. 





New York Conference 

Due to the absence of the executive a 
sistant from the middle of March until Oc 
tober 1, 1937, because of illness, arrange 
ments were made for the preparation of 
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releases and other conference publicity 
through the help of Mrs. Mildred Othmer 
Peterson, of Chicago, and Mrs. Esther H. 
Dixon, of the Special Membership Division, 
while Jane Terrill had charge of publicity 
during the week of the conference in New 
York. Not only is generous praise due all 
three for the unusual space which metro- 
politan papers and the press devoted to the 
conference; but the Association is indebted 
as well as to the special local publicity com- 
mittee, headed by Deoch Fulton, of the New 
York Public Library, which arranged for a 
number of feature articles in connection 
with the conference; to Mary Gould Davis, 
in whose capable hands were all arrange- 
ments for radio broadcasts; to the Library 
Journal and its editor, Bertine E. Weston, 
for a special conference issue; and to the H. 
W. Wilson Company and Stanley J. Kunitz, 
editor, for excellent and prompt reporting of 
conference news in its daily Wilson Bulletin. 

The success of the pre-conference publicity 
clinic was due in large part to Frederic G. 
Melcher, a member of the committee, in 
charge of arrangements, who not only gave 
freely of his own time and effort but pro- 
vided the services of a publicity expert during 
the month preceding the conference. Doro- 
thy Rowden, Ethel M. Fair, Mary E. Clark, 
and Cora M. Beatty assisted Mr. Melcher. 
In summing up the clinic, the committee re- 
ports: 

“Probably three-quarters of the speakers 
were from outside the library field and some 
of them were an outstanding success from 
the point of view of the interest created. 
Among these should be mentioned Mrs. June 
Hamilton Rhodes, who has handled im- 
portant campaigns for luxury industries; 
Zenn Kaufman, the publicity specialist; 
Oliver Saylor, dramatic critic and publicity 
agent; Philip Youtz, president, American 
Federation of Arts; Julius King, whose 
Chautauqua experience was illuminating; 
and Anna Rosenberg, who gave a brilliant 
and moving finale to the whole program.” 

At the Publicity Round Table, under 
the able direction of Harry L. Gage, trus- 
tee of the Montclair (N.J.) Free Public 
Library, “Materials and Methods for the 
Presentation of the Library to the Average 
Business Man,” was the topic discussed. A 





special collection of publicity, assembled by 
Mr. Gage from libraries throughout the 
country, will be available shortly for loan 
from the Publicity Division at headquarters. 
Marion L. Boothman assumed all responsi- 
bility incident to the publicity consultation 
service and corralled to its aid illustrative 
material from the clinic, the round table 
meeting, and individual librarians. 


Exhibits 


Two major library exhibits—the first in 
connection with the Paris Exposition; the 
second, at Newark, New Jersey, depicting 
the growth and present needs of the Ameri- 
can library—were given assistance by the 
division staff. Materials were assembled at 
headquarters, pictures of various types of 
readers served by libraries were taken by a 
talented Japanese photographer, and, in the 
former case, the help of librarians through- 
out the country was solicited. 

Five new exhibits for lending have been 
acquired: “The Cycle of the Book,” con- 
tributed by the Los Angeles Public Library; 
a set of posters for use at state library 
meetings, pointing out some benefits of 
A. L. A. membership; the display of pub- 
licity directed to the business man, mentioned 
above; a group of six posters, prepared for 
the 1936 meeting of the California Library 
Association, showing the way community 
groups may codperate with the library; and 
a poster on library-film codperation, prepared 
by Mrs. Ina Roberts, of Cleveland. A 
valuable addition to the scrapbook collec- 
tion is a book of publicity in connection 
with the dedication of a new building, com- 
piled by the Rochester (N.Y.) Public Li- 
brary. 


Special Groups 


The Significance of the School Library, an 
illustrated 48-page pamphlet designed as an 
aid to speakers and writers about the school 
library, made its first appearance at the 
N. E. A. Department of Superintendence 
meeting last February. Mary Helen Mc- 
Crea of Spokane, Washington, a member of 
the Publicity Committee of the School 
Libraries Section, Mildred L. Batchelder, 
school library specialist at headquarters, and 
the executive assistant were the compilers 
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of this aid, based on an issue of the publicity 
bulletin, Leads, which bore the same title. 
Completely revised and printed, the pamphlet 
was planned to serve school principals and 
superintendents, P. T. A. leaders, and school 
librarians faced with the need of raising 
school library standards, making the work of 
the library better known locally or through- 
out the state, or securing more adequate 
support for its services. 

“Recent Books for Classrooms,” was con- 
tinued during the school year, and three 
issues of Publicity Pointers, an occasional 
mimeographed leaflet, edited by Velma R. 
Shaffer and Mae Graham of the School Li- 
braries Section Publicity Committee, have 
been distributed by the division to school li- 
brary leaders throughout the country. 
Available publicity material, with sugges- 
tions for its use, were listed. 

Assistance with a number of projects, 
sponsored by headquarters or other groups, 
included a popularized statement of the 
A. L. A. Retirement Plan; a membership 
leaflet; copy for “The A. L. A.: What It Is 
and Does,” for the Handbook, reprinted for 
general distribution; a proposed book com- 
bining the Bulletin articles in the first col- 
lege library series; and a kit of legislative 
campaign publicity based on that used in the 
1935 Illinois campaign. 


Radio 


The generous allotment of time by the 
National Broadcasting Company and the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, and the co- 
operation of conference speakers, made 
possible eighteen broadcasts during the 
Richmond conference, several of them over 
a national hook-up. Special book marks 
were printed and offered to listeners. Faith 
Holmes Hyers, of Los Angeles, had charge 
of the N.B.C. programs. 

In New York, twelve broadcasts were 
arranged by Mary Gould Davis during 
conference week, two each with the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company, the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, the Bamberger 
Broadcasting Company, and the World 
Wide Broadcasting Station, and four over 
Station WNYC. 
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National broadcasts on books and authors 
were discussed with William Boutwell, di- 
rector of the Office of Education Radio 
Project, in Washington and New York, prior 
to the launching of the series, “Treasures 
Next Door,” in November, 1936. Possible 
listening and discussion groups in libraries 
—such as were later arranged in New York 
branches—exhibits, and general publicity 
were points covered. A supply of “One 
Hundred Books Chosen by Prominent Amer- 
icans” was sent to the Office of Education 
to fill requests from listeners. Plans are 
likewise under way to submit library scripts 
to the Office of Education, which is building 
up a script exchange. 

Margaret Cuthbert, in charge of N.B.C. 
sustaining programs in New York, welcomed 
the suggestion that a sentence or two 
be supplied for use at the close of appro- 
priate programs to refer listeners to the 
public library or state library commission, 
and such a statement was sent Miss Cuth- 
bert. 

The chairman and the executive assistant 
are deeply grateful to the members of the 
committee and to Cora M. Beatty, chief of 
the Department of Membership Organiza- 
tion and Information, and Esther Warren, 
editorial assistant, who have taken on so 
large a share of committee activities in the 
past months, during the illness of the execu- 
tive assistant, and especially in connection 
with the New York conference. Personal 
time and effort have been given unre- 
servedly, and only through this more than 
generous codperation have the achievements 
of the past year been possible. 

The members of the committee are: Ma- 
rion L. Boothman, Will H. Collins, Mae A. 
Conklin, Charlotte D. Conover, Letha M. 
Davidson, Edith Guerrier, Frances A. Han- 
num, M. M. Harris, Hamilton Hatfield, 
Mrs. Faith Holmes Hyers, William E. Mar- 
cus, Frederic G. Melcher, Frederick R. 
Ross, Dorothy Rowden, James J. Weadock, 
Halsey W. Wilson, and Ida F. Wright. 

Heten Gorpon Stewart, Chairman 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee 
Beatrice SAWYER RossELL 
Executive Assistant 

















Board and Committee 
Reports 





ApuLtt EpucaTIon Boarp 
See pages 510-16. 


ADULT READING 
No report. 


Apvisory BoARD FOR THE STUDY OF 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 


In November, 1936, the chairman of the 
Library Extension Board called attention to 
the need of research studies of a formula 
for the distribution of state aid and asked 
suggestions from the advisory board for 
ways and means of beginning such a study. 

The board agreed with him as to the im- 
portance of the project, but unfortunately 
was unable to offer any suggestions as to 
ways and means for beginning the study. 

In June, the Executive Board asked the 
advice of the advisory board on an applica- 
tion to the Carnegie Corporation for $4,500 
for the completion of 4 Subject Classifica- 
tion of the Serial Publications in the Li- 
braries of the United States and Canada 
being compiled at the University of Cali- 
fornia under the direction of Mrs. Barbara 
Cowles. 

Careful consideration was given to this 
problem. The advisory board, however, 
found itself unable to recommend favorable 
action by the Executive Board. 

The board approved the development of 
the idea suggested by Dr. H. H. B. Meyer 
for listing American publications between 
1801 (Evans stopping with 1800) and 1876 
(when the American Catalog began). Car- 
ried on by Dr. Meyer as a volunteer effort 
during his lifetime, the project came to a stop 
with his untimely death in January of this 
year, and Mrs. Meyer asked advice from 
James Thayer Gerould as to how to com- 
plete it. Mr. Gerould’s recommendation is 
that the WPA be induced to accept the proj- 
ect, the cost of filming the Library of Con- 
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gress Union Catalog being about $8,000, 
with an estimate of $2,000 to $5,000 for 
additional filming. From the film, titles 
would be typed for editing, and after they 
had been edited and refiled, the new file 
would be filmed and sold to libraries at cost. 
Herbert S. Hirshberg, Carleton B. 
Joeckel, Ernest J. Reece, and Charles C. 
Williamson are the members of the Ad- 
visory Committee for the Study of Special 
Projects. 
Harry Mitvier Lypenserc, Chairman 


A. L. A. AND A. A. L. L. 
(Joint Committee) 


The activity of the joint committee dur- 
ing the past year has been adequately de- 
scribed by the recent report of the A. A. L. L. 
Committee on Codperation with the 
A. L. A” The remarks of William R. 
Roalfe upon the presentation of that report 
reflect the developments of the recent con- 
ference. It should be noted, in regard to 
recommendation number eight, that the 
A. L. A. Committee on Constitution and 
By-Laws voted not to recommend a change 
in the A. L. A. Constitution and By-Laws. 
As to recommendation number six, arrange- 
ments could not be completed for a special 
discussion of the problem there involved. 

It is the opinion of the committee that its 
work has only begun, and that the committee 
should be continued until the spirit of co- 
operation pervades all the activities of the 
A. L. A. and A. A. L. L. where mutual in- 
terest is concerned. 

The members of this committee are: 
Thomas S. Dabagh, Matthew S. Dudgeon, 
Milton J. Ferguson, Olive C. Lathrop, 
Helen S. Moylan, William R. Roalfe, 
Howard L. Stebbins, and John H. A. Whit- 
man. 

Oscar C. Orman, Chairman 


1 Law Library Journal 30: 279-84, July, 1937. 
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A. L. A. ano A. M. A. 
(Joint Committee) 


The Joint Committee of the A. L. A. and 
A. M. A. can report some definite progress. 
During the past year several hundred titles 
on health and hygiene were examined and 
selections have been made for inclusion in 
thirteen specific subjects within the scope of 
the general field. It is our hope that these 
subjects will be ready for publication before 
the end of 1937. 

The A. M. A. members of the committee 
have contributed generously of their time 
and have given concrete advice as to the 
value of the titles to be selected. 

A. L. A. members of the committee are: 
Helen S. Babcock and Amy Winslow. 


N. R. Levin, Chairman 


A. L. A. CATALoc CopE REVISION 


Operation under the grant from the 
Carnegie Corporation may be considered as 
dating from September 15, 1936, when the 
executive assistant to the committee, Nella 
Jane Martin, began work at the Library of 
Congress. This report of the year’s activi- 
ties will present: (1) the centralized 
activities carried on by the executive assist- 
ant, largely at the Library of Congress; and 
(2) the work of subcommittees of practicing 
catalogers in the field. 

The first six weeks the executive assistant 
devoted to studying and organizing material 
which had been assembled during the earlier 
years of the committee’s activities. Practices 
and decisions of the Library of Congress 
Catalog Division, as far as these were avail- 
able, were assembled and studied together 
with related material from other libraries. 

The first section to be prepared in re- 
vised form was that for institution and 
society entries, covering rules 72 to 111 of 
the A. L. A. Code. The preliminary draft 
was prepared by Harriet Pierson, of the 
Library of Congress Catalog Division, with 
the assistance of Miss Martin, and was 
based on Miss Pierson’s Guide to the 
Cataloging of Serial Publications of So- 
cieties and Institutions, 2d ed., 1931. This 
section, comprising 54 pages of photostatic 





copy, was sent out to committee members 
for criticism in December. The criticisms 
were studied by Miss Pierson, Miss Martin, 
and the chairman, and a revision based on 
this material was prepared and mimeo- 
graphed in June, 1937. It is expected that 
this section will go into the final code with 
little change or expansion. 

In February of this year, a working draft 
of rules 1 to 5, 13 to 17, 19 and 21, pre- 
pared by Miss Martin, were mimeographed 
and distributed to the committee. On the 
basis of criticisms submitted, some changes 
will be made, but probably further circu- 
larization of many of these rules will be 
unnecessary. 

A working draft of rules 121 and 161, 
covering periodicals and notes, went out to 
committee members in May. The returns 
on these are now in the hands of the 
executive assistant for the final revision. 
The revision of the section on periodicals is 
based on Mary W. MacNair’s Guide to the 
Cataloging of Periodicals, 3d ed., 1925. 

A working draft of rules 128, 166, 170 
(series entry, series note, analytical entry, 
and works bound together) went out to com- 
mittee members in June. Returns on these 
rules should be in the hands of the executive 
assistant in September. 


Activities of Subcommittees 


The preliminary rules for certain special- 
ized materials, requiring extensive collabora- 
tion from specialists, have been prepared by 
subcommittees in the field. 

1. Religious headings. Under the chair- 
manship of Julia Pettee, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City, two sections of 
rules have been prepared: one for the 
Protestant and one for the Eastern churches 
and Catholic church. The subcommittee has 
reached substantial agreement on these and 
is now preparing them for distribution to 
the committee as a whole. From Miss 
Pettee’s report: 

“We are preparing two sections on the 
churches of the Eastern and the Latin rites, 
one, rules, and the other, a sort of intro- 
ductory manual to accompany the rules. 
The work on the introductory manual is 
unfinished as the different members of the 
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committee have not yet completed the re- 
vision of the tentative draft.” 

For Miss Pettee’s account of the prepara- 
tion of the rules for Protestant churches, see 
her article in the Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ 
Yearbook, No. 6. 

2. Definitions. Chairman, Anna M. Mon- 
rad, Yale University Library. This com- 
mittee has done a valuable piece of work in 
collecting data and making tentative recom- 
mendations. Their findings are now ready 
to be worked over into a final set of recom- 
mended definitions. 

3. Societies and institutions. Chairman, 
Harriet Pierson, Library of Congress. Final 
revision of recommended rules were sub- 
mitted to the committee in June, 1937. 
Special mention may be made here of an 
introductory statement on corporate entry 
in general which has been prepared by J. C. 
M. Hanson to precede the corporate entry 
rules in the Code. 

4. Anonymous classics. Chairman, Amelia 
Krieg, University of Illinois Library School. 
A tentative rule, with 14 subdivisions, and 
with definitions and specifications, was pre- 
sented at the meeting of the code committee 
at the New York conference of the American 
Library Association. The rules have not yet 
reached the point where they are ready to be 
mimeographed. 

Copies of this rule have been made and 
submitted for criticism to two large re- 
search libraries actively cataloging such 
material. Other copies have been distributed 
to interested catalogers. Miss Krieg reports 
further: 

“We shall by the rule be able to clarify 
treatment commonly used by large libraries, 
but not shown in the present brief rule, and 
we may be able to standardize form a little 
further than is common today. ... A manual 
showing application of the rule to whole 
groups of classics will be the only real 
standardizing method possible. . . . Perhaps 
that can be an outgrowth of the revised 
tule.” 

This committee is also preparing a less 
extensive rule to cover the needs and view- 
point of the popular library, as the main rule 
is intended primarily for scholarly libraries. 

5. Music. Chairman, Eva J. O’Meara, 
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Yale University Library. Two sections of 
tentative rules, one for author entry and 
one for collation, were distributed to mem- 
bers of the general committee at the A. L. A. 
conference in June. From Miss O’Meara’s 
report: 

“The plan we hope to carry out is to pre- 
pare a general handbook on the cataloging 
of music to be sponsored by the Music 
Library Association, and, at the same time, 
to formulate whatever rules for music are 
necessary for the A. L. A. Code. By work- 
ing together we hope to bring about some 
degree of uniformity between the practice of 
the special music libraries and that of general 
libraries.” 

6. Incunabula. Chairman, T. Franklin 
Currier, Harvard College Library. This 
committee was not formed until May of 
this year. The chairman reports that 
tentative rules may be ready in the early 
fall. The committee is basing its work on 
the “Rules for Cataloging Incunabula— 
Simplified Form,” formulated by an A. L. A. 
committee in 1925 and printed in the A. L. A. 
Papers and Proceedings for that year. 

In summary, the present status of the 
work may be stated in this way: Of the 174 
original rules, 77 have been revised either 
tentatively or finally; 55 are in process of 
being revised, or have been accepted without 
revision. This leaves 42 rules on which little 
or no work has been done, including some 
which will not require revision. 

Throughout the year we have kept the 
committee of the British Library Association 
fully informed as to our progress, and have 
enjoyed the full codperation of that com- 
mittee. 

Special mention should be made of the 
generous assistance and helpful counsel given 
the active workers on the Code by Charles 
Martel, of the Library of Congress, who is 
consultant to the committee. 

T. Franklin Currier, Harriet D. Mac- 
Pherson, Keyes D. Metcalf, and the chair- 
man are members of the Executive Commit- 
tee. Members of the advisory group are: 
Effie Gale Abraham, Frances Ambuhl, Hazel 
Bartlett, Ethel Bond, James Bennett Childs, 
Mrs. Anna Skabo Erichsen, Colman Farrell, 
Sophie K. Hiss, Amelia Krieg, Julian 
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Leavitt, Mary Wilson MacNair, Lucy W. 
Markley, Anna M. Monrad, Isadore Gil- 
bert Mudge, Theodore A. Mueller, Eva J. 
O’Meara, Julia Pettee, Harriet Wheeler 
Pierson, Harriet B. Prescott, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Seymour Radtke, William M. Randall, 
Marion Metcalf Root, Della J. Sisler, 
Arnold H. Trotier, Mrs. Clara Newth de 
Villa, and Ruth Wallace. 


Rupotpw H. Gyetsness, Chairman 


A. L. A. CONFERENCES 


The Committee has held no formal meet- 
ing during the past year but informal dis- 
cussion and correspondence have brought out 
a few new points for consideration. 
ous reports of progress are available in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, 1936," and are not repeated 
here in full, although the committee reaffirms 
the recommendations made therein. Special 
attention will be given—in the order used 
in previous progress reports—to a few of 
these recommendations in this final report 
of the three-year survey for which the com- 
mittee was appointed. 

1. Time limits. The committee reaffirms 
its recommendation for shorter speeches and 
more discussion at all section and round 
table meetings with attendance under one 
hundred and fifty. It adds its approbation 
to an innovation, at the New York confer- 
ence, when fourteen adult education dis- 
cussion groups met, two at a time, each with 
its own topic and its own meeting room. 
Printing the time limits for each speaker at 
section and round table meetings is urged for 
those groups which wish to devote a whole 
section to one subject. 

2. Public speaking ability and (3) Specifi- 
cations for speeches. To former recommen- 
dations in regard to these points are added: 
(1) the requirement that speakers assume 
responsibility for adequate preparation, and 
(2) that those who wish to participate in 
discussion must make themselves heard to 
the audience or relinquish the floor. This 
latter request may require the placement of 
more microphones and also practice in their 
use. 


1A. L. A. Bulletin 30:112-13, February, 1936; 
30:359-63, May, 1936; 30:616-17, August, 1936. 
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4. Consultant service. This service has 
been tried at the Richmond and New York 
conferences and favorable reports have been 
received. The chief complaints have been 
that the services were not called to attention 
conspicuously, that the desks were not coy- 
ered at peak hours, and that the placement 
was inaccessible. Therefore, the committee 
suggests that care be exercised in the selec- 
tion of a large room for this service, with 
sufficient desks, where it can be housed com- 
fortably and conveniently, with its location 
clearly indicated on the programs, and sup- 
plemented by signs and announcements. 

5. Number of sessions and (6) Section 
reports at a general meeting. There is still 
a great deal of complaint that there is over- 
loading of conflicting sessions and that there 
are too many meetings called at luncheon 
or dinner. There were over one hundred 
different meetings at the 1937 conference, 
with attendant confusion of interests and 
repetition of ideas. Several remedies have 
been suggested to the committee. One is 
that each section which must have more 
than one session consider one open meeting 
where experts in the field would treat large 
problems, and another closed meeting where 
business matters and group problems would 
be discussed. Another suggestion is that 
discussion should not be attempted in a 
group larger than one hundred and fifty 
members. Another is that the Association 
should begin gradually to break down the 
system of planning meetings around types of 
libraries, and to organize them around per- 
tinent and outstanding questions of the mo- 
ment. The conference once opened would 
be divided into many smaller meetings for 
discussion of these questions, under able 
leaders, with able summarizers in each 
group. The groups would be reunited for 
frequent general sessions at which these 
summarizers would report to the entire 


group the thoughts, actions, and contribu- 


tions of the several small meetings. From 
such general sessions, a member of the audi- 
ence would get a clear idea of the trend of 
thought of the whole association on the 
subjects under consideration. 

This suggested plan is similar to that used 
in a small way by the Adult Education 
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Round Table this year, and the success of 
that trial should make the expansion of this 
plan an early possibility. 

Another idea to be used, if this proposal 
cannot be carried out at once, is that re- 
cordings be made of important speeches given 
to small groups or at costly luncheons or 
dinners, and that the transcriptions be run 
at ageneral meeting. This suggestion might 
have applied in 1937 to the speech by the 
Newbery medal winner and to some parts 
of the speeches at the “Friends of the Li- 
brary” luncheon. These transcriptions could 
also be rented or sold for use in local li- 
braries for staff members who could not 
attend the conference. Although the sug- 
gestions made earlier under these two head- 
ings did not meet with approval in theory 
at the Council meeting in 1935, actual prog- 
ress toward the committee’s earlier recom- 
mendations has been seen, and the results 
are satisfactory as a preview of what may 
be accomplished in further expansion of the 
ideas expressed earlier and reiterated now. 

The committee again calls attention to the 
fact that a large majority of the officers of 
the American Library Association repre- 
sented in its several groups voting at the 
Denver conference favored the idea of trying 
the experiment of holding biennial rather 
than annual conferences. To this comes a 
further suggestion that the December Coun- 
cil meetings be held in various parts of the 
country but that the annual conference be 
held always in Chicago. The committee 
does not favor this latter suggestion which 
it feels is not in line with the majority 
thought of the membership. 

The committee recommends that A. L. A. 
Headquarters set up a clearing house for 
information about individuals who are be- 
ing considered as speakers, or who have con- 
sented to speak, at the various sessions. At 
the recent conference four groups approached 
two important non-librarians for addresses 
at their sessions. In each case after ac- 
cepting the first invitation the recipient had 
another request, and canceled the earlier in 
favor of the later because time or tide was 
more auspicious. This probably could have 
been avoided by a clearing house where all 
potential speakers were listed. 
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The committee recommends an extension 
of the practice begun recently of inviting 
experts in other fields to tell about their 
work which parallels or supplements library 
endeavors. Many research projects should 
be reported so that librarians may know at 
first hand about the findings in library and 
other fields. If the entire program is co- 
ordinated, a great deal of repetition can be 
avoided and all members have the benefit 
of the experience at large in addition to that 
of library groups. 

The committee recommends that more 
attention be paid to the governors’ delegates. 
Cases were reported of chagrin on the part 
of delegates at the lack of attention ex- 
perienced. One suggestion received was that 
at the “Friends of the Library” luncheon, 
tables could be set aside for the governors’ 
delegates with some of the officers of the 
A. L. A. acting as hosts. Other devices may 
occur to those in charge of arrangements. 

The committee recommends that the ad- 
vance registration list be continued, and that 
if possible the official programs be printed on 
lighter weight paper for convenience in car- 
rying and handling. 

The Committee on Committees in its study 
of ways to improve the committee organiza- 
tion will probably bring about a closer rela- 
tion between the committees and sections 
dealing with the same subject, so that a bet- 
ter opportunity will be offered for collabora- 
tion between the two groups. This should 
make for better section programs because 
of the possibility of reflecting committee find- 
ings for the benefit of both groups. This 
leads to the recommendation that the first 
vice president of the A. L. A. make a study 
of committee work during each year, as was 
done in 1936-37, and be ready to recom- 
mend committee and board appointments to 
the Executive Board at its first meeting at 
which he automatically becomes president 
under the new ruling which makes the presi- 
dency follow a term as first vice president. 

The committee to study A. L. A. con- 
ferences respectfully submits this final report 
and asks to be discharged since its three- 
year period of work has come to an end. 

The members of the committee are: 


Althea M. Currin, Hugh C. Gourlay, L. 
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Elsa Loeber, Mrs. Helen Martin Rood, 
Clarence E. Sherman, George Burwell Ut- 
ley, and Helmer L. Webb. 

Harriet E. Howe, Chairman 


ANNUITIES AND PENSIONS 
No report. 


ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES 


The Committee on Archives and Libraries 
is trying to define its problems and the scope 
of its activities. Its field of action is as yet 
not entirely clear. Archivists and librarians 
have certain common problems, however, and 
that fact should be the starting point. Sev- 
eral of these problems stand out clearly 
enough now to be indicated. 

The first task of the committee is educa- 
tional and promotional. The interest of li- 
brarians and of the public needs to be 
aroused, directed, and motivated in the care 
and preservation of archives—public, insti- 
tutional, and family records. Funded knowl- 
edge as to acceptable methods for handling 
archives should be made available and should 
be diffused. In the several states, in local 
communities, and in certain historical and 
research institutions, archival functions must 
necessarily be established in libraries. Pres- 
sure from scholars in the social sciences who 
are urging the preservation of research ma- 
terials, the nation-wide survey of federal, 
state, and local public records, and the es- 
tablishment of the National Archives have 
created a favorable situation in which to 
further the development of archival work. 

Second, certain problems presented by pub- 
lic documents and public archives are in- 
separable. Broadly speaking, a public docu- 
ment represents published archives, and ar- 
chives are unpublished documents, but the 
two will not remain divided and separated. 
Under pressure of economy, hundreds of 
state and federal serial documents are now 
remaining unpublished and are reverting to 
the status of archives. Public reporting and 
historical publishing activities both need to 
be strengthened and improved, and in this 
effort public archivists and document libra- 
rians can join hands in the work of this 
committee. 

Third, on the technical side, the practices 


and procedures that are useful in public 
archival economy, as well as in library econ- 
omy in dealing with manuscripts and near- 
print material, need development, clarifica- 
tion and standardization. "They must be- 
come a recognized communicable technique 
before we can have a profession. It would 
seem as if public archivists in selecting, ac- 
cessioning, cataloging and classifying, repro- 
ducing, and preserving vast masses of manu- 
script materials can establish principles that 
should be helpful in bringing under control 
masses of archival material emanating from 
private agencies—industrial, business, edu- 
cational, religious, and charitable. The 
A. L. A. Committee on Archives and Li- 
braries may well serve as a forum and clear- 
ing house to every kind of librarian and 
archivist who is evolving methods for bring- 
ing under command manuscripts irrespective 
of whether they be private or public. 

Fourth, which kinds of equipment are use- 
ful in organizing and preserving vast masses 
of archival material irrespective of whether 
they are manuscripts or near-print mate- 
rials? Librarians, archivists, and the mak- 
ers of office equipment should share their 
experience. 

Fifth, social scientists, directors of library 
schools, librarians, and archivists have com- 
mon interests in recruiting and training new 
archival workers. Should not the several 
hundred public document librarians and 
curators of historical manuscripts and of 
near-print materials have the same funda- 
mental pre-professional and to some extent 
professional courses as public archivists? 
Both need the same thorough grounding in 
all of the social sciences including some law 
if they are going to become competent to 
appraise, select, and organize wisely for use 
the materials to be preserved for the future. 
Both must become the peers of social science 
scholars and learn to talk their language if 
they are to be worthy of their trust. 

Again, should not the technical training 
of public archivists in matters of suitable 
archival equipment, processes involved in re- 
pairing, reproducing, preserving, and or- 


ganizing material for use be identical with 
the technical training that will help the 
curators of manuscripts and near-print ma- 
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terial in historical, business, and research 
libraries? 

Finally, it is recognized that the profes- 
sional and technical staff of the National 
Archives and a number of qualified state 
archivists, curators of historical manuscripts, 
and librarians who have brought under com- 
mand masses of near-print material can be 
of the greatest assistance in dealing with 
these problems. It is also recognized that 
there are certain problems peculiar to the 
organization and administration of public 
archives that can be approached more ef- 
fectively by the American Society of Archi- 
vists than by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Archives and Libraries. Gradually the simi- 
larities and differences between archival 
economy and library economy will become 
defined and established in a body of funded 
knowledge—that is, a communicable tech- 
nique that is one of the prerequisites in plac- 
ing the work on a professional level. 

The foregoing is necessarily a provisional 
statement of program, indicating that the 
Committee on Archives and Libraries is to 
be an organizing and directing center of 
experience and activities for the furtherance 
of the common interests of archivists and li- 
brarians. 

The committee’s members are: C. B. 
Coleman, R. D. W. Connor, Edna L. Jacob- 
sen, and Margaret C. Norton. 

A. F. KuHLMAN, Chairman 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


As stated in last year’s report (A. L. A. 
Bulletin, July, 1936, pages 565-66), the 
former functions of this committee have been 
absorbed for the most part by other commit- 
tees of the Association. During the year just 
ended the status of the committee has re- 
mained unchanged. A new definition of its 
scope and duties is still awaited and no 
aggressive activity on its part may be ex- 
pected until clarifying action has been taken 
by the Committee on Committees and the 
Council. 

On the suggestion of Secretary Carl H. 
Milam, the committee is acting for the time 
being as a bibliographical clearing house. 
Should the plans of the Bibliographical So- 
ciety of America eventualize in an enlarge- 
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ment of its News Sheet, so as to furnish 
a medium for current bibliographical report- 
ing, this publication might well serve as an 
outlet for A. L. A. bibliographical news. 
For the present year, however, the following 
items are submitted for printing in con- 
nection with this report. They represent 
a sampling of items received by the com- 
mittee in response to a search for: 

1. Bibliographies recently completed 

2. Bibliographies in progress 

3. Bibliographical projects proposed 


Bibliographies Recently Completed 

Dickinson, Asa Don. The Best Books of 
the Decade, 1926-1935; a Later Clue to the 
Literary Labyrinthh New York, H. W. 
Wilson, 1937. 

Ebisch, Walther and Schucking, Levin L. 
Supplement for the Years 1930-1935 to A 
Shakespeare Bibliography. Oxford, Claren- 
don Press, 1937. 

Greer, Sarah. A Bibliography of Police 
Administration and Police Science. New 
York, Institute of Public Administration, 
1936. 

Hill, Ruth A. and Bondeli, Elsa de. 
Children’s Books from Foreign Languages; 
English Translations from Published and 
Unpublished Sources. New York, H. W. 
Wilson, 1937. 

Hodgson, James G. and Foster, Mary E. 
Bibliographies in the World Book Encyclo- 
pedia completely revised. 1937. 

Monroe, Walter S. and Shores, Louis. 
Bibliographies and Summaries in Education 
to July, 1935. New York, H. W. Wilson, 
1936. A catalog of more than four thousand 
annotated bibliographies and summaries 
listed under author and subject in one 
alphabet. 

O’Rourke, William T. Library Hand- 
book for Catholic Readers. New York, 
Bruce Publishing Company, c1935-37. 

Palfrey, Thomas R. and Coleman, Henry 
E., Jr. Guide to Bibliographies of Theses, 
United States and Canada. Chicago, 
American Library Association, 1936. 

Raven, Anton Adolph. A Hamlet Bibli- 
ography and Reference Guide, 1877-1935. 
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1936. 
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Sabin, Joseph. Dictionary of Books Re- 
lating to America, from Its Discovery to the 
Present Time. New York, Sabin, 1868-92; 
Bibliographical Society of America, 1928-37. 
29 vols. The final volume of this monu- 
mental work contains a valuable historical 
introduction by R. W. G. Vail. The geo- 
graphical location of the various sets of this 
bibliography has been investigated by 
Douglas W. Bryant of the William L. 
Clements Library. See Library Journal, 
July, 1937, pages 559-61. 

Shaw, Marian. Library Literature, 1936. 
New York, H. W. Wilson, 1937. Author 
and subject index-digest to literature relat- 
ing to the library profession. 


Bibliographies in Progress 

Baechtold, Elsie Louise. Bibliography of 
American Literature, Especially Fiction, 
Having Some Phase of Engineering As Its 
Theme. 

Berelson, Bernard and Griffith, D. D. 
A Chaucer Bibliography, 1908-1937. 
Planned to include all material on Chaucer 
and his time published from 1908 to date. 
Now in manuscript to end of 1935. Contains 
2,458 numbered entries. Supplements Ham- 
mond and supersedes Griffith and Martin. 

Coleman, Henry E., Jr. Guide to Euro- 
pean Bibliographies of Theses. Similar to 
Palfrey and Coleman’s Guide to Bibliogra- 
phies of Theses, United States and Canada. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 
1936. 

Cox, Edward Godfrey. Reference Guide 
to the Literature of Travel Including Voy- 
ages, Geographical Descriptions, Adventures, 
Shipwrecks and Expeditions; volume 2, The 
New World. Seattle, University of Wash- 
ington. In press. 

Detroit Public Library. Michigan Bi- 
ography. Seventy titles in biography and 
history. Have been indexed on cards. May 
be printed. 

Grose, Clyde Le Clare. Bibliography of 
English History, 1660-1760. Nearly com- 
plete. 

Hodgson, James G. The Official Publi- 
cations of American Counties—a Union List. 
In press. Contains approximately 5,270 
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entries representing holdings from 194 li- 
braries. 

Michigan Historical Commission. Michi- 
gan Bibliography from June, 1917 to date, 
Supplements Streeter’s two-volume work. 

Northup, Clark S. A Register of Bibliog- 
raphies of the English Language and 
Literature. Announced for early publication 
by Cornell University Press. 

Pacific Northwest Library Association. 
Committee on Bibliography. Union List of 
Books Relating to the Pacific Northwest. 
Supplements the checklist of Pacific North- 
west Americana compiled by Charles W. 
Smith. Cards filed in University of Wash- 
ington Library. 

Palfrey, Thomas R. Bibliography of 
Romance Languages and Literatures. Com- 
parable to the handbook by Tom Peete 
Cross entitled: A List of Books and Articles, 
Chiefly Bibliographical, Designed To Serve 
As an Introduction to the Bibliography and 
Methods of English Literary History. 

Schaefer, Victor A. A Register of Catho- 
lic Bibliographies. Contains to date over 
1,500 titles of bibliographies relating to the 
Catholic church. 

U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
Bibliography of Land Utilization Policies in 
the United States and Foreign Countries, 
1918-1936. 

U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
Insurance of Crops and Live Stock in United 
States and Foreign Countries, 1899-1936. 

Winchell, Constance M. Supplement to 
her publication: Locating Books for Inter- 
library Loan; with Bibliographies of Printed 
Aids Which Show Location of Books in 


American Libraries. 


Bibliographical Projects Proposed 


The following are suggestions that have 
been offered in regard to needed compila- 
tions. Persons now engaged upon these or 


similar projects are asked to communicate 
with this committee. 

City bibliography 

References relating to different individual 
cities or towns in the United States. In 1930, 
Lorena E. Keyl compiled a bibliography of 
Chicago for the years 1900 to that date. It 
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appears that the period before 1900 has not 
been adequately covered. It is believed that 
most cities still lack satisfactory bibliog- 
raphies. 

Dante in America 

It has been proposed that such a bibli- 
ography should cover the translations of 
Dante that have been made in this country, 
and references to his influence in the New 
World. 

English history 

A bibliography for the period 1760-1837, 
also another for the Victorian era, 1837-1901. 

Evans, Charles. American Bibliography. 

Should be completed. 

Fiction 

Local lists arranged geographically. 

Government publications 

State lists and revisions supplementary to 
Bowker, Hasse, and other similar publica- 
tions. 

Sabin, Joseph. Dictionary of Books Re- 
lating to America. 

Several have expressed the need for a 
subject index to this work. 

Student publications 

Finding lists arranged by states or regions. 

Travel and description in America 

Annotated lists similar to Solon J. Buck’s 
volume on Illinois entitled, Travel and De- 
scription, 1765-1865. Much work remains 
to be done in compiling the bibliography of 
American local history. 

Members of this committee are: Nina Al- 
mond, Paul Ryan Byrne, Randolph W. 
Church, Henry E. Coleman, Jr., James G. 
Hodgson, Mary G. Lacy, Howard Seavoy 
Leach, Eleanor Frances Lewis, Earl N. 
Manchester, Anne M. Smith, Constance M. 
Winchell, and Ernest William Winkler. 

Cuares W. Smitu, Chairman 


Boarp OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


See pages 496-504. , 
Boarp on Liprary SERVICE TO CHIL- 


DREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS 


See pages 505-09. 
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BoarD ON ReEsouRCES OF AMERICAN 
LIBRARIES 


No report. 


BocLe MeEMorIAL 


The committee has ended its active solici- 
tation of A. L. A. members, but the Bogle 
Memorial Fund will never be closed to 
additional gifts. Those whose circumstances 
have heretofore prevented donations are 
urged to remember the worthy objects of 
this memorial scholarship and to give what- 
ever they can. It is a particularly suitable 
beneficiary for bequests, large or small. 

The fund is now $2,325.87, and was given 
by 240 individuals and eighteen groups. The 
committee hopes to secure contributions from 
several of the foundations with which Miss 
Bogle worked. 

Members of the committee are: Linda A. 
Eastman, Jennie M. Flexner, Alice S. Tyler, 
and Harrison W. Craver. 

RatpH Muwnn, Chairman 


BooKBINDING 


The advantages of having a continuous 
program for a committee such as this one 
have been clearly demonstrated. The 
Minimum Specifications were adopted in 
June, 1934, and as soon as the committee 
could be gotten together, the work of ex- 
plaining these specifications to librarians and 
many binders was begun. Librarians did not 
understand the terms used, nor were many 
of them familiar with the materials recom- 
mended. Binders were but little better in- 
formed. 

With the forming of the Library Binding 
Institute and the appointment of the joint 
committee, this problem was attacked from 
both angles at the same time. A manual 
was started which would define and clarify 
all terms and processes used in library bind- 
ing, and in working on this manual during 
the past two years, much simplification of 
terms has been already introduced in the 
binding trade. The manual is nearly com- 
pleted and it is hoped that it will soon be in 
the hands of every librarian and library 
binder in the country. 

During the year, at the request of A. L. A. 
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Headquarters, librarians have been ques- 
tioned concerning their attitude toward the 
use of gummed materials in mending books. 
Their replies indicate that they still feel that 
the Bookbinding Committee was right when 
it stated in “Care and Binding of Books” 
(1928) that, “Gummed materials, either 
tape, book cloth, or adhesive paper are not 
recommended by those who know the most 
about mending and have made actual tests 
with different materials. Long-time experi- 
ence has proved that the softer and lighter 
weight the mending fabrics, the better for 
the book and the more enduring the results. 
Because gummed materials are more quickly 
and easily used, they are often applied with- 
out discretion and frequently result in dam- 
age to the book. 

“Inserting loose leaves or sections with 
gummed tape or adhesive paper is strongly 
condemned because it ruins the book for re- 
binding and is ugly in appearance. Gummed 
materials also harden, crack, and discolor 
with age. 

. “For either joints or recasing, the un- 
gummed cloth is more adhesive and flexible, 
and also less expensive. 

“Light weight, ungummed fabrics are pre- 
ferred for all kinds of book mending.” 

Much correspondence has been carried on 
in an effort to help librarians get better 
mending and binding through WPA projects, 
but until some central authority is estab- 
lished to determine whether it is good mend- 
ing and binding for libraries or work for 
the unemployed that is the end and aim of 
these projects, little can be hoped for. 

This year certified binderies have become 
an established fact, and librarians can now 
feel sure that when they order a Class A 
binding from a certified bindery, they will 
get it. In this connection it has been made 
clear that the Guide of Fair Value does not 
set the price for this type of binding, but 
merely states what the joint committee feels 
is a fair price to pay for this type of binding. 

Perhaps a short review of the work done 
at the joint committee booth at the last 
three A. L. A. conferences will best illustrate 
the progress that has been made. At Denver, 
librarians wanted to know what the com- 
mittee was and what it was doing. At 
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Richmond, most librarians had become fa- 
miliar with the work of the committee but 
were full of questions about binding ma- 
terials and methods and how to obtain a 
good binding. At New York, there were 
few questions about materials and methods. 
Librarians were telling of what they had 
done to secure good binding for their li- 
braries and were suggesting further steps 
they wished the committee to take toward 
educating those who hold the purse strings 
in the economy of good binding. 

Nothing could have demonstrated the 
awakened interest in good binding more than 
the attendance at the round table, held at 
the Chemists’ Club in New York, June 23. 
Ninety-one librarians representing all sec- 
tions of the country and every type of li- 
brary were present and listened for three 
hours to one of the most distinguished and 
informative group of speakers a Bookbinding 
Committee has ever presented. Among these 
speakers were: Harry M. Lydenberg, New 
York Public Library; Hellmut Lehmann- 
Haupt, curator of rare books, Columbia 
University Library ; Alexander Galt, Buffalo 
Public Library; Herbert S. Hirshberg, 
Western Reserve University Library; Anna 
V. Jennings, State Teachers College Li- 
brary, Kearney, Nebraska; Hiller C. Well- 
man, City Library Association, Springfield, 
Massachusetts; William R. Thurman, fore- 
man of bindery, New York Public Library. 

The work of the committee is little more 
than started. We have been urged to see 
that more and better instruction in book- 
binding is given in the library schools; that 
librarians should be instructed in the pres- 
ervation of old and rare books as distinct 
from the binding of ordinary fiction; that li- 
brarians, in the interest of keeping down 
costs, should be instructed in the selection 
and proper preparation of books for the 
bindery; and that binders should be dis- 
couraged in practices which tend to increase 
their overhead without proportionate return 
to libraries. 

It is hoped that the program started three 
years ago may prove of sufficient value to 
obtain increased financial support and be 
continued as long as necessity demands. 

The committee’s members are: Mae C. 
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Anders, John Archer, Earl H. Davis, Ray- 
mond Embree, Louis N. Feipel, Anna V. 
Jennings, and Helen Seymour. 

Serving on the Joint Committee with the 
Library Binding Institute are: Mr. Archer, 
Mr. Feipel, and the chairman. 

Eart W. Browninc, Chairman 


Book BuyInc 


The committee had during the year the 
usual quota of problems, some important, 
some less so, some concerning book buying, 
a great many concerning other matters. 

We had to refuse most definitely to spon- 
sor publication ventures of commercial pub- 
lishers. 

A protest was received from a New Eng- 
land librarian on the subject of spiral bind- 
ings and books with marginless illustrations. 
Letters were sent to publishers but, of 
course, with no result. 

The problem of unordered merchandise 
was taken up with the National Better Busi- 
ness Bureau, Incorporated, and a notice was 
printed in the A. L. A. Bulletin to inform 
librarians as to what action to take. 

The Bureau of Customs of the Treasury 
Department was asked to define a pamphlet. 
Paragraph 1631 of the Tariff Act of 1930, 
which permits libraries to import free of 
duty certain specified classes of material, 
does not mention pamphlets. Evidently our 
friends at Washington are having difficulty 
in formulating their definition. 

The committee is studying the question of 
reproducing those volumes of the Chaucer 
Society Publications which were issued on 
perishable paper. Arundell Esdaile, of the 
British Museum, has been asked for advice. 

A most startling bill, namely H.R. 4557, 
is in the hands of the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. It prohibits 
the sale of any book to an individual except 
at the full purchase price. Attempts have 
been made to determine what is meant by 
“full purchase price,” and as to whether 
a library is an “individual.” The House 
Committee has not considered the bill so 
far and no definite information can be had. 
The bill will probably fall by the wayside, 
since all price-maintenance legislation is be- 
ing soft pedalled in Washington. 
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The Robinson-Patman Act has caused the 
committee and others a great deal of worry. 
Since last fall correspondence was carried 
on, beginning with the Federal Trade Com- 
mission and ending with a request to A. L. A. 
Headquarters that the problem be placed 
before the legal adviser of the A. L. A. 
The whole matter was turned over to the 
American Council on Education. The Fi- 
nancial Advisory Service of the council issued 
a statement on May 26, 1937, to the effect 
that in its opinion libraries are not liable 
under the Robinson-Patman Act so long as 
they buy only for library acquisition. In 
the opinion of the service, the possibility of 
infringement of the law lies entirely with the 
firms that sell the books. 

Whitaker’s Reference Catalogue furnished 
another problem. There is widespread dis- 
satisfaction with that work. At the printed 
request of the committee several libraries 
wrote in and gave specific complaints. These 
were summarized and sent to Whitaker’s. 
Their reaction was splendid. They have 
promised to meet practically all of the criti- 
cisms, so much so that the next edition of 
Whitaker should meet the expectations of 
most libraries. A detailed statement ap- 
peared in the A. L. A. Bulletin, May, 1937. 

Everybody has been much concerned over 
the Tydings-Miller Bill. It was drawn to 
implement state fair-trade laws so that those 
laws might become operative even where 
interstate commerce is involved. The first 
step taken by the committee was to send 
out two hundred letters to librarians 
throughout the country requesting that as 
many letters as possible be sent to congress- 
men in Washington, urging the introduction 
and passage of an amendment which would 
exempt all libraries from the intent of the 
bill. A week later the president of the 
National Association of Book Publishers 
notified the committee that the draft of the 
agreement between publishers and booksell- 
ers of New York State carried a clause 
which specifically exempted libraries from 
the terms of that agreement. Shortly after 
that the bill was withdrawn in both houses 
at the request of President Roosevelt. The 
New York State agreement is now effective 
in that state, and if the Tydings-Miller Bill, 
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or a similar one, becomes law, the National 
Association of Book Publishers intends to 
draw up similar agreements for the other 
states. In other words, the National As- 
sociation of Book Publishers does not want 
to change the present situation with regard 
to library discounts. It seemed advisable, 
therefore, to consider a statement from the 
committee giving approval to the idea of 
the Tydings-Miller Bill. The committee 
has unanimously (the American members) 
backed this idea, and just as we were ready 
to put this into print, news came that the 


- Tydings-Miller Bill had been revived in 


the form of a rider to the District of Co- 
lumbia Tax Bill. Since the tax bill had to 
be passed by July 15 we waited for results. 
The bill is still awaiting action.” 

The last item on the docket is the en- 
trance of the United States into the Inter- 
national Copyright Union. The committee 
has agitated the matter very actively through 
several people in Washington. It has secured 
the codperation of the American Council of 
Learned Societies. It has printed several 
times an appeal that librarians write to 
Washington, urging the approval of the con- 
vention that will make the United States a 
member of the union. If the convention is 
passed, the domestic copyright laws can then 
be revised in order that they will not con- 
flict with the principles of the union. The 
whole matter is in the laps of the gods and 
we are all waiting and hoping. 

The members of the committee are: Leta 
E. Adams, Leonard Balz, Dorothy Carlisle, 
John B. Fogg, Gilbert Govan, Lois M. Jor- 
dan, Eliza B. Marquess, Margaret W. 
Peirce, and Sarah J. Schenck. 


LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 


CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION 


The principal concern of this committee 
during the past year has been the initiating 
of a project providing for the publication of 
a series of monographs dealing with the care 
and cataloging of special collections. The 
general problems relating to this project 
were first discussed at the Richmond meet- 
~ 4 President Roosevelt on August 18 signed the 
District of Columbia Tax Bill, to which the _—- 


Miller fair trade enabling act was attach as a 
rider.—[Ed.] 


ing of the committee. Subsequently, indj- 
vidual members submitted in writing expres- 
sions of opinion regarding such questions as 
(1) subjects most necessary to have treated; 
(2) form of publication; (3) organization 
and management of committee undertaking 
the project; and (4) persons suitable for 
membership on such a committee or to co- 
operate with it. A summary digest of these 
opinions was prepared by the former chair- 
man and submitted to the chief of the 
A. L. A. Department of Publishing and 
Coéperative Services. 

As a result of these preliminary steps, a 
joint meeting with the Editorial Committee 
was held two days previous to the New 
York conference. At this meeting were re- 
viewed all publishing projects, in progress 
or proposed, which related to cataloging or 
classification; but special consideration was 
given to the project relating to the care and 
cataloging of special collections. With re- 
spect to this latter undertaking, it was tenta- 
tively agreed (1) that a series of mono- 
graphs on the subjects suggested by the 
Committee on Cataloging and Classification 
would be useful; (2) that each monograph 
should be self contained but, after several 
had been issued, one treating of the general 
problems of special collections should be in- 
cluded in the series; and (3) that manu- 
scripts should be prepared under the direction 
of the Editorial Committee, assisted and 
advised by the Committee on Cataloging and 
Classification. Several types of special col- 
lections were then agreed upon for which 
arrangements for the preparation of suitable 
manuscripts were promptly to be made. 

Another matter which came to the atten- 
tion of the committee in the course of the 
year related to a special classification for a 
Mennonite collection and suitable subject 
headings for such a collection. The librarian 
of the collection was given the benefit of a 
summary of the comments of various com- 
mittee members on these problems. 

The members of this committee are: Ber- 
tha Bassam, Grace P. Fuller, Rudolph H. 
Gjelsness, Grace O. Kelley, Ruth Montgom- 
ery, Margaret Oldfather, John R. Russell, 
Elizabeth Sampson, Edith N. Snow, and 
Caroline Whittemore. 

ARNOLD H. Trotier, Chairman 
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CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS 


The committee recommended that favor- 
able consideration be given the petition of 
the Maritime Library Institute to be affili- 
ated as a chapter of the American Library 
Association. The recommendation was ap- 
proved by the Council at its meeting during 
the New York conference. 

The committee members are: M. Louise 
Hunt and Charles H. Stone. 

James I. Wyer, Chairman 


Civit Service RELATIONS 


Duties assumed by Committee on Salaries, 
Staff, and Service. 


Cope or ETuHICcs 


The Committee on a Code of Ethics met 
at the June conference in New York. Act- 
ing upon the suggestions of the former com- 
mittee, as reported in 1935 and 1936, a 
recommendation was made that the atten- 
tion of the membership of the Association 
should be called to the desirability of adher- 
ence to accepted ethical practices. Organ- 
ized groups of librarians, state and regional 
associations, and staff organizations are 
urged to arrange for discussion of the ethics 
of our profession in meetings to be held dur- 
ing 1937-38. 

Collective opinion is needed as to what 
we think is right regarding the following 
questions: 

1. Is there an essential unity in the library 
profession? If so, will a code of ethics aid 
in fostering it? Should a code of practice 
accompany a code of ethics? 

2. How far is it the librarian’s responsi- 
bility to attempt to enlarge his constituency 
and to endeavor to reach potential users of 
the library? 

3. To what extent should the librarian 
consider it his responsibility to take care of 
the public property entrusted to him? 
Should the librarian attempt to cultivate a 
sense of responsibility on the part of his 
public? 

4. Is a publicly supported library, as a non- 
Partisan institution, obligated to purchase 
books representing all phases of opinion and 
interest? If true, should the librarian en- 
deavor to secure impartiality in opposition 





to a policy established by his employing body? 

5. Should impartial service be given all 
patrons of the library? Should information 
received in answering reference questions be 
considered confidential ? 

6. To what extent should it be the obliga- 
tion of the board, committee, or person re- 
sponsible for appointments to be familiar 
with the qualifications, training, experience, 
personal aptitudes, and salaries which are 
desirable for various positions, in accordance 
with approved practice in the profession and 
with recommendations of the American Li- 
brary Association and other professional 
organizations? 

7. Is it understood that, having accepted 
a position in a library, an appointee incurs 
the responsibility to remain long enough to 
accomplish definite results in the position 
filled? In resigning from a position, what 
constitutes sufficient notice so that the li- 
brary may adjust its work and initiate a 
successor? 

8. To what extent does the library incur 
the responsibility when a new appointment 
is made to see that the appointee is given an 
opportunity to develop to his fullest capacity ? 
If this is not possible, should the librarian 
assist him to find a position elsewhere? If 
a dismissal is necessary for the good of the 
service, how shall it be made? 

9. In writing recommendations for other 
library positions or for library training, 
should the librarian attempt to state the 
weak as well as the strong points of the 
candidates? Should librarians encourage 
only the right kind of people to enter the 
profession and discourage the continuance in 
service of the unfit? 

10. To what extent should the members 
of the library staff consider themselves re- 
sponsible to report to the librarian conditions 
within the staff which would affect the wel- 
fare of the library? To what extent should 
staff members consider themselves respons- 
ible to report to the governing agency of the 
library serious breaches of duty on the part 
of the librarian? 

11. How far should a librarian express 
personal opinion on controversial problems? 
In what way can he conduct himself so as 
to enhance the prestige of his profession? 
Is it his obligation to seek opportunity for 








558 


self-development and to continue his educa- 
tion through reading, travel, etc.? 

Reports of discussion or individual opinion 
should be sent to the chairman or any mem- 
ber of the committee. A revised code of 
ethics based upon the opinion of the member- 
ship of the Association will be framed and 
presented to the A. L. A. Council in due time. 

The committee members are: John S. 
Cleavinger, Coit Coolidge, Edwin Sue Goree, 
Margaret B. Martin, Helen L. Purdum, 
Rena Reese, Frank K. Walter, and Ruth 
Worden. 

Fiora B. Lupincton, Chairman 


CoL.Lece Lisprary Apvisory BoARD 


Report to appear in later news Bulletin. 


CoMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 


An effort has been made by the committee 
to secure names of capable members of the 
Association who have not previously been 
prominent in committee work, particularly 
younger members with outstanding ability. 

As heretofore, an invitation was printed 
in the Bulletin urging members at large to 
suggest suitable names. No suggestions were 
received through this channel. 

Members of the committee were asked to 
submit names for possible committee mem- 
bership and also to suggest individuals in 
their state or region who might be asked to 
serve as advisers. In addition to the list of 
advisers so obtained, state association presi- 
dents for 1935 and 1936 and other state 
leaders were asked to suggest names of 
persons competent to serve on committees. 
From these various sources several hundred 
suggestions were obtained, many of them 
carefully considered and accompanied by 
sufficient information to be of great help to 
the committee. On the other hand, many 
suggestions received were of little help be- 
cause of insufficient information sent con- 
cerning names submitted or because no 
specific committee recommendation accom- 
panied the name. The committee greatly 
appreciates the willing codperation received 
from so many members of the Association. 

A detailed report including names sug- 
gested was submitted to the incoming Presi- 
dent and the secretary of the Association on 
May 15, 1937. As a final contribution, the 
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chairman of the committee met with the 
incoming President in a consultant capacity, 
in order to make recommendations for ap- 
pointments preliminary to the first meeting 
with the new Executive Board. Final deci- 
sion on all committee appointments rests, 
of course, with the President and the Execu- 
tive Board of the Association. 

Members of the committee are: Ella V. 
Aldrich, Mrs. Caroline P. Engstfeld, Edith 
Gantt, Mrs. Ann Hough, Esther Johnston, 
Mrs. Evelyn S. Little, John Ridington, Ruth 
Rosholt, Mrs. Maud D. Sullivan, Nell 
Unger, and Rose L. Vormelker. 

Amy WINsLow, Chairman 


CoMMITTEES 


With an entirely new membership this 
year, the committee has followed the policy 
of “gradual adjustment” of committee or- 
ganization as recommended by the previous 
committee in its 1936 report. 

The committee recommended that the 
Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service be 
constituted a board, as requested by that 
committee. This was approved by the Coun- 
cil on June 21, 1937, and the name changed 
to Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 

Definitions of duties for the following 
committees, all in form approved by the 
respective chairmen, were recommended, and 
the recommendations were approved by the 
Council on June 1, 1937: 

Library Equipment and Appliances (re- 
vision) 

Periodicals 

Photographic Reproduction of Library 
Materials 

Uniform Statistical Report Forms 

The committee recommended to President 
Malcolm G. Wyer the discontinuance of the 
Committee on Permanent Paper for Govern- 
ment Documents. That committee was con- 
stituted in 1927, but no report has been 
submitted since 1932 and no appointments 
have been made since the latter date. 

The following matters are still in the 
hands of the committee for action: 

Revision of the definition of duties of the 
Committee on Bibliography and the Commit- 
tee on Cataloging and Classification. Both 
have been awaiting opportunity for personal 
conference. 
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Definition of duties of the new Committee 
on Union List of Serials. 

Suggestions for discontinuance of the 
Committee on A. L. A. Headquarters Build- 
ing (1923) and the Committee on a Library 
Research Bureau at A. L. A. Headquarters 
(1930). 

Members of this committee are: Lucile F. 
Fargo, Edgar S. Robinson, and Grace van 
Wormer. 

CLARENCE B. Lester, Chairman 


CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws 


At the Richmond conference, the Associa- 
tion voted affirmatively on all amendments 
to the Constitution and By-Laws which the 
committee had presented (A. L. A. Bulletin, 
August, 1936, pages 597-602). The only 
proposed amendment which caused discussion 
was that to Section 10 of the Constitution. 
As a result, and pending the second of the 
two votes necessary for the adoption of 
amendments to the Constitution, the com- 
mittee restated its case (A. L. A. Bulletin, 
December, 1936, page 973), and solicited 
membership opinion at a session of the Coun- 
cil held during the Midwinter meeting in 
Chicago. An amplified statement giving the 
arguments pro and con the amendment was 
published in the Bulletin for May, 1937, 
pages 319-20. The amendment, together 
with the others voted upon at Richmond, was 
presented to the Association at its third 
general session, Friday, June 25, in New 
York City. All amendments were affiirma- 
tively voted upon and are consequently now 
a part of the Association’s body of law. 

A new amendment to Section 4 of the 
Constitution, Honorary Members, was pre- 
sented as follows: substitution of the word 
“majority” for “unanimous” in the section 
which now reads, “On nomination of the 
Council honorary members may be elected by 
unanimous vote at any meeting of the Associ- 
ation.” This amendment received the first 
of the two votes necessary for adoption. 

During the year the committee has held 
two meetings, one in Chicago in connection 
with the Midwinter meeting, and the second 
in New York in connection with the annual 
conference. During these meetings it has 
considered a number of matters referred to 
it, which consideration has resulted in sev- 





eral new proposed amendments which will 
be presented to the Association at its next 
meeting—assuming, for the moment, their 
indorsement by the incoming committee— 
and which are given below. The committee 
has also considered questions relating to the 
reorganization of the Association and mem- 
bership classification. A statement of the 
committee’s general feeling concerning these 
matters was presented to the Executive 
Board, at its meeting on June 26, and has 
been referred by the board to the new Com- 
mittee on A. L. A. Activities. 

The new amendments are as follows: 

By-Laws, Section 13, paragraph 2: The 
committee proposes that this whole para- 
graph be replaced by the following: “Each 
chapter shall name a Council delegate who 
must be a member of the Association.” (It 
is apparently undesirable and perhaps im- 
possible for the Association to dictate the 
manner in which chapters elect or appoint 
their delegates, or to specify the time that 
this be done.) 

By-Laws, Section 18: In order to make 
it possible for sections to exercise some con- 
trol over attendance at their own meetings, 
the committee recommends revision of the 
sentence beginning, “Sessions of sections ...,” 
as follows: “Any member of the Association 
may become a member of any section by 
complying with the requirements for mem- 
bership, and attendance at section meetings 
may be limited to members of the section. 
No person may vote in any section unless a 
member of the same.” 

Constitution, Section 22e: Substitution of 
the words “two hundred” for the word 
“fifty” in the sentence which now reads, 
“Such vote by mail shall be held upon peti- 
tion of fifty members of the Association.” 
(This section was adopted in 1924 when the 
Association had 6,000 members and may 
have been justified at that time. Today, 
with 14,000 members, it seems unreasonable 
that a minority of fifty should be enabled to 
force the Association to the expenditure of 
$300 or $400 to conduct a mail vote.) 

By-Laws, Section 9: Substitution of the 
words “two hundred” for the word “fifty” 
in the sentence which now reads, “Special 
meetings of the Association may be called by 
the Executive Board and shall be called by 
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the President on request of fifty members of 
the Association.” Here again it seems un- 
reasonable, and perhaps even dangerous, to 
permit fifty members of the Association to 
call a special meeting. 

Constitution, Section 9: Substitution of 
the words “two hundred” for the word 
“fifty” in the sentence which now reads, 
“Fifty members shall constitute a quorum.” 

The members of the committee are: 
Samuel McAllister, Samuel H. Ranck, Ralph 
Shaw, Jesse H. Shera, and Louis Shores. 


J. Pertam Danton, Chairman 


Co6PERATION WITH THE LAKE PLACID 
FOUNDATION COMMITTEE ON 
DeEcIMAL CLASSIFICATION 


Since the duties of the committee have 
been assumed for the present by a committee 
of the A. L. A. Executive Board working 
with the Lake Placid Foundation, no report 
can be submitted covering the past year. 

The members of our committee are: Eileen 
Duggan, David J. Haykin, Harriet D. Mac- 
Pherson, Julia C. Pressey, Isabella K. 
Rhodes, and Arnold H. Trotier. 


Marcaret Mann, Chairman 


CoGPERATIVE CATALOGING 


A report on the work of the Codperative 
Cataloging Committee, read at a meeting 
of the Catalog Section at the New York 
conference, will be printed in the Catalogers’ 
and Classifiers’ Yearbook. It summarizes 
the accomplishments of the four years from 
1933 through 1936 and indicates the possi- 
bilities for the future of the codperative cata- 
loging enterprise. This report will therefore 
include only a brief statement of the work of 
the past year. 

The copy supplied by the codperating li- 
braries in 1936 amounted to 6,713 titles, an 
increase of 2,211 titles over the copy received 
in 1935. The increase in titles printed 
amounted to 626, the total for 1936 being 
5,273. The card sales were $907.34 greater 
than they were in 1935, the total for 1936 
amounting to $4,303.44. Both the amount 
of copy supplied and the number of titles 
printed were greater than they have been in 
any previous year, and the card sales nearly 


equaled those for 1934, which were the 
highest during the four years. 

The time for the use of the $45,000 grant 
made by the General Education Board ex- 
pired December 31, 1936, but on request it 
was extended one year. Because about one- 
third of the original grant will still be un- 
used at the end of this year, and the 
coéperative cataloging work has not yet 
reached the point of being self supporting, 
the committee has requested a further ex- 
tension of time. 

At the New York conference, the commit- 
tee provided a consultation service with 
David J. Haykin and Mrs. Helen B. Stevens 
available to answer questions concerning the 
preparation and use of the committee’s cards, 

The death of Philip S$. Goulding on May 
10, 1937, deprived the committee of one of 
its very able members. Winifred Gregory, 
executive assistant, resigned December 31, 
1936. She was succeeded by Mrs. Helen 
B. Stevens, who had previously acted as her 
assistant. 

The members of the committee are: Susan 
Grey Akers, Reba S. Cawley, Alice Charlton, 
Florence M. Craig, Eliza Lamb, M. Ruth 
MacDonald, and Lucile M. Morsch. 

Joun R. Russet, Chairman 


EpITORIAL 
See pages 526-32. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 


Progress was made toward the establish- 
ment of a federal library agency, though 
very slowly. The appropriation of $25,000 
for 1936-37 for a Library Service Division 
in the Office of Education was assured June 
23, 1936, when the President signed the 
Department of the Interior Appropriation 
Bill. (See A. L. A. Bulletin for July, 1936.) 
The same amount was included in the cor- 
responding bill for 1937-38, signed August 
10, 1937. 

Help was given the commissioner of edu- 
cation, John W. Studebaker, in drafting 
recommendations for civil service specifica- 
tions. At the Midwinter conference, the 
status of the agency was discussed at Coun- 
cil meeting by the commissioner of educa- 
tion, Forrest B. Spaulding, and the chair- 
man of the committee. The commissioner 
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explained the delay in setting up a staff as 
due to formalities of civil service. (See 
A. L. A. Bulletin, February, 1937.) 

Temporary projects were then arranged, 
again with A. L. A. advice, including work 
on a uniform statistical report form and a 
plan for coérdinated collection of statistics. 
For this work the statistical assistant at 
headquarters was lent for three months. 
(See the report of the special Committee on 
Uniform Statistical Report Forms.) 

Civil service examinations for the three 
positions of chief of the Library Service Di- 
vision, specialist in public libraries, and spe- 
cialist in school libraries, were announced 
June 21, applications to be filed by July 26. 
Applicants are not required to report for 
examination at any place, but are to be rated 
on their education and experience. 

Two important projects developed during 
the year. January 26, 1937, Congressman 
Ross A. Collins, of Mississippi, introduced a 
bill to create five regional national libraries. 
This was first studied by this committee, and 
its findings were submitted to President Mal- 
colm G. Wyer. At the end of May a special 
committee was appointed composed of the 
chairmen of the Federal Relations Commit- 
tee, the Resources Board, the Public Docu- 
ments Committee, and the Library Extension 
Board. Just at conference time an unex- 
pected opportunity came to submit a compre- 
hensive report on federal relations to 
libraries to the President’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on Education. The Executive Board 
assigned the task of drafting the report to a 
special committee, representing the same 
four groups. This report is now in prepara- 
tion. 

It is evident that the Federal Relations 
Committee cannot make a complete report 
at this time, with such important matters in 
process. It is hoped that a fuller statement 
may be published later in the year. 

Members of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee itself are: Charles H. Compton, vice 
chairman, Mabel R. Gillis, Mrs. Lucile L. 
Keck, Forrest B. Spaulding, and Carl Vitz. 

CaRLETON B. JozcKEL, Chairman 


FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 


Throughout the year the committee con- 
tinued further discussion of the conflict of 





general opinion regarding the placement of 
emphasis on awards for further training of 
untried but hopeful beginners, or on further 
opportunities for distinctive contributions to 
the profession by experienced librarians. It 
seemed to be wise this year to follow a 
medium course, and consequently the cus- 
tomary printed circular of information was 
revised to provide aid for representatives of 
both groups. The result was not encourag- 
ing from either point of view, for the final 
list of applications was not particularly high 
in quality, and from the other extreme there 
came a flood of unwarranted applications 
from ill-prepared persons. 

Preceding the March meeting, members of 
the committee spent considerable time com- 
piling a significant list of young men and 
women of unusual promise who might well 
be considered in connection with further 
study and opportunity, few of whom have 
ever applied for scholarships. The com- 
mittee recommends to its successors that con- 
tinuing consideration be given to this list and 
to further quiet search for promising candi- 
dates. 

Considerable time was also given to the 
compilation of a lengthy list of subjects 
recommended for investigation, obtained 
from several authoritative sources. It is 
the opinion of the present committee, how- 
ever, that an applicant should develop his 
own project or study, through efforts arising 
out of his own special interest and ability. 
Nevertheless, it might be well to suggest 
general fields in which studies are needed 
without affecting the applicant’s freedom to 
determine his own specific subject. 

Increasing efforts were made by the com- 
mittee to help spread the idea that library 
schools must necessarily and increasingly 
seek scholarship funds from a variety of 
sources. The committee was encouraged by 
reports of additional scholarship funds re- 
ceived by two library training institutions. 

Under date of October 9, 1936, the com- 
mittee received the good news of an appro- 
priation from the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York of $8,400 for library fellowships 
in the United States and $2,500 for Canada. 

In response to the printed circular and 
accompanying publicity, well over one hun- 
dred applications for scholarships were re- 
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ceived, and sixty-eight of these were carefully 
considered by the committee, through cor- 
respondence and in the committee session 
held on March 17 and 18, 1937. 

With a total budget of $10,900, allowing 
for the customary expenses, it was decided 
to award stipends of $1,500 to five candi- 
dates from the United States and two of 
$1,250 to candidates from Canada. As a re- 
sult of these deliberations and subsequent 
correspondence, the following awards were 
approved for the year 1937-38: 


From the United States 


Charles E. Butler. Study of library activi- 
ties in the promotion of art appreciation, at 
the University of Chicago. 

Helen L. Butler. To study readers in 
libraries, and their books, at the University 
of Chicago. 

Ralph H. Carruthers. Survey of photo- 
graphic problems of importance to libraries, 
at the New York Public Library. 

Mary V. Gaver. Study of state school 
library supervision in six southern states, at 
Columbia University. 

G. Donald Smith. To determine the place 
of reading in the life of first-year students, 
at the University of Chicago. 


From Canada 


Peter F. Grossman. Study of professional 
courses, at the University of California. 

Isabel G. McTavish. Study of the rela- 
tion between libraries and other social agen- 
cies in work with children, at the University 
of Chicago. 

Further committee action resulted in the 
approval of the preparation and use next 
year of a formal application blank for all 
applicants, a mid-year progress report form 
to be sent to recent recipients of awards and 
others who have not fully reported to the 
committee, the deposit at A. L. A. Head- 
quarters of all reports and theses the com- 
mittee has in hand, including also files of 
correspondence material relating to applica- 
tions preceding the five-year period, and the 
recommendation that A. L. A. Headquarters 
might well publish annually a list of helpful 
award reports on file in the headquarters 
library. It was also the sense of the com- 


mittee that some appropriation of money is 
needed to aid in the publication of unques- 
tionably significant reports. 

This report must not close without a final 
word of appreciation to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Carnegie Corporation for the 
opportunity to be of some service in the ad- 
ministration of these important and much 
appreciated funds. 

The committee’s members are: Charles H, 
Brown, Francis L. D. Goodrich, Aubry Lee 
Hill, Gerhard R. Lomer, and Althea H. 


Warren. 
Cuartes E. Rusu, Chairman 


FINANCE 


Financial reports for the fiscal year ending 
August 31, 1936, and budgets for 1936-37, 
approved by the Finance Committee, ap- 
peared in the December, 1936, Bulletin, pages 
1014-21. 

FirE INSURANCE 


During the past year, the committee has 
given much time and attention to the com- 
pletion of its fire insurance form. In its 
provisional state, the form was presented to, 
and accepted by, the Council at its meeting 
in New York City, June 25, 1937. Since 
then the form has been sent to the fire in- 
surance interests of the country for their 
acceptance. It will be presented again to 
the Council for reconsideration and possible 
adoption. 

While constructing the form, the com- 
mittee realized there was much material 
which could not be a part of it, but which 
included facts that should be known to li- 
brarians and library trustees contemplating 
the placement of insurance. The committee, 
therefore, is including, as the principal fea- 
ture of this year’s report, the following fire 
insurance recommendations: 

1. The library should select as its adviser 
a high-grade, service-giving insurance agency, 
and place with it the largest share of its 
insurance, to give the agency prestige in 
settlement when loss occurs. 

2. Policies should be written only with 
companies having an “A” rating. Companies 
are organized under somewhat different 
methods, such as stock companies, mutual 
companies, reciprocals, etc. Before placing 
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insurance, it would be well to investigate 
these different types of organizations. 

3. Policies should be written, whenever 
possible, on a three-year basis, the price for 
which is two and one-half times the one-year 
rate. (Five-year policies may be secured, 
but the slight extra saving is not considered 
sufficient to warrant the additional outlay.) 
Policies should expire so that the annual ex- 
penditure is evenly distributed ; that is, about 
one-third of the total each year. 

4. The replacement valuation of the 
building above the foundation footings should 
be determined by a competent builder. The 
need for full insurance on fire resistive 
buildings, if the flat rate is used, is not so 
important as on other types of construction. 

5. If full insurance is carried, or a defi- 
nite percentage of it, the library has the ad- 
vantage of the co-insurance clause, the price 
for which is considerably less than the flat 
rate. 

6. If full insurance is not carried, then 
such as is carried should be placed at the 
flat rate. 

7. Libraries having a number of branches 
may find it advantageous to carry group in- 
surance under a blanket form. 

8. Policies should cover books, exhibi- 
tions, etc., lent to the library—provided 
such property is not otherwise specifically 
insured—wearing apparel of the staff mem- 
bers, etc. 

9. Book rarities, valuable art objects, or 
unusual items should be included in separate 
policies or on special memoranda. 

10. A book and other content inventory 
by location, and interior photographs taken 
in various locations, are very desirable. 
They should be placed in a safety deposit 
box. 

11. Book values may be determined fairly 
accurately by a study of average book costs 
over a few years’ period. To include fiction 
and children’s books at 50 per cent of their 
cost, non-fiction and reference books at two- 
thirds, and allowing in addition one-quarter 
of the average cost of bookbinding, should 
give a fair replacement value for the book 
stock. In estimating this, allowance should 


be made for the average value of books in 
circulation. 


A fuller outline of method of 
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computation is given in the A. L. A. Bul- 
letin, June, 1935, page 356. 

12. The shelf list is perhaps the most im- 
portant and valuable tool in the library. It 
should be well protected. If a steel case is 
not used, the shelf list case should be en- 
closed in a fire resistive cabinet having a 
shutter front, to be closed when each day’s 
work is done. To determine shelf list 
values, multiply the total number of its cards 
by the cost per card, adding for labor as 
outlined in Miss Margaret Mann’s Introduc- 
tion to Cataloging and the Classification of 
Books, pages 404-08. 

13. The number of cards in the card cata- 
log may be determined by multiplying the 
number of titles in the library (shown by 
the total number of shelf list cards as 
above) by the average number of cards for 
each book (which may be obtained by ex- 
amining the tracings on all the author cards 
in a selected number of catalog drawers) 
and adding an estimate of the number of 
cross-reference cards. Values may be deter- 
mined, as in the shelf list, by consulting Miss 
Mann’s volume on cataloging. 

14. Furniture and other contents should 
be carried at cost less depreciation. 

15. Liability insurance should be carried 
for employees, and public liability as well, 
unless the city government takes care of 
this by group or other insurance. 

16. Steam boiler, wind storm, tornado, 
airplane damage, and other insurance may 
be carried at discretion. 

17. Fire extinguishers, of approved and 
standard makes, properly distributed about 
the building, will reduce fire insurance rates. 

18. The installation of the sprinkler sys- 
tem will radically reduce the rates; but, if 
used, insurance must be carried to offset any 


loss caused when no fire occurs. 





There is one very special library that has 
had its card catalog microphotographed as 
a hedge against the necessity of carrying in- 
surance in excess of amount to cover photo- 
graphic reproduction of catalog cards from 
film. The initial reproduction is not over- 
expensive and the films are stored in a safety 
deposit box at a nominal annual rental. 
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While this may be of advantage in that 
special library, there would be some question 
of how practical it might prove in a public 
library where, annually, there are numerous 
card withdrawals, as many worn-out books 
are not replaceable. 

It is recommended that it might be of 
decided advantage if there were an A. L. A. 
committee whose duty it was to guide li- 
brarians and trustees in determining amounts 
involved in fire losses. In perplexing situa- 
tions, outside assistance within the profes- 
sion would be most helpful. 

The committee’s members are: Charles 
M. Cartwright, Emerson Greenaway, John 
Dale Henderson, Julian A. Sohon, and Lewis 
F. Stieg. 


Haroitp T. Doucuerty, Chairman 


HospitAL LIBRARIES 


Lists of books suitable for use in hospital 
libraries were published in the December, 
1936, and the June, 1937, Booklist. The 
selection of books for this list was made by 
the committee, and represents the general 
opinion as much as possible. All members 
were asked for suggestions and reviews of 
books. 

A questionnaire was sent to library schools, 
to find the number of trained librarians do- 
ing hospital library work with patients. 
From the results, it seems that the records 
cannot be complete, as the names of only 
thirty-seven graduates appear on the list. 

Most of the work of the year was in 
preparation for the conference—the program 
and the exhibit. The booth with its exhibit 
proved worth while. The exhibit furnished 
publicity and attracted a number of visitors; 
for hospital librarians themselves, it pro- 
vided a bird’s-eye-view of the various types 
of hospital library service. Not the least 
value of the booth and its exhibit was that 
it furnished a meeting place for the group 
and gave opportunity for informal discus- 
sions. As hospital librarians work alone for 
the greater part, an opportunity to meet and 
talk with others in similar positions means a 
great deal. 

A registry of hospital librarians has been 
started. During the conference, over seventy 
persons registered, giving locations, types, 
sizes, and support of hospitals and their li- 
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braries. This material will be available 
through the committee. 

The Board of Education for Librarianship 
asked the committee members to be present 
at a meeting to discuss training for hospital 
librarians. Frank K. Walter, librarian and 
director of library instruction at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, told of the course given 
there in the spring of 1937. Present demand 
for such training, facilities for teaching and 
internship, and coéperation with the univer- 
sity in the matter of credits had to be con- 
sidered in organizing the work. He asked 
that other library schools leave the project 
to that institution until time has proved its 
worth and the demand for such training has 
greatly increased. About ten students en- 
rolled for the course. The various courses, 
internship, and the plans for future de- 
velopment provide a satisfactory beginning 
for professional training of the group. 

The round table meeting at the confer- 
ence was given over to a talk by Johanne 
M. Wetlesen, from Oslo, Norway, who 
started hospital library service in her own 
country and then came to the United States 
to study the work done here. Later, a grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation made it 
possible for her to register for the course in 
hospital library work at the University of 
Minnesota. Her talk was divided into two 
parts: the first part covered her work in 
Norway, its very small beginnings and the 
support she is winning for it; in the second 
part, she told of the various hospital libraries 
she has visited here, and what she found. 
She then described, quite in detail, the work 
given at the University of Minnesota. Her 
personality and enthusiasm make her a 
charming speaker, and to hospital librarians, 
especially, she is an inspiration. 

Committee members for 1936-37 are: 
Mrs. Elva B. Bailey, Inez M. Baylis, Mrs. 
Elizabeth R. Creglow, Marjorie J. Darrach, 
Gertrude M. Edwards, Anne Farrington, 
Mrs. Clémence Field Parks, and Bessie B. 
Silverthorn. 

VaA.LerRiIA E. Grigson, Chairman 


INSTITUTION LIBRARIES 
Report to appear in later News Bulletin. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
No report. 
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LEGISLATION 


PART I 


SUMMARY 

The downward trend of library appropria- 
tions seems definitely halted, as seen in legis- 
lation for the period covered by this report, 
1936 and half of 1937. 

Of the reporting state extension agencies, 
only three note a decrease, and these are so 
very small that it is thought they represent 
differences only in unexpended surpluses. 
On the other hand, the increases are fairly 
general and generous. In Idaho, the Free 
Traveling Library Commission’s appropria- 
tion for the next biennium is increased from 
$11,000 to $28,000; that of the Missouri 
Commission from $15,594 to $28,570; Ne- 
braska’s, from $25,000 to $40,000. An ap- 
propriation of $25,000 for 1936-37 was 
included in the budget of the United States 
Department of the Interior for a Library 
Service Division in the Office of Education, 
and the same amount was included in the 
corresponding budget for 1937-38. 

Perhaps the most significant trend of the 
period was the increased effort on the part 
of the state associations to secure state aid 


for public libraries. Arkansas, Michigan, 
Ohio, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Ver- 
mont were successful in securing enabling 
acts, and—with the exception of North Caro- 
lina and Tennessee—also substantial appro- 
priations for putting them into execution. 
Similar movements were defeated in Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Texas, Washington, and 
West Virginia. 

State-wide library activities were the sub- 
ject of reorganization or codification statutes 
in Arkansas, Michigan, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Vermont, and Virginia. 

Certification bills passed in Georgia, Ten- 
nessee, and Virginia. According to the 
provisions of the state aid bill for public li- 
braries passed in Michigan, libraries receiv- 
ing state aid must employ certified libra- 
rians. 

Legislation which failed to pass, in addi- 
tion to that already noted, included certifica- 
tion bills in Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Missouri, Ohio, and Oregon; taking over 
the work of the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion by the board of education; and a Wyo- 
ming proposal to permit counties to collect 
and spend the money themselves which was 
levied for library purposes. 


PART II 


NEW LEGISLATION, INCLUDING AMENDMENTS TO OLDER STATUTES 


Since the session laws of many of the 
states for the period covered by this report 
have not yet been published, complete and 
accurate citation of such laws is often im- 
possible. 


Tue Unirep STATES oF AMERICA 
Library of Congress 


The Act of March 3, 1925, to create a 
Library of Congress trust fund, was 
amended to authorize the board “to accept, 
receive, hold, and administer such gifts, be- 
quests, or devises of property for the benefit 
of, or in connection with, the library, its col- 
lections, or its service, as may be approved 
by the Joint Committee on the Library. 
(U.S. Stats., vol. 49, pt. 1, Public Laws, 
74th Congress, Second Session, ch. 213.) 

An additional $2,225,000 was appropriated 
to continue the construction and equipment 





of the Library of Congress Annex. (ibid, ch. 
233.) 


ARKANSAS 
Library Commission 


To aid in carrying out the functions of 
the Arkansas Library Commission, creation 
of which was noted in last year’s report, the 
legislature, as the result of the combined 
efforts of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, Parent- 
Teacher Association, Arkansas Education 
Association, and with the approval of Gov- 
ernor Carl E. Bailey, appropriated $100,000 
to it for the biennium. Of this amount, 
$31,800 for the year ending June 30, 1938, 
and $31,900 for the following year, was for 
state aid for county libraries. (Acts of Ar- 
kansas, 1937, p. 1267-70. Act 339.) 

The state planning board has issued a 
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Suggested Outline for State Library Organi- 
zation. 
CALIFORNIA 


School Libraries 


Sections of the School Code providing for 
reports of books purchased for school dis- 
tricts were repealed by 1937 ch. 230. 


CoLoRADO 
County Libraries 


Chapter 122, Session Laws of Colorado, 
1929, relating to free county libraries, was 
amended. One effect was to reduce the 
maximum levy from one mill to one-half 
mill. Other provisions related to the man- 
ner of calling for and holding elections, the 
organization and powers of county library 
boards, the contracting with municipalities 
for library service, and the annual reports 
of the librarian. (Colorado, Session Laws, 
30th Sess., Senate Bill 654.) 


CoNNECTICUT 
Public Libraries 


Laws were enacted relating to the Hart- 
ford County Bar Library, New London 
County Law Library, and the Berlin, Pe- 
quot, Danbury, Fairfield Memorial, Bradley, 
Norwich, and Norton libraries. (Connecti- 
cut Public Acts, 1937, ch. 34, 44. Special 
Act 456, 512, 547, 526, 152.) 


GEORGIA 
Public Libraries 


A certification bill establishing a state 
board for the certification of librarians, which 
was sponsored by the Georgia Library As- 
sociation, was passed by the 1937 legislature. 
The act provides that after January 1, 1938, 
any public library serving a political sub- 
division or subdivisions having over five 
thousand population according to the last 
official federal census, and every library op- 
erated by the state or its authority, including 
libraries of institutions of higher learning, 
shall not employ in the position of librarian 
or full-time professional assistant in the 
library a person who does not hold a librari- 
an’s certificate issued by the board. 

The County Library Law of 1935 was 
amended to read as follows: “Under the 
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provisions of this act political subdivisions, 
other than municipal corporations, are here- 
by authorized to establish and maintain pub- 
lic libraries for purposes of education, and 
to support the same by current revenue or 
by donations or bequests which they are au- 
thorized to receive for that purpose; and 
such political subdivisions may contract with 
each other and with such municipal corpora- 
tions as may be already maintaining libraries, 
operated by their own governing bodies or 
by boards of trustees for other officials, with- 
in the counties in which such municipal cor- 
porations are situated, or in adjoining 
counties, and may enter into codperative 
agreements in the establishment and main- 
tenance of such libraries upon such terms 
as may be agreed on between their respec- 
tive governing bodies; provided, however, 
that any such contract or coéperative agree- 
ment relating to a library maintained by a 
municipality, but operated by a board of 
trustees, or other officials, shall be made by 
the governing body of any such municipality 
and the board of trustees, or other officials 
through whom such library so maintained by 
such municipality is operated. (Georgia 
Laws, 1937, Pp. 245; Pp. 715.) 


School Libraries 


On June 12, 1937, the state board of edu- 
cation set aside $100,000 for 1937-38 from 
its free textbook fund for aid to elementary 
school libraries. To be used on a matching 
basis. 

IDAHO 
Library Commission 

Many state organizations helped in a pub- 
licity program which resulted in more than 
doubling the appropriation of the Idaho Free 
Traveling Library Commission, the increase 
being from $11,000 to $28,000 for the bi- 
ennium. (Idaho Session Laws, 1937, H.B. 
415.) 

KANSAS 
State Libraries 


Salary increases for the staff of the state 
library were granted, but, unfortunately, in 
the deficiency bill making the necessary ap- 
propriation, that of the librarian was over- 
looked. (Kansas Laws, 1937, ch. 10, ch. 
334, ch. 335.) 
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LovUISIANA 
Public Libraries 


A constitutional amendment adopted at the 
1936 election authorizes the use of the resi- 
due of the severance tax fund after allowing 
funds and appropriations as provided by the 
constitution or laws of the state for free 
school books and certain school supplies, 
among them free library books. Constitu- 
tional amendment to second paragraph of 
Section 14 of Article XII. (Louisiana Acts, 
1936, p. 899-900. ) 

MAINE 
State Library 


The Act of 1921, providing for the pub- 
lication of certain vital statistics of towns, 
and the purchase of 500 copies thereof by the 
state library, was amended by requiring the 
librarian’s approval before publication. 
(Maine Laws, 1937, ch. 213.) 


Public Libraries 


State aid to libraries was reduced until 
1939. (Private and Special Laws, 1937, ch. 
87.) 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Public Libraries 


A general retirement law for cities and 
towns accepting contributions (Acts and Re- 
solves, 1936, ch. 318) was accepted by 67 
towns and cities having public libraries. 


MICHIGAN 
State Library 


A state board for libraries was created to 
take over the duties and powers of the state 
library and state board of library commis- 
sioners. Section 2 provides, inter alia, that 
the board shall have general control and su- 
pervision of the state library; may prepare 
and administer standards for certification for 
libraries and librarians; shall inspect li- 
braries; assume immediate administrative 
responsibility and control over the establish- 
ment of regional libraries; further the de- 
velopment of effective, state-wide school li- 
brary service, etc. (Michigan, s9th Legis- 
lature, Reg. Sess., 1937, Public Act No. 106.) 


Public Libraries 


An appropriation of $500,000 for the fiscal 
year beginning June 30, 1938, was passed 





for state aid to public libraries (not including 
law, medical, or school libraries). The act 
provides for a like annual appropriation 
thereafter. (Act 74.) 

Sections 2 and 3 of Act 138, 1917, pro- 
viding for boards of county libraries, were 


slightly amended. (Public Act No. 113.) 


Missouri 
Law Libraries 


In counties of between 70,000 and 80,000 
population, the attorneys for each party to 
a suit are required to deposit $1 with the 
clerk of the court for the maintenance and 
upkeep of the law library of the bar as- 
sociation of the county, the fund to be con- 
trolled by the judge of the circuit court of 
the county. (Missouri Laws, 1937, H.B. 
186.) 


NEBRASKA 
Public Libraries 


An amendment to Section 51-210 of the 
Compiled Statutes authorizes the library 
board to convey real estate donated or de- 
vised to the board, and provides the pro- 
cedure for doing so. (Nebraska Legislature, 
1937, Bill No. 72.) 


NEVADA 

State Library 

Major Max C. Fleischmann’s gift of 
$1,500 to the state library for the purchase 
of books was accepted. (Nevada Statutes, 
38th Sess., ch. 74, 1937.) E. C. D. Mar- 
riage reports that he is moving into his new 
$175,000 state library and supreme court 
building, for which the 1937 legislature ap- 
propriated $40,000 for furniture. The li- 
brary is codperating on a rural library project 
with the National Youth Administration. 


New York 
Public Libraries 


A temporary salary standardization board 
was set up by Act of June 3, 1937, the same 
act establishing eleven general grades of serv- 
ice, with numerous subgrades. Grade 2, 
subprofessional service, includes library as- 
sistants. Grade 7, professional service, in- 
cludes library administration and supervision. 
Salaries, as far as they affect librarians in 
these grades, closely approximate those in the 
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federal service. Automatic annual increases, 
for six years, to a maximum, are provided 
for. (New York Laws, 1937, ch. 859.) 

After a long struggle, the staff members 
of the Brooklyn, Queens Borough, and New 
York public libraries became entitled to 
membership in the state retirement system, 
when, and if the board of trustees and the 
state controller take appropriate action. 
(New York Laws, 1937, ch. 158.) 

Chapters 128, 731, and 846 of the Laws 
of 1937 relate to law libraries in Riverhead, 
the fourth judicial department of the Appel- 
late Division, and the consolidation of the 
law libraries in the Kings County court 
building. The Prendergast Library Associa- 
tion, of Jamestown, is empowered to acquire 
and hold property, by gift, purchase, device, 
or bequest. (New York Laws, 1937, ch. 
652.) 

NortH CAROLINA 

Public Libraries 


H.B. No. 1061, 1937, authorizes the Board 
of Commissioners of Wilson County and the 
Board of Commissioners of the Town of 
Wilson to establish and maintain a free 
public library. By Public Laws, Regular 
Session 1937, Chapter 222, Duke University 
Library is made a distributee of the state 
laws. An assistant is given to the supreme 
court librarian by Chapter 173. Chapter 
260 directs the secretary of state to furnish to 
the libraries of Davidson and Catawba Col- 
leges each one set of the North Carolina 
Supreme Court Reports if available, and to 
furnish future reports. Chapter 340 estab- 
lishes a library commission of eleven mem- 
bers, to set up a public library and historical 
museum in Bath, in memory of Thomas 
Bray, founder of the first public library in 
North Carolina. 

Chapter 206 authorizes the establishment 
of state aid for libraries, but fails to appro- 
priate any money therefor. However, this 
does establish a basis for future appropria- 
tions, and the fine work of the Citizens Li- 
brary Movement and other groups is by no 
means lost. 

OHI0 
Public Libraries 


The sum of $150,000 was apppropriated 
for the biennium for state aid to qualified 
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public libraries for operating expenses and 
purchase and repair of books and periodicals, 
distribution to be made at the discretion of 
the state library board. Not more than 
$6,000 may be used for administration. 


OKLAHOMA 
County Law Libraries 


An act providing for the establishment and 
maintenance of county law libraries in coun- 
ties having a population of over 65,000 was 
passed (1937, 
Senate Bill No. 6). Financial support is to 
be derived from fees collected from litigants 
in civil suits. 

OREGON 
State Library 

The legislature authorized the appropria- 
tion of $55,000 to construct, furnish, and 
equip a “building for the use of the state, 
including facilities for a law library.” (Laws, 
1937, ch. 488.) 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Public Libraries 


At the first session of the 1936 legislature, 
appropriations were made restoring certain 
libraries destroyed by floods. (Act 16.) By 
Act 70A of the 1937 general assembly, 
$28,000 was appropriated to the department 
of public instruction for the biennium begin- 
ning June 1, 1937, for aid to county libraries. 
Act 356 made certain exemptions from taxa- 


_ 


First Extraordinary Sess, | 





tion. 
RuHopE IsLAND 


Public Libraries 


The unexpended balance of the sum appro- 
priated for state aid to free public libraries 
for the fiscal year 1937 was reappropriated. | 
(Rhode Island, January, 1936, Resolve 35, 
Acts and Resolves.) 


State Library 

The sum of $1,000 was appropriated as 4 
contribution in connection with the Works 
Progress Administration (January, 1936, Re- 
solve 36, Acts and Resolves), to be admit 
istered by the state librarian; $2,000 was 
appropriated as a special fund for the pur- , 
chase by the state library of books, manu- | 
scripts, and equipment. (December, 1936, | 
ch. 2448). From this money was purchased | 
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the valuable collection of the late Howard 
Willis Preston. 


‘TENNESSEE 


Library Division—State Department of Edu- 
cation 


An enabling act was passed, creating a 
division of libraries in the department of 
education, to codrdinate under a director all 
the library activities of the state. The appro- 
priation for the director and for the develop- 
ment of regional libraries failed to carry, 
though $100,000 was appropriated for school 
libraries and the appropriation was renewed 
for the state library, now a part of the new 
division. Under the new set-up are com- 
bined the following activities: division of li- 
braries; state library and archives; state law 
library; school libraries division; Tennessee 
library plan. The function of the division of 
libraries relating to public libraries cannot 
be developed until funds are provided. Re- 
gional libraries and full codperation in the 
extension of library service must wait. In 
the meantime, the school libraries division 
will continue to give some general advisory 
service and to operate the traveling libraries. 
(Tennessee, 1937 Laws, ch. 33, sec. 16; ch. 
240.) 


Certification 


House Bill No. 996, an act to authorize 
the state board of education to issue certifi- 
cates to librarians, was passed. The act em- 
powers the state board of education to set 
up standards and adopt rules and practices 
for the issuance of certificates with consid- 
eration to the recommendations of the Ad- 
visory Committee of Librarians provided for 
in the act. After July 1, 1938, new and 
vacant professional positions, in libraries sup- 
ported wholly or in part from public funds 
and in any state-supported library agency, 
must be filled by persons who, prior to instal- 
lation, hold proper certificates as prescribed 
by the state board of education. 


VERMONT 
Library Commission and Public Libraries 


Preceded by a campaign on the part of 
the Vermont Better Library Movement, the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs, the 
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Parent-Teacher Association, the Grange, 
and other similar bodies, was the enactment 
by the 1937 Vermont legislature of S.8, ap- 
propriating $25,000 for the biennium ending 
June 30, 1938 (in addition to regular appro- 
priations) for the development of regional 
coéperation from five centers; and setting up 
a library commission to take the place of the 
former division of the state department of 
education. 


VIRGINIA 
Public Libraries 


The Virginia General Assembly at its Jan- 
uary, 1936, session, codified the library laws 
of Virginia. (Virginia Acts, 1936, ch. 84). 
The provision provides for the establishment 
of regional libraries. As new legislation, 
forming section 363 of this chapter, is the 
establishment of a state board for the cer- 
tification of librarians. Under the rules and 
regulations of the board, effective after July 
I, 1937, every public library serving a poli- 
tical subdivision or subdivisions having over 
5,000 population, and every library operated 
by the state or under its authority, including 
libraries of institutions of higher learning, 
shall not have in its employ, in the position of 
librarian or in any other full-time profes- 
sional library position, a person who does 
not hold a librarian’s certificate issued by 
the board. 


State Library 


A library building commission was au- 
thorized to ascertain the cost of a building 
to house the state library, supreme court of 
appeals, state law library, and the attorney 
general, and to cause to be prepared plans 
and specifications for such building. The 
state librarian is to be secretary of the com- 
mission. (Virginia Acts, 1936, ch. 242.) 


WISCONSIN 
Public School Libraries 


Chapter 342, Laws of 1937, gives the 
status of teachers for certain purposes to 
school librarians whose qualifications as li- 
brarians are at least equal to the minimum 
requirements of a teacher. Chapter 411, 
sponsored by the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion, authorizes public library boards to 
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adopt the American Library Association Re- 
tirement Plan for library employees, when 
authorized by a municipal ordinance. 


BritTisH CoLUMBIA 
Public Libraries 


An amendment to the Public Libraries 
Act, which received the Royal Assent on 
April 1, 1936 (1936, no. 71), was passed 
to pave the way for the organization of new 
union library districts in the Okanagan Val- 
ley and on Vancouver Island. An entirely 
new Public Libraries Act had been drafted 
by the Public Library Commission, and it 
was anticipated that it would be passed at 
this session. This proved impracticable, and 
the amendment was prepared to embody the 
changes in the old act which were essential 
in view of conditions in the new union li- 
brary districts. 
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Nova Scotia 
Public Libraries 


An act enabling any municipality, town, 
or city to levy taxes, alone or in association 
with any other municipality, town, or city, 
for the establishment of a regional public 
library was passed by the Nova Scotia As- 
sembly, April 17, 1937. 


ONTARIO 
Public Libraries 


The Public Libraries Act as amended by 
Sections 20 and 24 of the School Law 
Amendment Act of 1936 was further 
amended by 1936 provisions, permitting 
teachers and inspectors to serve on library 
boards, and permitting chairmen of library 
boards to serve for longer than two con- 
secutive years. 


PART III 


PROPOSED LEGISLATION NOT ENACTED IN 1936 AND 1937 


CALIFORNIA 


The establishment of a librarians certifica- 
tion board, in the department of professional 
and vocational standards, died in the com- 
mittee of the senate. 


CoNNECTICUT 


Senate Bills 606 and 607, of 1937, pro- 
viding for the appropriation of $193,000 for 
the purchase of additional land for the state 
library did not pass. 


FLORIDA 


A bill appropriating $110,000 for a state 
library and archives building never came to a 
vote. Another bill, reported unfavorably by 
the House Committee, was one amending 
the County Library Act of 1931, said amend- 
ment to provide that if and when a county 
library is established, residents of a city or 
a town already having a tax-supported li- 
brary shall not be taxed for county library 
service. The Act of 1931 does not provide 
such exemption. 


IDAHO 


A requést for $50,000 for state aid for 
the development of regional libraries was 
not granted. 


ILLINOIS 


A bill to appropriate $840,000 for state 
aid to public libraries—$600,000 for existing 
libraries, $200,000 for service to unserved 
areas, and $40,000 for administration—failed 
to pass. 

House Bill No. 756 for an act to provide 
for the certification of librarians in the free 
public libraries of the state, supported in 
whole or in part by taxation, and for an 
appropriation for the administration of the 
act and House Bill No. 757 were not re- 
ported out of committee. The latter bill 
was for an act to amend Section 60 (a) of 
“an act in relation to the civil administration 
of the state government and to repeal cer- 
tain acts therein named,” approved March 7, 
1917, in force July 1, 1917, as amended. 
The proposed amendment provided for the 
appointment of a committee of three com- 
petent librarians to report upon the library 
profession to the department of registration 
and education. 


INDIANA 


An ambitious and very well carried out 
campaign for certification of librarians and 
for state aid to libraries failed because un- 
expected opposition arose in the senate, after 
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passage in the house by a vote of 67 to 8. 
The opposition came from people who ob- 
jected to setting up a new board, and because 
it would require library people to get their 
training outside of the state. A third meas- 
ure, the enabling act, passed the house by a 
vote of 74 to 8 but there was not time to 
bring it before the senate before the close 
of the session. The Legislative Committee 
of the Indiana Library Association does not 
seem discouraged, however, and hopes for 
passage at the next session. 


Iowa 


A senate bill for an act to create a library 
certification board, to prescribe its duties 
and the qualifications of the members there- 
of, and regulate the appointment of libra- 
rians, was not brought out of committee. 
Under the proposed act boards of trustees of 
all libraries open to the public twenty-four 
or more hours each week and receiving sup- 
port in whole or in part from public funds, 
were required to appoint to vacant and new 
positions of chief librarians only, those per- 
sons who, prior to appointment, held certi- 
ficates granted by the library certification 
board. 


KANSAS 


An effort to reduce the mill tax for libra- 
ries in cities of from 60,000 to 90,000 popu- 
lation, from .60 mill to .25 mill was unsuc- 
cessful. 

House Bill No. 416, Session of 1937, au- 
thorizing the issuance of bonds by cities for 
the payment of the cost of general improve- 
ments when a part of the cost is borne by 
the federal government, or the state, and 
providing further that no library should be 
constructed under the act by any city, unless 
the city is now authorized by law to have a 
library or until a library has been author- 
ized under Article 12 of Chapter 12 of the 
General Statutes of 1935, did not pass. 

House Bill No. 502 and Senate Bill No. 
156, providing for the extension of the serv- 
ices of the Kansas traveling libraries com- 
mission through the appointment of a library 
field worker, failed of passage. 

Senate Bill No. 437, relating to the print- 
ing, sale, and distribution of a Kansas state 
guide book, and the deposit thereof of one 
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hundred copies in the state library for ex- 
change purposes, did not pass. 

House Joint Resolution No. 6, appropriat- 
ing money for the purchase of adequate fur- 
niture and for the maintenance of the build- 
ing of the Coal Creek Library Association, 
did not pass. The Coal Creek library was 
the first public library in the state of Kan- 
sas, having been establisheed in the year 
1859. 


MIcHIGAN 


House Bill No. 114, Regular Session, 
1937-38, providing for the crediting of cer- 
tain fines, penalties, and forfeitures to a 
fund to be known as the county library fund, 
did not pass. 

Missouri 


House Bill No. 90 for an act to create a 
library certification board, to prescribe its 
powers and duties, and to provide for the 
certification of librarians in professional li- 
brary positions in a state educational institu- 
tion and in any library, except a school 
library, maintained for the free use of all 
the people of the state or any geographical 
subdivision thereof supported in whole or in 
part by public funds, passed the house but 
was not brought out of committee in the 
senate. 


NEw JERSEY 


Assembly, No. 25, 1937 Session, raising 
from five to ten the number of years which 
a librarian must be continuously employed 
by a municipality, in order to be granted 
tenure under the Act of May 12, 1936 (P.L., 
1936, ch. 92), was opposed by the New 
Jersey Library Association, and did not pass. 

Assembly, No. 256, relating to the authori- 
zation of municipalities to contract for li- 
brary service by other municipalities, after 
passing in the assembly and reaching second 
reading in the senate, did not come up again 
because the number of bills to be passed 
was limited by resolution. 


New York 


Bills relating to supreme court libraries in 
Steuben County, Saratoga Springs, and 
White Plains did not pass. A bill in relation 
to the powers of the trustees of the law 
library of the county court in Kings County 
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(Brooklyn), to appoint, remove, and fix the 
compensation of two confidential assistants, 


failed. 
NortH CAROLINA 


Though the state aid bill passed the legis- 
lature, no appropriation was made to carry it 
into effect. 

OnI0 


The Public Library Act, providing for 
certification, was vetoed by the governor. 


OrEGON 


A bill for an act relating to the qualifica- 
tions and appointments of librarians and li- 
brary assistants for public libraries in com- 
munities having over 1,500 population was 
passed by the house but failed in the senate. 


SoutH DAKOTA 


House Bill No. 244, 25th Session, amend- 
ing Sections 9914, 9915, and paragraphs one, 
three, and four of Section 9916 of the South 
Dakota Revised Code of 1919, relating to 
the organization of the state library commis- 
sion, did not pass. 


‘TENNESSEE 


As noted in the previous section, when the 
Tennessee library activities were reorganized 
and realigned by the creation of a division of 
libraries in the department of education, the 
appropriation for the director and for the 
development of regional libraries failed to 
carry. The Tennessee Library Association 
had expected to ask for $186,198 for the es- 
tablishment of the state library extension 
agency, but the governor would not include 
this amount in the appropriations bill. 


TEXAS 


A rider to $.B. No. 138 (45th Legislature, 
1937), under the appropriation made for the 


maintenance of Texas state parks for the 
biennium 1938-39, which would have appro. 
priated $100,000 a year for state aid to 
libraries, was adopted, but failed of final 
passage. Thus an exceedingly energetic and 
intelligent campaign on the part of the Texas 
Library Association received a temporary 


check. 


WASHINGTON 


H.B. 44 and S.B. 165, 332, providing for 
state aid for public libraries, and appropri- 
ating $400,000 for the purpose, were passed 
by both houses of the 1937 legislature, but 
were vetoed, on March 19, by Governor 
Martin, who said that, while he appreciated 
the services rendered by the public libraries, 
he did not see how this sum could be appro- 
priated and still carry out the enlarged social 
security program. 


WEsT VIRGINIA 


An effort to secure state aid for the state 
library commission was unsuccessful, but the 
commission is hopeful of favorable results 
from its educational campaign. 


WISCONSIN 


The proposal for a state board of educa- 
tion (which would take over the work of the 
library commission) failed to pass. (Bill 
2268S, 1937.) The proposal for a new library 
building at Milwaukee State Teachers Col- 
lege did not come to a vote. (Bill 476A.) 


WYoMING 


H.B. No. 144, 1937 Session, which, if 
passed, would have been the entering wedge 
to defeat efficient administration of county 
library funds, because authorizing the county 
to levy, collect, and spend the funds itself, 
was passed in the house by a vote of 51 to 
2, but died in the senate committee. 


PART IV 


AMENDMENTS TO AMERICAN LIBRARY LAWS 


The following list of amendments passed 
in 1936-37 has been prepared to serve as an 
informal supplement to American Library 
Laws, compiled by Milton James Ferguson, 


Brooklyn Public Library, in 1930, for the 
League of Library Commissions. 

So many basic changes in state laws have 
been made in the past seven years that the 
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term “amendment” is very often a misnomer. ing no change in organization has been 
Legislation appropriating money but effect- omitted. 
American 
Library 
oy State Statute Amended Amending Law 
343 California California School Code, s. 2.1223, 6.523, Stats. and Amendments 
6.5614 repealed to the Codes, 1937, ch. 
230 
362 Colorado Colorado Laws, 1929, ch. 122; Colorado 31st Gen. Assembly, 
Stats., Ann., Art. 4, ch. 99 S. B. No. 654 
381 Connecticut New act created, relating to county law Pub. Acts, 1937, ch. 34, 
library 44 
Several special acts relating to particular Special Acts, 1937, nos. 
libraries 152, 456, 512, 526, 547, 
557 
Georgia New act created, providing for certifica- Laws, 1937, p. 245 
tion 
405 Georgia Laws, 1935, p. 409, amended Laws, 1937, p. 715 
569 Louisiana Constitution, art. XII, sec. 14, par. 2, Election provided for 
amended in Acts, 1936, no. 89, 
p. 899-900 
574. Maine Maine Rev. Stats. 1930, ch. 4, sec. 27, Laws, 1937, ch. 213 
state aid suspended in part 
604 Michigan Michigan, Pub. Acts, 1907, no. 138, sec. Pub. Acts, 1937, no. 
2 and 3, amended 113 
597 Michigan Comp. Laws of 1929, sec. Pub. Acts, 1937, no. 
8023-24, 8026-28, 8036-37, 8039-41, re- 106 
pealed and new act created 
New act, state aid for public libraries, Pub. Acts, 1937 
created (Senate enrolled Act 
No. 74) 
Missouri New act, for county law libraries, cre- Laws, 1937, ch. [?], 
ated H. B. No. 186 
687 Nebraska Nebraska Comp. Stats., 1929, sec. 52- Sess. Laws, 1937 
210, amended (Leg. Bill. No. 72) 
761 New York New York Consolidated Laws of 1909 Laws, 1937, ch. 846, ch. 
[Education law], ch. 21, sec. 1180-b 731 
added. sec. 1164 amended 
New act creating salary standardization Laws, 1937, ch. 859 
board 
Civil service law amended Laws, 1937, ch. 158 
Law, 1880, ch. 3, amended Laws, 1937, ch. 652 
784 North Carolina New state aid act created Pub. Laws, Reg. Sess. 


785 Creating Thomas Bray Memorial Li- Pub. Laws, Reg. Sess. 
brary Commission 1937 
Wilson County Free Public Library [H.B. No. 1061] F 
Distribution of state publications, N.C. Pub. Laws, Reg. Sess., if 
Consolidated Stats. [?], ch. 129, sec. 1931, ch. 222, ch. 260 u 
7661, amended e 
829 Oklahoma New act, providing for county law li- 1937, First Extraordi- i 





braries in counties of 65,000 population 


1937, ch. 206 


nary Sess., $.B. No. 6 
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Statute Amended 


Oregon Code 1930, sec. 35-4434-35, ap- 
school library fund, 


Providing for building new state library. 
Amending numerous code sections, includ- 
ing 67-1103-05, and ch. 74, Laws of 1935 


American 

Library 

Laws, 

Page State 
or over 

841 Oregon 
portionment of 
amended 

852 Pennsylvania 


887ff Tennessee 


Appropriation made to put into effect 
provisions of Act of June 23, 1931 (Pam. 
Laws 1203) 

Enabling act creating a division of public 
libraries in the department of education 
and repealing conflicting legislation 

New certification act 


Texas Rev. Civ. Stats., 1925, sec. 5441 
Vermont Pub. Laws, 1933, sec. 4415, 


Virginia Code. New code sections, 347-a, 
361 and 363 added; numerous others re- 
enacted and consolidated into a new chap- 


Wisconsin Stats., 1935, sec. 4322. A new 


Wisconsin Stats., 1935, sec. 4327. A new 


897 Texas 

(7). Added resolution 
922 Vermont 

amended 
929 Virginia 

ter 
990 Wisconsin 

subsection (Im) added 
979 

subsection (4a) added 
93 ~+British Columbia 


Ontario 


British Columbia Rev. Stats., 1924, ch. 
141, amended 
Ontario Rev. Stats., 1927, sec. 14, as 
amended by sec. 14 and 20, of the School 
Law, amended 


PART V 


Laws, 1937, ch. 120 


Laws, 1937, ch. 488 


Laws, 1937, 
File No. 1132) 


( House 


Laws, 1937, ch. 33, sec. 
16; ch. 240 


Laws, 1937, ch. 39, sec. 
3 

Texas Laws, 45th 
Leg., 1937. (S. concur- 
rent res. No. 7) 
Laws, 1937. (S.8) 


Acts of Gen. Assembly, 
1936, ch. 84 

Laws, 1937, ch. 342 
Laws, 1937, ch. 411 
1936, No. 71 


Amended 1936, but 


citation not available 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR STATE LIBRARY EXTENSION AGENCIES 








In some cases it has been impossible, from 
the data at hand, to separate the appropria- 
tion for extension activities from the rest of 
the state library appropriation; in other 
cases it is not clear from the report on the 
appropriation just which items are for ex- 
tension and which for some other activity. 
With these reservations, the following fig- 
ures are believed to be accurate. Since a 
number of the states operate on the biennial 
appropriation basis and were covered by last 
year’s report, not all states are included in 
this report. 


No CHANGES IN APPROPRIATIONS 


Alabama Department of Archives and His- 
tory 


$16,483. (The figure reported last year | 


was $13,500, but this appropriation has been 
in effect since 1931, the director reports.) 


California State Library 


$131,795, 1936-37; $132,990, 1937-38; 
$132,990, 1938-39 (for all activities). 


Iowa Library Commission 


$19,500. This has been the same for 1935, | 


1936, and 1937. 
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Maine State Library 


$43,500. This has been the same for the 
years 1935-38. State aid to new public li- 
braries is $1,300; to other public libraries it 
was $7,500 for 1935-36; $8,000 for 1936-37; 
and will be $7,900 for 1937-38. 


Mississippi State Library Commission 
$3,750. For 1935 the figure was $2,500; 
for 1936 and 1937, $3,750. 
Nevada State Library 
$18,780. E. C. D. Marriage says, “The 


total appropriation is about the same as last 
biennial; it was hardly reasonable to request 
any increased funds, on account of the fact 
that the 1935 legislature appropriated some 
$120,000 for the new building, then some 
$40,000 for the furnishing in the 1937 legis- 
lature....” 


Oklahoma Library Commission 
$21,250, 1936-37; $28,250, 1937-38. 


Oregon State Library 
$94,596, 1935-36 (two calendar years) ; 
$105,715, 1937-38 (two calendar years) 
(for all activities). 
Pennsylvania State Library 
$109,000 for each year of biennium 1935- 
37. 
Rhode Island State Library 
State aid to free public libraries, $14,000. 
Library extension services, $3,000. 
South Dakota Free Library Commission 
$9,150, 1935-36; $9,150, 1936-37. 


Tennessee Division of School Libraries 


$7,106, 1936-37, exclusive of $6,106 paid 
by the General Education Board. This Gen- 
eral Educational Board grant expires Sep- 
tember 15, 1937, at which time the state will 
assume the expenses on approximately the 


same scale. 
DeEcREASED APPROPRIATIONS 
Connecticut State Library 
$7,105, 1936-37, for extension activities. 





North Carolina State Library 


$9,754, 1934-35; $16,922, 


1935-36; 
$16,470, 1936-37. 


British Columbia Public Library Commis- 
sion 


$13,425.60; 1934-35; $14,666.40, 1935-36; 
$14,280, 1936-37. 
INCREASED APPROPRIATIONS 
Arkansas State Library Commission 


New appropriation, 1937-38, $18,200, plus 
$31,800 state aid; 1938-39, $18,100 plus 
$31,900 state aid. 


Georgia State Library 

$7,094.63, 1934-35; $7,387.23, 1935-36; 
$15,825.27, 1936-37. 
Georgia Library Commission 

$8,343.94, 1934-35; $8,405.89, 1935-36; 
$10,747.47, 1936-37. 
Idaho Traveling Library 


$11,715.39, 1935-37; $28,295, 1937-39 (for 
biennium). 


Kansas State Library 

$15,720, 1935-37 (each year, for all pur- 
poses) ; $21,630, 1937-38. 
Massachusetts State Library 

$20,999, 1935; 19,970, 1936; $21,300, 1937 
(presumably for all purposes). 
Michigan State Library 


$57,000, 1935-36; $60,000, 1936-37 (for 
all purposes). 


Minnesota 


Money from various sources for library 
extension. $36,496.13, 1935-37 (for bien- 


nium). 
Missouri Library Commission 
$15,594, 1935-36; $28,570, 1937-38 (for 
biennium). 
Nebraska Library Commission 
$25,000, 1935-37; $40,000, 1937-39. 
New Hampshire Public Library Commission 


$12,113.51, 1934-35; $13,015.76, 1935-36; 
$13,115, 1936-37. 
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New Jersey Public Library Commission 

$44,092, 1935-36; $45,180, 1936-37; 
$49,340, 1937-38. In addition, the state li- 
brary appropriations were $30,140, $28,840, 
and $28,840. 


New York State Library 

$295,625, 1935-36, $248,710, 1937-38. 
(But $59,754 is to be allocated from the 
education department budget.) (For all pur- 
poses. ) 


North Dakota Library Commission 
$18,931.60, 1935-37; $19,650, 1937-39 (for 


biennium). 


Texas Library and Historical Commission 


$27,530, 1935-36; $27,370, 1936-37; $37,524, 
1937-38 (for all purposes). 


Vermont Free Public Library Commission 


$8,000, 1935-36; $9,500, 1936-37; $21,000, 
1937-38. 


Virginia State Library, Extension Division 


$4,035, 1934-35; $4,035, 1935-36; $4,410, 
1936-37. 


Washington State Library 


$17,810, 1936-37; $35,900, 1937-39 (for 
biennium). (For all purposes.) 


Wisconsin State Library 


$85,930, 1934-35; $79,893.24, 1935-36; 
$92,682.37, 1936-37. (For all purposes; 
1936 is an “off” year, and hence less expendi- 
ture for legislative reference.) 


Wyoming State Library and Historical De- 

partment 

The funds of this library come from so 
many different sources that it is impossible 
to state in advance just what the budget will 
be. The salary budget for the fiscal years 
1935, 1936, and 1937 was $7,625, $7,625, 
$9,165. On the other hand, the contingent 
budget of the state library for the biennium 
ending June 30, 1939 (including stenographic 
and other clerical help not included in the 
above) is $25,000, including $10,492 for 
books and equipment. 





The members of the Committee on Legis- 
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lation are: Thomas S. Dabagh, William E, 
Hannan, Arthur S. McDaniel, and Oscar C, 
Orman. 

Migs O. Price, Chairman 


LIBRARIES IN NATIONAL PARKS 


The Committee on Libraries in National 
Parks has completed a study and survey of 
(1) the needs of the individual park libraries, 
and (2) an examination of the work of the 
committee during past years. The com- 
mittee has decided that the “Plan for De- 
velopment for National Park Libraries,” 
submitted in 1933, should be retained by the 
park service for the future development of 
the park libraries, but that it should be sup- 
plemented by a detailed scheme for the im- 
mediate, necessary organization which must 
be effected before a larger-scale plan can be 
put into effect. 

Three present or past members of the 
committee have worked out independent 
plans for preliminary organization of the 
park libraries. During the past year, each 
of the three plans have been made known to 
all of the members of the committee, and | 
have been analyzed by them. 

Upon this study and analysis, there- | 
fore, the committee submits to the Council 
the following resolution, to be addressed to 
the National Park Service, if approved by 
the Council. The opinion of several mem- | 
bers of the committee is that unless the 
recommendations are followed within the 
very near future, there is little further work 
that the committee can accomplish. 


Recommendations to the National Park 
Service 


The members of the American Library 
Association Committee on Libraries in Na- 
tional Parks recommend to the National 
Park Service that a preliminary organization 
of the various park libraries be effected im- 
mediately so that the “Plan of Develop- 
ment,” as drawn up by this committee and 
accepted by the National Park Service in | 
1933, can more easily be put into operation | 
when the situation becomes favorable; so | 
that the process of acquisition of material | 
can proceed with definite routine for trans- 
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mission of material to the parks where it 
will be of most use; so that necessary dupli- 
cation can be secured and unnecessary du- 
plication be avoided; so that material now 
possessed by the libraries can become more 
accessible to the public, both for local work 
and for interlibrary loan; and so that col- 
lections now owned by the parks can be 
more effectively administered by the service. 

Specific recommendations: 

1. That all volumes be cataloged and shelf- 
listed in duplicate with master catalog and 
shelf list at the field headquarters at Berke- 
ley, classification to be that of the Library 
of Congress 

2. That one official at the field headquar- 
ters be designated as librarian of the service, 
whose duty it shall be to arrange for acquisi- 
tion of new material, classify and catalog all 
material received, and perform the necessary 
administrative duties, and that this official 
should be a trained and experienced librarian 

3. That a charging system be installed in 
each park library, and rangers trained in its 
use 





The committee feels that the above recom- 
mendations will aid in preserving the ma- 
terial now in the various parks, will make 
this material of more value to the public, 
and will pave the way for an ultimate large- 
scale development of library service in the 
parks. The committee holds itself in readi- 
ness to prepare in full detail a preliminary 
plan of development if the National Park 
Service accepts these recommendations. 

The members of the committee are: 
Gretchen Flower, Joe Hare, William E. 
Jordan, Seymour Lubetzky, Lucretia Vaile, 
and Clara Van Sant. 

J. Harris GABLeE, Chairman 


LisRARY ADMINISTRATION 


The major work of the Committee on 
Library Administration has been a study of 
the adaptation of punched card equipment 
and tabulating machines for use in libraries. 
This investigation was carried on by a sub- 
committee under the chairmanship of Ralph 
H. Parker, Pomona College Library, Clare- 
mont, California. 

At the meeting of the committee at New 
York, the subcommittee reported that while 





no definitive statement regarding their value 
to libraries can be made at present, the 
punched card machines appear to have great 
possibilities for library use. Since there will 
undoubtedly be further developments in 
adapting these machines to library needs, the 
Committee on Library Administration rec- 
ommends that a subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on Library Administration be con- 
tinued to carry on the study already begun. 

William J. Hamilton, Public Library, 
Dayton, Ohio, was the representative of the 
committee serving on the Committee on Uni- 
form Statistical Report Forms. All mem- 
bers of the committee were asked to examine 
the proposed uniform statistical blank for 
public libraries for comments and criticisms. 

The chairman of the committee wrote a 
general introduction to the tables of statis- 
tics for public libraries which appeared in 
the April Bulletin. 

Members of the Library Administration 
Committee are: Constance Bement, Mrs. 
Vera Southwick Cooper, William J. Hamil- 
ton, Mary Walton Harris, William Con- 
verse Haygood, Robert Alexander Miller, 
Wharton Miller, Ralph Halstead Parker, 
and Katharine H. Wead. 

Hartanp A. CARPENTER, Chairman 


LiBRARY ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING 
PLANNING 


Requests for plans and pictures of libra- 
ries, to aid in the construction of new build- 
ings—especially small public and college li- 
braries—have increased in the last year or 
two because of the stimulus of private be- 
quests and federal grants. 

The program of this committee attempts 
to meet this need. The American Library 
Association librarian has secured the plans 
and pictures of many buildings constructed 
in the past ten years, recommended by state 
library commissions, public and college li- 
brarians, and school library supervisors. The 
Library Architecture and Building Planning 
Committee is giving its attention to evaluat- 
ing this material. It is proposed to issue, 
planographed, a selected group of plans, with 
comments, as an American Library Associa- 
tion publication. 

Two meetings of the committee have been 
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held. At the Midwinter conference in Chi- 
cago, Edna Ruth Hanley, Agnes Scott Col- 
lege Library, Decatur, Georgia, was asked to 
prepare for the committee’s consideration a 
manuscript on “The Small College Library 
Building.” This was written and submitted 
to the committee members by mail. 

In New York, in June, it was decided 
that the publication on public library build- 
ings will include an introduction, discussing 
principles of public library building planning, 
floor plans, and from twelve to twenty 
photographs of buildings of various types, 

with comments about them. A scheme was 
’ presented for converting Miss Hanley’s the- 
sis on college library buildings into a publica- 
tion to be sponsored by the committee. 

As a part of the New York conference, the 
committee arranged a schedule of consulta- 
tion service on library architecture and plan- 
ning. 

Committee members include: Edna Ruth 
Hanley, Mrs. May Dexter Henshall, How- 
ard L. Hughes, Errett Weir McDiarmid, 
Jr., Bessie Sargeant Smith, Susan T. Smith, 
Eleanor S. Stephens. 

JoHn Apams Lowe, Chairman 


LiBpRARY COOPERATION WITH 
LATIN AMERICA 


The principal business of the committee 
for the year has been with work under way. 
Plans for several new projects have been 
considered, and a new opportunity has just 
been presented as this report is being pre- 
pared. 


Survey 


One of the most important plans of the 
committee became a reality when the chair- 
man, Arthur E. Gropp, left to make a survey 
of Central-American libraries and archives, 
with the generous support of the Rockefeller 
Foundation and the codperation of Tulane 
University. This survey is expected to take 
two years, and other sections of Latin Amer- 
ica are still to be taken care of. 


Fellowships 


The Latin-American library fellowships 
project has been carefully outlined, and a 
finished proposal presented to the Rocke- 


feller Foundation for consideration. The 
project provides for some ten fellowships, to 
be awarded over a period of three years, to 
enable ten Latin-American librarians to do 
a year of professional study in the United 
States. Mr. Gropp and others are now con- 
sidering possible names for such awards, 
Several librarians from Puerto Rico have 
already come to continental United States 
under similar plans through the generosity 
of the Carnegie Corporation. 


Books in Progress 


The committee is concerned with the issue 
of two books in Spanish designed to be of 
help to Latin-American librarians. A reso- 
lution recommending the preparation of a 
new edition of Las Bibliotecas en los Estados 
Unidos by Ernesto Nelson has been for- 
warded to the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace, publishers of the first edi- 
tion a decade ago, and the committee is pre- 
pared to codperate with the endowment in 
undertaking the new edition. 

A primer of library economy in the Span- 
ish language is now nearly complete. This 
primer has been a committee project, the 
work of members of the committee and 
friends of the project. It is being super- 
vised by Mary Helen McCrea, Lewis and 
Clark High School, Spokane, Washington, 
and Annita M. Ker, Library of Congress, 
committee members. It is hoped to have 
the translation ready at an early date, and 
to have the book printed within a year. It 
will fill a great need for such a work in 
Spanish, and serve as a book to which mem- 
bers of the committee and A. L. A. Head- 
quarters can refer in answering the frequent 
letters from Latin America which inquire 
about American library practice. 

A rapid inventory of work done by this 
committee and other organizations was is- 
sued in the form of Notes on Library Rela- 
tions with Latin America. The pamphlet 
was prepared at A. L. A. Headquarters, with 
the codperation of the committee. The 
reader is referred to this pamphlet and to the 
report of the annual meeting of the commit- 
tee in New York City, which will appear in 
the Proceedings, for more complete details 
of the activities of the committee than can 
be given here. 
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New Projects 


An invitation has come to participate in a 
book exposition at the National Library of 
Colombia, Bogata. The invitation was ad- 
dressed by the Colombian government to the 
Department of State, and forwarded to the 
A. L.A. The committee is now at work on 
this matter. 

A proposal from the Inter-American Bib- 
liographical and Library Society for the es- 
tablishment of an Inter-American Book Ex- 
change has been considered by this committee. 
The exchange is planned as a center for co- 
operative purchasing of Latin-American 
books for libraries of the United States and 
of books published in the United States by 
Latin-American libraries, and for the prepa- 
ration and provision of book information and 
bibliographies mutually useful. The com- 
mittee has given its approval to the idea, and, 
in accordance with instructions from the 
Executive Board, it is engaged in consider- 
ing details of the plan. 


General and Miscellaneous 

Much can be said for members of the 
committee who have as individuals, upon 
their own initiative, performed many tasks 
that fall within the scope of the committee’s 
work. To refer many of these items of 
business to the committee for official action 
would be a slow and cumbersome process, yet 
they might well be handled through some 
central agency. Calls for information and 
help, in the mail of members of the com- 
mittee, are frequent, for their interests nat- 
urally make them well known, often 
personally, to many Latin Americans. In 
addition, the acting chairman has been glad 
to be able to translate correspondence for 
headquarters as occasion required. Mem- 
bers of the committee are glad to comply 
with these requests as they come, but they 
seldom have either the facilities at hand, or 
the experience, that a central agency would 
soon acquire, to which such requests might 
be referred more economically. It is the 
feeling that some provision might well be 
made at A. L. A. Headquarters for central 
handling of these matters, or that an agree- 
ment might be reached with some existing 
organization to which they might be referred. 

The committee members are: Janeiro V. 
Brooks, Cora E. Cook, Arthur E. Gropp, 





chairman, Annita M. Ker, Mary H. Mc- 
Crea, M. Alice Matthews, Rudolfo O. 
Rivera, Gerald H. Sandy, and Henry O. 


Severance. 
Cuarues F. GosngLi, Acting Chairman 


Liprary EQUIPMENT AND 
APPLIANCES 


One study of the six proposed for publica- 
tion at the meeting of the committee in Rich- 
mond is well under way. Cornelia Plaister, 
San Diego Public Library, is progressing 
rapidly in collecting information on this 
study, Floors and Floor Covering. 

With the assistance of Marguerite Put- 
nam, chairman of the Committee on Library 
Equipment and Supplies of the Pacific North- 
west Library Association, a special report 
was made on the most satisfactory make of 
typewriter for library use. 

An article on furniture and equipment for 
a library in a school for nurses was pre- 
pared by the chairman, to be published in 
the American Journal of Nursing. 

A list of mechanical equipment used by 
eight public libraries was compiled by sub- 
ject for publication in the Bulletin. 

Committee members are: Jessie M. G. 
Hotson, Effie A. Keith, Esther Nelson, Lucie 
C. Nye, and Cornelia D. Plaister. 

Susan T. SmitH, Chairman 


LisraRy ExTENSION BOARD 
See pages 517-21. 


Liprary RaApio BROADCASTING 


While it is certain that the radio educa- 
tion problem has become more complex than 
ever with the return of prosperity in the 
form of big money in radio advertising, the 
Library Radio Broadcasting Committee is 
neither discouraged nor pessimistic about the 
future of library-radio relationships. 

Although the year has brought forth no 
startling achievement in the way of national 
library programs, there are assuring signs on 
the horizon that education on the air has 
crashed the gates of broadcasting lanes, and 
has advanced down the path of listeners’ 
favor; and that educators are willing to go 
more than half way in linking programs with 
library opportunities. 
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Among the rosy signs on the horizon are 
the reports of the astonishing amount of fan 
mail received by leaders of two outstanding 
educational programs: George V. Denny, Jr., 
director of the League for Political Educa- 
tion, and interlocutor of America’s Town 
Meeting of the Air, and William D. Bout- 
well, director of the radio project, United 
States Office of Education. These educators 
are convinced that librarians have a part in 
educational programs through a follow-up 
of aroused interest with provision of reading 
material. More advertising of educational 
radio programs in libraries, the use of radio 
shelves and bulletin boards, and the forma- 
tion of listening groups in the libraries, fol- 
lowed by discussion and book displays, are 
urged. 

The other side of the radio problem, the 
actual broadcasting or sponsoring of broad- 
casts by libraries has made no tangible ad- 
vance except, perhaps, in the continued en- 
thusiasm of those engaged in radio programs, 
and the feeling that a crisis between com- 
mercial and educational use of radio may 
soon be reached. The difficulty of anyone but 
top-notch advertisers in a popular-type pro- 
gram securing national hook-ups has led a 
number of librarians to concentrate on local 
programs. To quote Donald W. Kohlstedt, 
radio committee member: 

“In Kansas City, Kansas, our circulation 
had been tobogganing for four years, and 
then we started a series of three radio pro- 
grams a week. This work has taken much 
time and effort on our part, but last year 
our circulation statistics revealed a 56,000 
increase for the first time since 1932, and the 
non-fiction increase was 108 per cent. Our 
radio programs were concentrated in adver- 
tising non-fiction. Every time a book was 
mentioned over the air, a demand was cre- 
ated and reflected in the circulation of that 
title. So far this year, we are far ahead 
of our circulation record of last year so 
we hope that our efforts are worth while. 
To further this work of bringing facilities 
to the users, we supplement our radio serv- 
ice with messenger delivery service of books 
in response to telephone requests.” 

A questionnaire sent to forty major libra- 
ries by Mr. Kohlstedt, however, revealed the 
fact that 90 per cent did not feel that local 
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effort was justified because the effective news 
of results could not be measured, and be- 
cause, in general, the radio stations did not 
offer a good listening time to library pro- 
grams. 

In children’s work, a query was sent to 
thirty-two libraries by Julia L. Sauer, an- 
other committee member, resulting in a list 
of eight libraries giving regular children’s 
programs and securing excellent results. To 
quote from Katherine Watson: “Kate Doug- 
las Wiggin once said she would rather be the 
children’s story-teller than the queen’s favor- 
ite or the king’s counselor, and I, too, can 
truly say I would rather be the children’s 
radio story-lady than either of these.” 

General opinion of the members of the 
committee who attended the conference was 
that libraries should continue giving pro- 
grams whenever effective talent could be 
secured and good time given, and that li- 
brarians had a particular niche to fill in book 
reviewing because of lack of partisanship or 
commercial bias. 

Among the encouraging signs of the times, 
pointing to increased awareness of popular 
interest in books and library matters, are the 
current programs devoted to Shakespearean 
productions, sponsored by Columbia, the re- 
cent Archibald MacLeish poetry-drama 
written for radio, and the series known as 
“Neck o’ the Woods” by Carl Carmer. 

Surely we, like Alice of Wonderland fame, 
will get somewhere if we only keep on going. 

Members of the committee are: Barbara 
Abbott, Eunice Coston, Elizabeth Hicken- 
looper, Donald W. Kohlstedt, Julia L. Sauer, 
Winifred A. Sutherland, Rozetta L. Thur- 
ston, Mrs. Katherine Watson, and Bertine 
E. Weston. 


Faith Houtmes Hyers, Chairman 


LIBRARY REVENUES 


During the current year, the Committee 
on Library Revenues has begun to study 
objectively the relationship between library 
revenues and library service, with a view to 
defining, eventually, what constitutes ade- 
quate revenue under specific local conditions. 
Statistics reported to the American Library 
Association by 310 municipal tax supported 
libraries have been analyzed in an attempt: 
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(1) to measure the extent to which in- 
equalities in library service result from 
inequalities in library revenue; and (2) to 
determine for future study what other 
measurable factors are responsible for vari- 
ations in library service. In the study thus 
begun, it is our ultimate aim to predict, 
from objective facts in so far as possible, 
the amount of revenue which will be re- 
quired to produce adequate library service 
in any given area. Our procedure is purely 
empirical, involving as its basis a study of 
the amount of revenue which actually is 
producing varying degrees of service in spe- 
cific communities. 

The analysis has progressed far enough 
to justify a few tentative generalizations. 
The apparent effect of variations in ex- 
penditure upon variations in service among 
the 310 libraries studied may be summarized 
in the generalized form of an equation, 
namely Y = 2.865 + .071 X, in which Y 
represents per capita circulation and X per 
capita expenditure. Thus in a city which 
spent 60 cents per capita in 1935, circulation 
was normally approximately 7 volumes per 
inhabitant. In cities spending a dollar per 
capita, a circulation of 10 volumes per capita 
commonly resulted. That the actual cir- 
culation figures varied considerably around 
this generalized relationship was to be ex- 
pected, since we know that many other 
factors in addition to revenue effect service. 
However, approximately 60 per cent of the 
variation in circulation was shown to be 
associated with corresponding variations in 
expenditure. 

A similar analysis of corresponding figures 
from the public libraries of Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wis- 
consin for 1933 resulted in very similar con- 
clusions. —The 622 counties of the seven 
middle western states were the units studied, 
all data for smaller units within each county 
being combined. The generalized relation- 
ship between revenue and service was 
represented by the equation Y = 1.02 + 
11374 X. Thus an expenditure of 60 cents 
per capita in a middle western county was 
normally accompanied by a circulation of 
7.85 volumes per county inhabitant, and an 
expenditure of a dollar per capita would 
have resulted normally in a circulation of 





slightly more than 12 volumes per capita. 
The 622 middle western counties were more 
homogeneous with respect to the association 
of revenue and service than were the 310 
cities. That is, the former tended to con- 
form more closely to the generalized 
description of the relationship than did the 
latter. Eighty per cent of the variation 
among the 622 counties in circulation was 
associated with corresponding variations in 
revenue. There was no evidence of the 
operation of a law of diminishing returns 
within the groups of counties and cities 
studied. That is, each additional 10 cents 
spent on library service tended to result in 
the additional service indicated by an in- 
creased circulation of a volume per capita. 

It is perfectly apparent, of course, that 
the more money a given library has, the 
more books it can make available to its 
patrons, the more branches and other 
agencies it can support, the larger and better 
the staff that it can employ, and, consequently, 
the more adequate the service that it can 
render. The extent to which service is a 
function of support is less obvious. In the 
310 cities considered, 40 per cent of the 
variation in circulation remains to be ac- 
counted for in terms of other factors. The 
committee proposes to undertake to analyze 
those other factors in such a way that the 
librarian of any given library may say with 
conviction, “If we are to render service 
comparable with that considered desirable 
in the average library district of the country, 
we must have dollars next year to 
spend.” 

Further study of the disparity in library 
service in the 622 middle western counties 
indicated that over half of the inequality 
was associated with variation in economic 
ability among the counties of the region. 
Approximately 63 per cent of the variation 
in library support among the counties studied 
was associated with corresponding variations 
in the economic ability of the counties. 
While variation in library service was also 
closely associated with variation in urban- 
rural distribution of population, the analysis 
suggested that wealth was the primary fac- 
tor in determining the degree of library 
service supported in a given area. The 
analysis resulted in the tentative conclusion 
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that variation in library service between 
urban and rural areas was due primarily to 
the fact that the urban areas were better 
able to support adequate service, rather than 
to differences in density of population, al- 
though the latter factor is undoubtedly of 
some importance. In general, an urban 
county and a rural county of equal wealth 
were found to maintain library service of 
similar quality. 

The conclusion cited in the last paragraph 
is corroborated by a consideration of the 
status of public library service in the various 
states of the United States in relation to 
their tax-paying ability. The chart on 
page 582 compares with library support’ the 
per capita tax-paying ability of each state 
as reported by Howard A. Dawson in the 
hearings before the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor on the Harrison-Black 
bill? The figure shows that, while a number 
of states of relatively high tax-paying ability 
fail to expend commensurate amounts on 
library service, none of the fourteen states 
of lowest tax-paying ability spend more than 
13 cents per capita on the support of li- 
braries. The obvious conclusion is that 
those fourteen states cannot afford to sup- 
port adequate programs of public library 
service without financial aid from states of 
greater wealth. 

To summarize the somewhat heterogene- 
ous evidence herein presented, the following 
conclusions seem justified: 

1. That public library service is primarily 
a function of the support accorded it 

2. That the support accorded to public 
library service in a given community, 
county, or state is largely dependent upon 
the economic ability of the community, 
county, or state to support library and other 
public services 

3. That state and federal financial aid to 
library service in areas of low economic 
ability is an essential prerequisite of greater 
equality in library service in America 





*“Contrasts in Library Service,” A. L. A. Bul- 
Wn _29:252-53, —% 1935- t 
nited States Senate. Committee on Education 
Labor. Assistance to States and Territories in 
Providing Programs of Public Education. Hearings 
before the Committee on Education and Labor, 
United States Senate, 75th Congress, First Session, 
on S.419 . .. February 9, 10, 11, and 15, 1937, Wash- 
imgton, Government Printing Office, 1937, p. 23. 





Members of the committee are: Leon Car- 
novsky, Jesse Cunningham, Ralph E. Ells- 
worth, James C. Foutts, Icko Iben, E. 
Louise Jones, Foster E. Mohrhardt, John 
P. Stone, and Anna M. Tarr. 

G. Furnt Purpy, Chairman 


Lisrary TERMINOLOGY 


The announcement in January, 1937, of 
the $5,000 grant of the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion to the American Library Association 
for its terminology project, ended a period 
of anxious waiting and of partial inactivity 
on the part of the committee. With the 
assurance that $5,000 of the requested $6,000 
was available, it was possible to begin work 
at once with the hope that the plans sub- 
mitted by the committee in December, 1935, 
could be brought to a successful close. Mrs. 
G. R. MacCarthy, a former member of the 
catalog department of the University of 
North Carolina Library, was engaged as a 
professional assistant, and Mrs. A. P. Hud- 
son was employed as part-time typist. 

While the plans of the committee have 
remained substantially the same, several 
alterations were made during the past eigh- 
teen months, including the following major 
change. Instead of attempting to submit a 
manuscript of the glossary of library terms 
to be published in either 1938 or 1939, it 
has seemed wiser to offer first to the pro- 
fession, for its criticism and appraisal, a 
proposed list of terms and definitions for 
experimental purposes. This preliminary, 
mimeographed list is now scheduled for pub- 
lication in the spring of 1938. It is to be 
submitted to representatives of the profes- 
sion for a testing period of from one and a 
half to two years. It is hoped that many 
criticisms and suggestions will thereby be 
secured. These will be turned in to the 
committee, to be incorporated in an edition 
to be issued as a general publication. From 
its original collection of terms and defini- 
tions, augmented and revised after due con- 
sideration of these comments, the committee 
should be able to produce a glossary that 
will be a useful library tool. 

Since January 15, the following work has 
been accomplished. Through three distinct 
culling processes, the master file of terms, 
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collected by approximately 300 readers over 
a period of ten years, was reduced from 
13,000 or more to a little more than 3,000 
terms that seemed to warrant serious con- 
sideration for inclusion in the proposed glos- 
sary. Definitions and records of usage had 
been found for about 75 per cent of these 
terms. Cited definitions not previously 
copied were now located and copied. Both 
terms and definitions were roughly classified 
according to functional use, and from four 
to six copies were made of all seventeen 
groups. One copy of all these seventeen 
divisions made a manuscript of 583 type- 
written pages. 

Contacts were established with fifty rep- 
resentative librarians suggested by A. L. A. 
officials and committee members. The as- 
sistance of several allied committee groups 
was also solicited. These interested persons, 
both individually and as groups, will serve 
as advisers to the committee in helping to 
select the terms and definitions, from those 
collected, to be included in the glossary, to 
make suggestions, and to formulate defini- 
tions when necessary. 

Several efforts were made to correlate the 
work of this committee with similar projects 
in progress. Plans for codperation have 
been made with the subcommittee of the 
Committee on A. L. A. Catalog Code 
Revision. The Committee on Cataloging 
and Classification, through its chairman, has 
expressed its interest and its willingness to 
help. M. Henri Lemaitre, editor of the 
forthcoming Anglo-Franco-German V ocabu- 
lary, sponsored by the International Federa- 
tion of Library Associations, has graciously 
offered to send this committee the proof 
sheets of his work as soon as they are 
available for distribution. Through the 
courtesy of Dr. Charles C. Williamson, a 
list of library terms compiled by the faculty 
of the Columbia University School of Li- 
brary Service was placed at the disposal of 
the committee. 

The following plans have been adopted 
tentatively as the basis for work for the 
year, 1937-38. A continued effort will be 
made to interest other librarians and 
groups, similarly engaged in the work of 
collecting terms and of establishing usage, 
to cooperate on this project. 
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Terms and definitions distributed to the 
various groups of advisers are to be recalled 
in the early fall of 1937. They, with the 
accumulation of comments and suggestions, 
will then be reorganized, edited, and issued 
in mimeograph form as a report of the 
committee. This report or preliminary 
glossary, according to present plans, will be 
issued in an edition of five hundred copies 
at a cost not to exceed $500. A number 
of these copies will be available for sale. 
The majority of them, however, are to be 
retained as the property of the committee, 
to be circulated to a selected number of 
librarians for additional study and criticism. 

Committee members are: Esther Betz, 
Loda M. Hopkins, Amy C. Moon, Marian 
Shaw, Ralph R. Shaw, and Jesse H. Shera. 

Georoia H. Fatson, Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP 
See pages 535-36. 


N. E. A. ann A. L. A. 
April, 1937 


Since the authorization of this committee 
in 1929 and its active work since 1931, there 
have been certain recurring aims or goals 
which have been stated as policies and looked 
upon as desirable activities to be promoted 
by the committee. Two of these reached 
their fulfilment during this year. 

The first is the work of one individual, 
the first chairman of this committee, Elea- 
nor M. Witmer, Teachers College Library, 
Columbia. The October, 1936, issue of the 
Library Quarterly contained her article, 
“School Library Studies and Research.” The 
purpose of the article is to indicate areas and 
problems of research in the school library 
field, which have either been undertaken or 
are in need of investigation. The article 
begins with a list of the problems, is followed 
by a bibliography of research studies under- 








taken since 1930, a list of the associations _ 


and agencies actively interested in research 
in this field, and a selective bibliography on 
school libraries. This information should 
be valuable to the research student in the 
field of education and to librarians, individu- 
ally or in groups, bent upon investigations for 
the improvement of school library service. 
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Through the sponsorship of the joint com- 
mittee, and the generosity of the N. E. A. and 
A. L. A., each of which contributed sixty 
dollars, this article was reprinted and twelve 
hundred copies distributed as follows: nor- 
mal schools and teachers colleges, 313; li- 
brary schools, 42; state departments of 
education, 48; state and provincial library 
extension agencies, 52; school library super- 
visors and supervisors of work with schools, 
74; superintendents of large city systems, 
34; educational associations and individuals, 
go; N. E. A. for distribution, 250; A. L. A. 
for distribution, 250; miscellaneous, 47. 

The committee is indebted to the A. L. A. 
School and Children’s Library Division for 
handling the distribution, and to Everett O. 
Fontaine, of the A. L. A. staff, for having 
the reprint published. 

The second ambition which came to ful- 
filment during this year was a conference on 
the relationship of the library to the educa- 
tional program, set up as one of the discus- 
sion groups on the program of the New 
Orleans meeting of the Department of Su- 
perintendence of the N. E. A. For a number 
of years the committee has hoped that an 
opportunity might occur, so that school su- 
perintendents, supervisors, principals, teach- 
ers, and librarians might sit down together 
and discuss their common problems. This 
opportunity came last February. George M. 
Wiley, assistant state commissioner of edu- 
cation, Albany, New York, acted as the 
division chairman and introduced the three 
speakers of the afternoon. 

In his talk, “Library Service as an Inte- 
grating Function in the Educative Process,” 
B. Lamar Johnson, Stephens College Li- 
brary, Columbia, Missouri, pointed out the 
means by which materials and children are 
brought together in a library situation, and 
indicated that the focal point for estimating 
the teaching methods used in a school is the 
library. This frequently depends on a prin- 
cipal’s knowledge or lack of knowledge of 
good library service and its relationship to 
the teaching program, Mr. Johnson said. 
In discussing “The Function of the Library 
in the Secondary School,” James M. Spin- 
ning, superintendent of schools, Rochester, 
New York, also stressed the relationship of 





the principal to the library as a factor in 
the instructional program. He traced the 
changing trends in reading and its corres- 
ponding effect on both classroom and library. 
His conclusions were based on a question- 
naire sent to a number of schools in various 
parts of the country. In his paper, “The 
Function of the Library in the Elementary 
School,” Leo B. Baisden, assistant superin- 
tendent of schools, Sacramento, California, 
justified the cost of the library in the ele- 
mentary school with statistics gathered in 
California, and showed how curriculum 
changes are demanding library service at this 
level. In the general discussion which fol- 
lowed many of the large group in attendance 
took part. A number expressed the hope 
that such conferences might be continued 
another year, and indicated that only through 
the mutual understanding which comes from 
such discussions, can more effective school 
library service be stimulated. 

At the New Orleans meeting, also, fur- 
ther opportunity for codperative work was 
offered the committee in a jointly sponsored 
dinner with the Department of Secondary 
Education, at which Edith A. Lathrop, a 
member of the committee, was invited to 
talk on “Library Service for the High School 
of Today.” 

The A. L. A. graciously extended the 
courtesy of its exhibit booth to the commit- 
tee. Advisory service to those inquiring 
about school library problems was given by 
Lois Shortess, state supervisor of school li- 
braries, Louisiana; Mildred Harrington, 
Library School, Louisiana State University ; 
Nora Beust, School of Library Science, Uni- 
versity of North Carolina; Norris McClel- 
lan, High School Library, Scarsdale, New 
York; and Willie W. Welch, supervisor of 
school libraries, Alabama, as well as by 
members of the committee who were present 
at the conference. An exhibit was planned 
to typify what a school librarian might do to 
supply the needs of teachers working upon 
units or activities for special subjects. Four 
units were designed for this exhibit, to 
meet four different grade levels of interest. 
For the primary grades, one on the clothes 
we wear; for the intermediate grades, one 
on stars; for the junior high school, one on 
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the pioneer; and for the senior high school, 
one on the consumer. Leaflets were mimeo- 
graphed which gave the list of the books 
selected for the exhibit, and suggested 
sources where further information could be 
obtained. Several hundred of these leaflets 
were distributed from the exhibit booth. 

The committee has started its plans for 
the N. E. A. Detroit convention. An exhibit 
with emphasis upon elementary school li- 
braries is being organized under the local 
chairmanship of Mrs. Lois T. Place, super- 
visor of school libraries, Detroit. Edith A. 
Lathrop has been acting as chairman of a 
subcommittee to work out a program of 
speakers and discussions of library problems 
for a two-day session of meetings jointly 
sponsored by the Department of Secondary 
Education of the N. E. A., the School Li- 
braries Section of the A. L. A., and this 
committee. While the entire program is not 
as yet completed, we have the assurance that 
talks will be given by Dr. Walter Eells, a 
member of the group making the codperative 
study of the secondary school, and Dorotha 
Dawson, assistant supervisor of school li- 
braries, Detroit. It is through such jointly 
sponsored programs that the committee feels 
its most effective work can be accomplished, 
since such meetings mean an exchange of 
ideas between school administrator, teacher, 
and librarian, and not just between librarian 
and librarian. The committee had hoped to 
find a place for the discussion of elementary 
school library problems on this program, 
but this plan may have to be postponed for 
another year. 

At the annual meeting of the committee, 
only four members were present, but six 
guests contributed greatly to the open dis- 
cussion of the effectiveness of school library 
service to the instructional program, and to 
a subject which is closely related, the non- 
professional library instruction of teachers 
and school administrators. No conclusions 
were reached, but a recommendation was 
made to wait for the release of certain stu- 
dies related to these subjects, which are 
under way or about to be started by other 
organizations, before further study is given 
to them by this committee. 

It is hoped that the article, “Underlying 
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Principles Governing the School Library,” 
by Anna Clark Kennedy, a former chairman 
of the committee, will be ready for publica- 
tion in the near future. 

Two studies, contemplated for a number 
of years by the committee, have been at least 
temporarily abandoned since other agencies 
better equipped to carry on such studies are 
at work on them. These are a study of the 
relationship of public and school libraries 
and a study of certification of school libra- 
rians. The Office of Education has made a 
start toward gathering information on pub- 
lic and school libraries, but offers little hope 
for immediate publication. The A. L. A. 
Board of Education for Librarianship has 
completed a study of certification of libra- 
rians. Feeling, however, that there is need 
to publicize this publication with school ad- 
ministrators, the committee will shortly issue 
a brochure, showing by brief questions and 
answers, the desirability of certification 
for school librarians, and calling attention 
to this study, which is available at A. L. A. 
Headquarters. The plan is to distribute this 
brochure at educational conventions and 
through direct mailing. 

The following recommendations are sub- 
mitted to the two associations for considera- 
tion: 

1. That the membership of the committee 
run from September 1 to August 31 of each 
year, and that appointments be made as early 
as possible. (A. L. A. appointments already 
follow this plan.) 

2. That the standing subcommittee to 
contact the American Association of School 
Administrators, as recommended by last 
year’s committee, be abandoned. If com- 
mittee appointments are made to run from 
September through August, this gives ample 
time for the committee as a whole to develop 
the necessary contacts. 

3. That the appointment of school libra- 
rians to committees of both organizations, 
which are concerned with problems in the 
educational field at large, be encouraged. 
School librarians are well equipped to give 
valuable service to committees undertaking 
research studies, yearbooks, or other studies 
pertaining to the instructional program. 

4. The committee gratefully acknowledges 
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the budget of $50 allowed by the N. E. A. 
and $40 allowed by the A. L. A., and recom- 
mends that a similar budget be allowed for 
the work of next year’s committee. 


July, 1937 


In the joint committee report submitted 
in April, reference is made to a brochure on 
the certification of school librarians. This 
was printed in time for the New York and 
Detroit conventions, and copies were distrib- 
uted at both meetings. Further distribu- 
tion is planned through inserting this bro- 
chure in mail which will reach principals and 
superintendents of schools early in the fall. 

Through the efforts of the committee, a 
publisher was found for “The Function of 
the Library in the Secondary School,” a 
paper by James M. Spinning, delivered at 
the New Orleans meeting of the N. E. A. 
The committee wished the paper to appear in 
a publication which would reach school ex- 
ecutives. An early fall issue of School Exec- 
utives Magazine will carry the article. 

The committee held a meeting in New 
York during the A. L. A. conference. Mil- 
dred L. Batchelder, Martha M. Parks, Edith 
Lathrop, Oscar McPherson, and the chair- 
man were present. Plans for the Atlantic 
City meeting of the American Association of 
School Administrators were discussed. A 
communication from the N. E. A. Depart- 
ment of Secondary Education, stating that 
they would consider names of librarians for 
membership in the committees of that organ- 
ization, was presented. Suggestions were 
sent to the president in time for the Detroit 
meeting. 

Three activities were sponsored by the 
joint committee at the Detroit convention of 
the N. E. A. First, an exhibit with emphasis 
on elementary school libraries was held in 
the main exhibition hall. Over five hundred 
guests were received by the Detroit libra- 
rians who acted as hostesses. Second, we 
were able to secure Dr. Walter Eells to 
talk on the use of periodicals, as shown by 
his survey, for a jointly sponsored meeting 
with the Department of Secondary Educa- 
tion. Third, an afternoon session was 
planned under the sponsorship of our com- 
mittee, the School Libraries Section of the 


A. L. A., and the Department of Secondary 
Education. At this conference there were 
three speakers, Dorotha Dawson, Grace 
Winton, of Northwestern High School Li- 
brary, Detroit, and Dr. E. G. Johnston, prin- 
cipal of the University High School, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. The subject of this con- 
ference was school library service and extra- 
curricular activities. 

Members of the committee representing 
the N. E. A. are: Chloe C. Baldridge, 
Mildred L. Batchelder, Myrtle Gustafson, 
Edith A. Lathrop and Esther Irene Layton. 
Representing the A. L. A.: Martha Manier 
Parks, Oscar H. McPherson, Mrs. Mar- 
garet M. Ross, and Earle U. Rugg. 

Marcaret R. Greer, Chairman 


NATIONAL LisrRARY PLANNING 


See reports of the secretary, pages 485-93, 
and the Library Extension Board, pages 517- 
21. 


Oxserty MeEmoriAL Funp 


Your committee has the honor of making 
the seventh award of the Oberly Memorial 
Prize to Victor A. Schaefer for his bibli- 
ography entitled, 4 Survey of Current 
Bibliographies on Agriculture and Allied 
Subjects. The decision of the committee 
was unanimous. The committee wishes to 
make honorable mention of Chastina Gard- 
ner’s bibliography, Codperation in Agricul- 
ture. 

The following bibliographies were sub- 
mitted for the seventh biennial competition: 
Mildred C. Benton, Financing American 
Cotton Production and Marketing in the 
United States; Esther M. Colvin and J. C. 
Folsom, Agricultural Labor in the United 
States, 1915-1935; Esther M. Colvin and 
M. T. Olcott, Crop and Livestock Insur- 
ance; Emily L. Day, Government Control 
of Cotton Production in the United States, 
1933-1935; Mary Bostwick Day, 4 Select 
Reading List of Interest to Students in the 
Field of Agricultural History and Allied 
Subjects; Chastina Gardner, Codperation in 
Agriculture; Edith E. Gray, History of 
Botany: List of Source Material, Aristotle 
to John Ray, in University of California 
Libraries; Ellen D. Kistler, Bibliography of 
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the Botanical Writings of Edward Lee 
Greene; Margaret T. Olcott and H. E. 
Hennefrund, Valuation of Real Estate, with 
Special Reference to Farm Real Estate; 
Victor A. Schaefer, 4 Survey of Current 
Bibliographies on Agriculture and Allied 
Subjects; H. A. Schuette and S. C. Schuette, 
Maple Sugar: A Bibliography of Early Rec- 
ords; N. I. Vivilov, Library of Institute on 
Plant Industry, Lenin Academy, Bibli- 
ography of World Literature on Genetics 
and Breeding of Wheat. 

The committee begs leave to remind you 
that this award is made once in two years 
in memory of the late Eunice Rockwood 
Oberly, formerly librarian of the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, United States Department 
of Agriculture. The prize is derived from 
the income of the memorial fund raised by 
her friends and admirers after her death in 
1921. This year the prize amounts to $100. 
It will be awarded again early in 1939. 

Serving on the committee are: Paul Al- 
corn, Jessie M. Allen, William H. Carlson, 
Cora L. Feldkamp, and Frances Warner. 

Gixsert H. Doane, Chairman 


PARENT EDUCATION 


Joint Committee with the National Council 
of Parent Education 


The Joint Committee on Parent Educa- 
tion has devoted the year to collecting in- 
formation on library relationships with par- 
ent education programs and on the nature 
of the need for printed materials by parent 
education workers. 

With the help of the American Associa- 
tion of University Women, the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, the Ex- 
tension Service of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and the Bureau of 
Child Development of the New York State 
Department of Education, about 90 exten- 
sion leaders, directors, and professional and 
lay group leaders in various parts of the 
country were questioned on: (1) what li- 
brary facilities they had at their disposal; 
(2) what services they had not been able to 
get; (3) what difficulties stood in the way; 
(4) what the joint committee might do to 
help them. 

The replies have furnished the commit- 
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tee with material useful for future plan- 
ning. To promote solution of one of the most 
pressing problems, the committee is getting 
together specific information on the fre- 
quently expressed need for reading materials 
suited to parents of limited reading ability. 
This will be placed at the disposal of agen- 
cies which, as publishers or as advisers to 
publishers, are working with the problem of 
readable books. 


Committee members representing the 
N. C. P. E.: Ruth Andrus, Ralph P. 
Bridgman, ex officio, Morse A. Cart- 


wright, Ruth Kotinsky, Mrs. B. F. Lang- 
worthy, Ellen Lombard, Kathryn McHale, 
and Edna N. White. For the A. L. A:: 
John Chancellor, ex officio, Linda A. East- 
man, Clara W. Herbert, and Clarence W. 
Sumner. 

EvizABetH M. SmitH, Chairman 


PERIODICALS 


No report. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION OF 
LIBRARY MATERIALS 


Report incorporated in the proceedings of 
the New York meetings of the Micropho- 
tography Round Table, to be printed in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, October 15, 1937. 


PusLic DocUMENTS 


A resolution was adopted by the Com- 
mittee on Public Documents at Richmond 
which called for a conference of various 
interested parties, with the hope that such 
a conference would lead to a survey dealing 
with the standardization, numbering, ar- 
rangement, format, listing, and distribution 
of United States documents. Before ar- 
ranging for such a meeting, the chairman 
proceeded to secure the support of various 
sister associations whose memberships are 
largely composed of users of public docu- 
ments. 

At about the time arrangements were 
being started to call such a meeting, there 
was introduced into congress, House Bill, 
H.R. 5471. It seemed desirable to push 
this bill rather than attempt to secure the 
meeting called for in the Richmond resolu- 
tion. The chairman has made several visits 
to Washington in an attempt to learn why 
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it has been held up by the House Committee 
on Printing, to which it had been referred 
when it was introduced. The chairman of 
the House Committee on Printing, who is 
also chairman of the Joint Committee on 
Printing, desires first to know how many of 
the federal depository libraries will need or 
want the additional public documents called 
for in H.R. 5471. With this in mind, 
a questionnaire will be sent out through 
the superintendent of documents office. 
Besides some changes in phraseology, it 
seems advisable to have the bill modified 
so that distribution of the processed public 
documents will be made to depositories di- 
rect from the issuing agency rather than 
through the superintendent of documents 
office. H.R. 5471 is, therefore, tabled until 
results of the questionnaire to be sent out 
through the superintendent of documents 
office have been tabulated. As an outgrowth 
of H.R. 5471, the chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Printing has urged the neces- 
sity of a comprehensive survey of all of the 
federal depository libraries, to be made by 
or through the Committee on Public Docu- 
ments of the American Library Association. 
Upon the basis of the results of this survey, 
he suggests that the federal depository dis- 
tribution law, itself, be rewritten. Upon 
recommendation of the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Documents, the Ex- 
ecutive Board has, therefore, taken the fol- 
lowing action: 

“Voted, That the officer be authorized 
and instructed to seek necessary funds for 
a survey of all federal depository libraries 
as recommended by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Documents, if and when the project has 
been prepared in detail and approved by 
this board.” 

The Committee on Public Documents has 
been struggling for several years with the 
problem of preparing a manual on state 
documents. Several outlines have been pre- 
pared and, as a result of a luncheon meeting 
during the New York conference, a final 
draft outline has been drawn, and the com- 
mittee, therefore, proposes to attempt to 
Prepare such a manual for publication in 
the near future. 

The committee is well aware of the incom- 





plete listing and indexing of federal, state, 
and municipal documents, as well as of the 
ever growing problem of their distribution. 
As a result of the chairman’s personal study 
of the emergency agencies and their inade- 
quate indexing in official lists, it would seem 
advisable to increase the indexing staff in 
the superintendent of documents office to 
cope with this material, as well as with the 
processed documents. The incomplete listing 
or indexing of the publications of new state 
functions would seem to indicate also the 
desirability of increasing the indexing staff 
in the Library of Congress which is con- 
cerned with the Monthly Checklist of State 
Publications. With respect to the non- 
distribution of federal public documents, it 
is hoped that H.R. 5471 and the projected 
survey of all depository libraries will remedy 
this situation. The committee hopes to face 
the problem of a solution of the chaotic 
situation in regard to the distribution of 
state documents in the future. 

Members of this committee are: Olive 
Braughton, Herbert O. Brigham, Alice D. 
Daspit, Mrs. Ione E. Dority, Thomas P. 
Fleming, Jeanne Griffin, Marion V. Higgins, 
Josephine B. Hollingsworth, Mary B. 
Humphrey, Katherine O. McCarthy, Kath- 
erine B. Strong, and Nathan van Patten. 

Jerome K. Witcox, Chairman 


PUBLICITY 
See pages 540-44. 


RaciAL DIscRIMINATION 


See A. L. A. Bulletin, January, 1937, 
pages 37-38. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE COLLEGE AND 
REFERENCE SECTION 


At the annual meeting of the College and 
Reference Section in Richmond last May, 
the following resolution was passed: 


“Resolved, That the incoming chairman of 
the College and Reference Section be author- 
ized to appoint a committee to consider and 
report to the section a plan for reorganiza- 
tion, The committee is to consist of not less 
than eight members, of whom two are to be 
from smaller college libraries, two from the 
teachers college libraries, two from univer- 
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sity libraries, one from the junior colleges, 
and two from reference departments of pub- 
lic libraries, or from reference libraries. 
The committee is to present a report by No- 
vember 15, 1936, for possible discussion at 
the Columbia and Chicago meetings and for 
action at the next annual meeting of the 
section.” 

The resolution was adopted for three dif- 
ferent reasons. There had been some gen- 
eral dissatisfaction with the organization and 
functioning of the section; librarians of 
teacher-training institutions and junior col- 
leges had expressed a desire to be included as 
groups in the section under certain condi- 
tions; and, finally, reference librarians of 
public libraries by a mail vote had expressed 
a desire for a separate round table or section. 
The adoption of the resolution was urged by 
the officers of the section who had realized 
for some time that a decided change in 
organization and function was necessary. 


The College and Reference Section of the 
American Library Association is by far the 
oldest of the many sections of the A. L. A. 
now existing. At the general session in 1889, 
it was voted that the “Executive Board ar- 
range for the organization of a section to be 
called the section of university and school 
libraries.” The college librarians did not 
wait for action by the Executive Board. At 
the same conference a meeting was held on 
May 10, 1889, to organize a “College Li- 
brary Section.” The organization was very 
informal until 1897. The section was 
originally known as the College Section and 
its function was practically limited to the 
consideration of questions of interest primar- 


1The report which follows was adopted by the 
College and Reference Section at its New York 
meeting, June 21, with one amendment. The amend- 
ment concerns the fourth recommendation of the 
committee and is given in footnote 14, page 598. 

Acknowledgments are gratefully made to several 
hundred college librarians who replied to the ques- 
tionnaire and offered constructive suggestions; to 
Carl H. Milam and Cora M. Beatty of the head- 
quarters staff for their careful consideration and 
advice; to Carleton B. Joeckel and Forrest B. Spaul- 
ding of the Executive Board for their sympathetic 
understanding of the problems affecting an organiza- 
tion so extensive and so complex as the American 
Library Association. This report, in reality, repre- 
sents the consensus of opinion of very many librari- 
ans, not all of whom are attached to college and 
university libraries. 

2 Library Journal 14:275. 1889. 

3 Library Journal 14:294. 1889. 
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ily to college and university librarians, 
Twelve librarians were present at the first 
meeting. 

Almost from the very beginning, the sec- 
tion concerned itself with questions of its 
organization and proper functions, with a 
decided tendency toward a stronger and 
more permanent organization. In 1897, the 
chairman, Mr. W. I. Fletcher, of Amherst 
College, raised the question of continuous 
organization, and implied a need for a state- 
ment of the objectives of the section. The 
section considered at the 1897 meeting, as 
stated by Mr. Fletcher “questions especially 
relating to college and and university libra- 
ries, and . . . those common to reference 
libraries and the advanced work of public 
libraries in general.”* The discussion of 
reference work in public libraries early be- 
came one of the objects of the section. The 
name was changed in 1897 from College 
Section to College and Reference Library 
Work Section, later condensed to College 
and Reference Section. 

The reasons given in 1897 for the division 
of the general conference into simultaneous 
sectional meetings could be ascribed chiefly 
to the increasing’ size of the Association and 
the desirability of obtaining smaller groups 
for people seeking information on varied 
topics. 

“This experiment had been looked forward 
to with interest, as likely to prove a solution 
of some of the difficulties found in handling 
a large body of people seeking information on 
varied topics, and its practical working was 
highly successful. To be sure, it awakened 
general regret that individuals, as well as 
programs, were not divisible, and that it was 
necessary to lose one thing to gain another, 
but it permitted the consideration of a 
variety of subjects possible in no other way.”® 

It should be noted that the attendance at 
the whole A. L. A. conference in 1897 was 
315, which is far less than the attendance at 
some recent meetings of the College and 
Reference Section. If Mr. Fletcher was 
correct in the reason assigned for a sectioning 
of the Association in 1897, the reason applies 
even more to a subsectioning of the present 
College and Reference Section. Of the 2,834 


1897. 


“ Library Journal 22:C159. ‘ 
1897. 


5 Library Journal 22:353. 
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who attended the Richmond meeting, cer- 
tainly not less than 700 were interested in 
college and reference library work. 

Although the attendance at the meetings of 
the section increased enormously from the 
twelve who were present in 1889 to the 
hundreds who have attended meetings during 
the last ten years, no further reorganization 
was attempted until 1931. However, there 
did appear a strong tendency at A. L. A. 
conferences to increase the number of sec- 
tional meetings and to decrease the number 
of general sessions, emphasizing Mr. 
Fletcher’s argument for smaller group meet- 
ings. In 1931, in response to many requests 
from members of the section, there were or- 
ganized for the New Haven conference, 
one general meeting of the section and three 
round tables: one for reference librarians, 
one for administrators of the larger libraries, 
and one for librarians of smaller colleges and 
library assistants. At the meeting of ad- 
ministrators, there was considerable discus- 
sion of the future status of the College and 
Reference Section. It was voted that a com- 
mittee be appointed to study the question 
of the need for a permanent organization of 
administrators of university and reference 
libraries. In 1932, the subsectional meetings 
were continued, but at the round table for 
administrators it was voted that an organiza- 
tion of administrators of university and 
reference libraries be formed, separate from 
the A. L. A. but affiliated with it. The 
organization was given the name, “Associa- 
tion of Research Libraries.” 

Since 1932, the College and Reference Sec- 
tion has held annually a general session and 
two round tables: one for college librarians 
and one for reference librarians. These 
practically constituted subsectional meetings. 
The Association of Research Libraries has 
met regularly. 

In the meantime, a round table for li- 
brarians of junior colleges was formed, in- 
dependently of the College and Reference 
Section, holding its first meeting, apparently, 
in 1930. Librarians of normal schools and 
teacher-training institutions have for many 
years conducted round tables as part of the 
School Libraries Section. 

From the very beginning of the A. L. A. 
there appeared a demand for special meet- 





ings for those interested in special fields of 
work. This movement developed until a 
host of round tables, sections, and even dis- 
tinct library organizations have appeared, 
quite independent of each other and in many 
cases duplicating the work of existing or- 
ganizations. The librarian of a large uni- 
versity library is confronted not only by a 
multiplicity of separate organizations to 
which he may be considered to owe alle- 
giance, such as the Medical Library Associa- 
tion, American Association of Law Libraries, 
Bibliographical Society of America, Associa- 
tion of Research Libraries, Special Libraries 
Association, etc., but also by the very many 
sections of the A. L. A. in which, on account 
of the ramifications of his work, he may be 
interested. For many years there has been 
a tendency to form different organizations, 
sections, and round tables to deal with 
specific problems, without any consideration 
of the relations of the various groups to each 
other. This tendency still continues, as is 
indicated by the formation within recent 
years of the Association of Research Libra- 
ries, the University and College Depart- 
mental Librarians Group of the Special 
Libraries Association, and this year the 
American Documentation Institute. One 
university librarian counted twenty-four li- 
brary organizations (including sections of the 
A. L. A.) in which he was interested and 
should be active. The number is still in- 
creasing. Dr. Frank P. Hill® pointed out 
the danger as far back as 1910, but since 
that date library organizations have grown 
apace. 

It is little wonder that finally a contrari- 
wise current appeared. A resolution was 
adopted at the Richmond meeting by junior 
college librarians, proposing incorporation of 
their round table as a subsection of the 
College and Reference Section. On the other 
hand, the reference librarians of public li- 
braries are inclined to think their interests 
can best be served by a separate section or 
round table. In reply to a questionnaire 
mailed by Miss Mabel Conat of the Detroit 
Public Library to 134 reference workers in 
public libraries, 117 felt it desirable to form 


*Hill, Frank P. “Library Associations and Li- 
brary Meetings.” Library Journal 36:487-89. 1911. 
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a separate section or round table. Three 
voted “no.” It should be noted that this 
group represents a division by function 
rather than by type of library. 

These proposals, as well as the expression 
by many college librarians of the need for a 
stronger organization of college librarians 
in this country, demonstrate the need for a 
careful consideration of the future policies of 
the College and Reference Section of the 
A. L. A. 

Although the objectives of the section were 
discussed in 1897, and although the second 
Activities Committee in 1934 recommended 
that each section “state its aims and the type 
of librarians which its meetings are designed 
to serve,’ no record of the publication of any 
such statement by the College and Reference 
Section can be found. The officers of the 
College and Reference Section did carefully 
consider at various times the aims and trends 
of sectional activities, but it was not until 
the Richmond conference that conditions 
seemed favorable for a satisfactory study. 
In the Activities Committee report in 1934, 
mention was made of the criticisms of refer- 
ence librarians and of college librarians that 
the phases of library work in which they 
were interested were not adequately covered 
at A. L. A. meetings. However, by the 
establishment of special sectional meetings 
for both reference librarians and college 
librarians, an opportunity was afforded to 
both classes to remedy these difficulties under 
their own direction. The Denver meeting 
in 1935 is an excellent example of the at- 
tempt of the section to arrange programs to 
suit the various groups. The general meet- 
ing with its discussion of research libraries, 
cost of German periodicals, foxing, and 
serials departments in large libraries, was 
adapted to universities and the stronger col- 
lege libraries. The Reference Librarians 
Round Table was principally for reference 
librarians of public libraries. The College 
Librarians Round Table was adapted to the 
librarians of small colleges. The only addi- 
tional suggestion for the conduct of the sub- 
sectional meetings is that a greater number 
of librarians in these various groups interest 


TA. L. A. Bulletin 28:870. 1934. 
8A. L. A. Bulletin 28:869-70. 1934. 
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themselves in the activities of their subsec- 
tions and in the preparation of the programs. 
For example, a membership in the section of 
13 reference librarians of public libraries 
does not indicate a very active interest. 

It should also be noted that the activities 
of college and university librarians have been 
in the past conducted by committees of the 
American Library Association rather than by 
committees of the section, even when the 
projects were of interest almost entirely to 
college and reference librarians. For ex- 
ample, the Union List of Serials was con- 
ceived and compiled by members of the 
College and Reference Section, but under 
other auspices. The results are more im- 
portant than the means. However, if these 
committees composed of members of the Col- 
lege and Reference Section had performed 
their duties under the auspices of the section, 
the prestige of the section might have been 
enhanced and a unified organization of col- 
lege librarians promoted. 

Any reorganization of the section is com- 
plicated, not only because the present sec- 
tional organization of the A. L. A. is based 
on both functions and types of libraries, but 
also because division by types also presents 
certain cross lines. The Agricultural Li- 
braries Section, for example, is composed 
chiefly of librarians from land-grant colléges 
and universities, and therefore includes in 
its membership a cross section of the College 
and Reference Section of the A. L. A. 

To ascertain the desires of college li- 
brarians, an expression of opinion was so- 
licited from librarians of all universities and 
colleges listed in the American Library Di- 
rectory, with the exception of a few junior 
colleges with book collections less than 3,000. 
Medical, law, and theological libraries were 
excluded. A total of 1,170 letters were 
mailed to institutions in the United States, 
and replies were received from 321. The de- 
tailed figures are given in Appendix C. In 
general, the returns were practically unani- 
mous in favor of a stronger organization for 
college and university libraries. Ninety per 
cent of all librarians replying felt a decided 
need for a strengthening of the College and 
Reference Section. Seventy-eight per cent 
favored proportional representation in the 
directorate of the various groups in the 
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section. Ninety per cent desired to keep 
membership in the section open to the staffs 
of all types of college and university libraries. 
It is interesting to note that the vote em- 
phasizes the earlier tendencies in the forma- 
tion of the section. At the first organization 
in 1898, it was decided that “This section 
should consist of all members of the A. L. A. 
interested in the work of college and refer- 
ence libraries.”® The subsections proposed 
were generally favored. 

Some arguments were presented in favor 
of emphasizing in sectional and subsectional 
meetings fundamentals rather than problems 
peculiar to only one type of institution. 
Several urged that junior colleges, teachers 
colleges, and four-year liberal arts colleges 
be grouped into one subsection, with em- 
phasis on the fundamental principles which 
apply to this group as a whole, rather than 
on any detailed questions. A quotation from 
one letter may be of interest. 

“It will be a pleasure to codperate ... in 
every way possible toward a furtherance of 
those objectives which may tend to broaden 
rather than narrow the basic work of the 
College and Reference Section. It is indeed 
dificult to understand why a majority of li- 
brarians do not prefer an integrated organi- 
zation wherein it would be possible for all of 
us to meet together for a mutual discussion 
of our problems in a single college group. 
It is even more difficult to understand why 
a majority should feel that the administra- 
tive and technical problems of four-year col- 
leges are any different from those of junior 
colleges; or that those of teachers colleges 
differ from those of technical institutions. 
Actually this is a superficial grouping without 
reason, or to put it another way: a distinc- 
tion without a difference. . . Where the 
larger college group is broken down into 
isolated subsections, reports covering experi- 
ments such as we have undertaken here, for 
example, can be reported on only in that sub- 
section group to which the librarian’s type 
of institution belongs. ‘That would mean 
necessarily that librarians from four-year 
colleges, teachers colleges, and from other 
types of institutions who might be interested, 
would not have the opportunity to attend and 





* Library Journal 23:C171. August, 1898. 





participate in the discussions. The result of 
this kind of grouping makes for a form of 
professional fencing which is inconsistent 
with the main objectives of the College and 
Reference Section.” 

Some suggestions were received that the 
College and Reference Section should take 
charge of the meetings at Columbia in No- 
vember and at Chicago during the holidays. 
The committee feels that these meetings 
represent a geographical distribution, and 
that it would not be desirable to organize 
them as part of the A. L. A. College and 
Reference Section unless the groups attend- 
ing the Columbia and Chicago meetings so 
desire. The committee believes in a strong 
organization of college and university li- 
brarians, but one that is simple rather than 
complex. 

Some librarians suggested that the As- 
sociation of Research Libraries might well 
act as “a university subsection. Others 
pointed out that the Association of Research 
Libraries is a limited organization, includ- 
ing in its membership comparatively few 
university librarians. Its emphasis is placed 
on research activities rather than on ad- 
ministrative work of university libraries. 
The inclusion of university librarians in the 
College and Reference Section as reorgan- 
ized was recommended, not only because of 
this limitation, but also because the vast 
majority of college librarians expressed an 
appreciation of the aid they had received 
from university librarians in past meetings 
of the section and desired a continuation of 
the participation of this group. At present, 
nearly as many university librarians as col- 
lege librarians are members of the College 
and Reference Section. 

Since the reference librarians of public 
libraries have expressed an almost unani- 
mous wish that a separate round table or 
section be formed to cover their interests, 
and since reference work represents a func- 
tional division rather than a division by types 
of libraries, the committee believes that the 
College and Reference Section should concur 
in the vote taken by the reference librarians 
of public libraries, and should support their 
proposal to form a separate round table or 
section, 


Your committee, after careful examination 
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of the many replies and suggestions received, 
presents the following statement of prin- 
ciples: 

1. There is great need for a much stronger 
organization of college and university libra- 
ries of all types. There is no organization 
at present which can be said to represent 
college and university libraries adequately. 

This conclusion is obvious when it is 
realized that from the library staffs of 
1,200 colleges and universities in the United 
States, only 94 institutions are represented 
in the membership of the section. There are 
2,922 members of the A. L. A. who are at- 
tached to college, university, and reference 
libraries.1° Of this number 117 are mem- 
bers of the section (exactly 4 per cent). 
Some college librarians who were the most 
critical of the programs of the College and 
Reference Section are not members of the 
section, 

2. The committee believes that ‘there are 
too many separate library organizations at 
present, and that if the American Library 
Association is willing to encourage more 
control, unity, and self-direction by the sec- 
tion in activities relating to college libraries, 
the best interests of college librarians 
throughout the country will be served by 
remaining a section of the American Library 
Association. There should be adequate 
representation of the group on the Execu- 
tive Board of the Association. 

3. In order that the group may function as 
an organization actually representative of 
the college and university libraries of the 
United States, the committee believes that a 
more distinctive name is desirable, both 
to promote unity among the group as a 
whole, and to facilitate relationships with 
organizations outside the American Library 
Association. 

4. Your committee is of the opinion that 
any group which wishes to organize a sub- 
section of the College and Reference Section 
should be permitted to do so and should 
control the activities relating solely to the 
interests of the sub-group. It believes that 
provision should be made in the sectional 
constitution for regular or occasional meet- 


% As of 1935-36. The numbers include college and 
university libraries which are institutional members. 
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ings of the subsections or any combination of 
subsections as the various members of the 
different subsections desire. The organiza- 
tion of the subsections should be elastic, 
Provision should be made for the organiza- 
tion of new subsections and the discontinu- 
ance of those which have outlived their 
usefulness. The subsections should elect 
their own chairmen and program committees, 
and should be represented on the Board of 
Directors of the College and Reference Sec- 
tion as a whole. 


The formation of an organization which 
will embody these principles, especially those 
mentioned in paragraphs one, two and three, 
is not easy. The outstanding feature of 
the replies to the questionnaire was the al- 
most unanimous expression of the conviction 
(1) that a much stronger organization of 
college and university librarians is necessary; 
(2) that it is preferable to remain within 
the American Library Association if possible, 

Simultaneous accomplishment of both these 
aims seems at present almost impossible, 
since either one of these conditions renders 
impossible the attainment of the other. 

Under the present constitution and by-laws 
of the A. L. A. it is almost impossible to 
form a strong organization and still remain 
a section of the Association. When the sec- 
tion was formed in 1889, the Association 
had 267 members. Now its membership is 
over 13,000. The question may logically be 
raised whether the A. L. A. itself is not 
somewhat to blame for the many different 
library organizations existing in the United 
States today. If provision had been made 
years ago for the formation within the 
A. L. A. of autonomous groups of librarians 
interested in special libraries, medical li- 
braries, law libraries, etc., and if these 
groups had been encouraged to conduct their 
own activities, possibly we would not be 
faced today with such a multiplicity of li- 
brary organizations. It should be noted 
that the tendency to form separate organiza- 
tions still continues, as evidenced by the 
formation this year of the American Docu- 
mentation Institute—an association which 
must to a great extent be maintained by li- 
brarians. 
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The A. L. A. does not at present encour- 
age self-determination and self-direction by 
its sections of interests within their own 
field. Activities relating solely to college 
affairs are decided by the Executive Board 
of the Association; not by the section or its 
oficers. The College Library Advisory 
Board is appointed by the Executive Board 
of the A. L. A. It is not under the control 


. of the section, nor does it report to the sec- 


tion. The Executive Board is composed at 
present almost entirely of representatives of 
public libraries and library schools. College 
and university libraries are not and seldom 
have been proportionately represented on the 
board. Of the present thirteen members of 
the board only one is from a college, univer- 
sity, or reference library, although members 
of the staffs of these libraries represent one- 
fourth of the A. L. A. membership.” 
Naturally, staffs of public libraries will ordi- 
narily nominate and vote for a public li- 
brarian rather than a college librarian for 
office, other things being equal. During the 
last fifteen years only one college librarian, 
(Mr. A. S. Root), as distinct from a uni- 
versity librarian, has been a member of the 
Executive Board. Unless some constitu- 
tional provision is made for minority repre- 
sentation, the minority seldom is given a 
proportional membership in the governing 
board of an association. Yet this board, on 
which college and university librarians have 
little representation, controls decisions relat- 
ing solely to the interests of college libra- 
rians. 

Possibly as a result of the composition of 
the board, the headquarters staff, with the 
possible exception of the publishing depart- 
ment, is composed chiefly of those whose in- 
terests and experiences are and have been in 
public library work rather than in the college 
or university field. A large proportion of 
the activities of the headquarters staff is not 
of primary value to college librarians. Al- 
though the principle of a specialist on college 
libraries was approved by the Council at the 
New Orleans meeting in 1932, the recom- 
mendation has never been made effective. 
One suggested solution is the appointment of 
an executive secretary of the section, to serve 
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also as a specialist on college libraries at 
headquarters. Naturally under the principle 
of self-determination, the specialist would 
be under the control of and responsible to the 
section, with approval by the Executive 
Board of the appointment and specialized 
program. 

An example of the trend toward domina- 
tion of the group is a proposal that the 
College Library Advisory Board, appointed 
by the Executive Board of the A. L. A., be 
placed in charge of the sectional organization 
of small college libraries with control over 
its meetings. Such a proposal denies every 
principle of democracy and would result in 
an autocratic control by an Executive Board 
on which there is little or no representation 
of college librarians. 

The College and Reference Section not 
only does not have control of activities relat- 
ing exclusively to college and university 
matters, it cannot control attendance at its 
own meetings. Section 18 of the A. L. A. 
By-Laws reads, “Sessions of sections shall 
be open to any member of the Association.” 

College and university libraries and li- 
brarians pay dues to the Association which 
go into the general funds. If the section 
wishes funds for its own sectional activities 
and organization, it must charge a member- 
ship fee in addition to the A. L. A. dues. Ifa 
college librarian joins the A. L. A., his 
membership fee does not make him a mem- 
ber of the section. Another fee must be 
paid. If he be interested in three or four 
sections, such as College and Reference, 
Periodicals, and Cataloging, he may have 
bills from several different organizations 
each year. 

A statement made at one of the committee 
meetings is worth quoting: 

“There should be a strong organization for 
college and university librarians, and in order 
to attain that, it seems to me that it should 
be done through the A. L. A., rather than 
apart from it. If it is to be attained through 
the A. L. A., then the A. L. A. should con- 
duct its college activities in accordance with 
the wishes of the group. If it is to do that, a 
proportional part of its funds, as a matter 
of principle, should go toward furthering the 
objectives of the college library group.” 

To this statement of the status and trends 
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within the American Library Association 
should in justice be added an expression of 
appreciation for the courtesy and considera- 
tion which the Executive Board and the 
headquarters staff of the American Library 
Association have given to college library mat- 
ters called to their attention. The failures 
have not arisen from a lack of willingness on 
the part of these officers, but are intrinsic in 
the nature and traditions of the present or- 
ganization of the A. L. A. The lack of 
vocal expression by those engaged in college 
library work, as well as the lack of oppor- 
tunity for expression, may also be partly 
responsible. The section, under the present 
A. L. A. Constitution, could have developed 
greater activities and control than it has. 
The custom has been to leave such matters 
to the Association rather than to develop 
them through the sectional organization. 
Your committee believes that this custom is 
not for the best interests of the libraries rep- 
resented in the section. This report is not 
intended in any way to criticize past and 
present officers and staff of the Association or 
the section. It rather attempts to point out 
some defects in an organization which has 
increased very rapidly and outgrown its 
original form and traditions. Acknowledg- 
ment is due our colleagues in other library 
fields for their continued interest and con- 
sideration. 

Your committee believes that the time has 
come when a study should be made of a 
possible reorganization of the American 
Library Association into groups, with en- 
couragement of self-administration and self- 
direction by the groups in so far as their own 
exclusive activities are concerned, and an 
allotment to the group of a portion of the 
A. L. A. dues paid by members. Such an 
allotment could be used, as decided by the 
group, for a variety of purposes, such as 
secretarial work, projects, payment of salary 
of specialist at headquarters, etc. The 
Executive Board of the Association might 
well retain the right to approve or disap- 
prove, but the right to recommend and initi- 
ate within its own field should be given to 
the group or to its representatives. 

The National Education Association years 
ago was faced with a problem somewhat 
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similar to that which faces the A. L. A. 
today. It was solved by a division of 
the membership into departments. A re- 
cent report of the Educational Policies 
Commission of the N. E. A.—a commis- 
sion which might be compared to an Activ- 
ities Committee of the A. L. A.—reviews 
the present organization in the following 
statement :?? 


“OPINIONS oF CONSULTANTS 


“Opinions of the consultants on this ques- 
tion .. . show a marked trend toward some 
plan of integration. (1) Less than one per 
cent of all the consultants believe that there 
should be separate and unaffiliated national 
organizations for the various branches of 
the educational service. . . . A substantial 
majority of more than two to one favors the 
plan which, in substance, is now operating 
in the National Education Association— 
namely a series of national organizations for 
each branch of the educational service, all 
organically related as departments and func- 
tioning on general problems through the 
general organization. 


“RECOMMENDATION 


“The national professional organization 
should provide a department for each im- 
portant branch of educational service. 
Membership in a department should require 
and carry with it membership in the gen- 
eral organization. The departments and 
afhliated organizations (to which latter 
group the requirement of individual mem- 
bership may not apply) should be integrated 
through representation in the governing ma- 
chinery of the general organization or in 
some other effective way.” 

The reasons given for this form of or- 
ganization are worthy of attention but are 
too extensive to quote here. 

Another quotation from the same report 
applies also to a national organization of 
college and university librarians.'% 

“Professional organization in the field of 
education is not an end in itself but a means 


2N, E. A. and Department of Superintendence. 
Educational Policies Commission. A National Or- 
ganization for Education. February, 1937, p. 23-24 
wN.E. A. Op. Cit. p. 5. 
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to an end. The organization should never 
assume greater importance than the ends it 
was created toserve. These purposes should 
be clearly understood by the members, the 
officers, and the employees of the organiza- 
tion. The purposes should be stated in terms 
so specific that it is possible to refer to them 
such questions of method, structure, and 
policy as may arise from time to time. 
Furthermore, these purposes should possess 
stability so as to lend continuity to the pro- 
gram of the organization. They should 
serve as a reference point in appraising the 
success of any particular function or activity. 
The statement of purposes constitutes, in 
effect, a contract between the organization 
and its members, and between the organiza- 
tion and society as a whole.” 

The aims of an organization of college, 
university, and reference libraries are not 
inconsistent with the purposes of a national 
professional organization in the field of edu- 
cation. They may be stated somewhat as 
follows: 

The purpose of an association of college, 
university, and reference librarians is the 
maintenance and improvement of biblio- 
graphical services to students, faculty, and 
research workers. In order to achieve this 
purpose, it is essential that there should be: 
(1) a strong organization fairly representa- 
tive of college, university, and reference 
libraries, (2) opportunities for meetings and 
discussion of problems by those interested, 
and (3) a program of activities, with con- 
tinuous study and research, directed by the 
group. Such a program would encourage 
the continued professional growth of those 
engaged in it and would tend to raise the 
standards of library service in college li- 
braries. The conduct of such activities will 
in itself tend to strengthen the organization 
and thereby promote its influence in improv- 
ing library service. 

The question of activities is, in the opinion 
of the committee, so important that a special 
subcommittee was appointed to consider it. 
The suggestions of the subcommittee, to- 
gether with some proposals received by 
correspondence, are given in Appendix F. 

The difficulties under the present frame- 
work of the A. L. A. in forming a strong 


organization which might attain the purposes 
mentioned above seem insurmountable. The 
committee therefore decided to recommend 
that this report, with the approval of the 
section, be presented to the Executive Board 
of the American Library Association, for 
any consideration the board, the Council, 
and the proper committees of the American 
Library Association desire to give it. 

The present time seems favorable for such 
a consideration. The Executive Board has 
shown its sympathy with the work of your 
committee by the appointment of a sub- 
committee of the board (Mr. Joeckel and 
Mr. Spaulding) to act as liaison representa- 
tives. A third Activities Committee will 
probably be appointed during the next year 
or two. This Activities Committee may well 
consider the problems mentioned in this 
report. 

The formal recommendations of your 
committee, together with some additional 
suggestions for immediate changes in the 
organization of the section, follow. It is 
recommended: 

1. That this report be approved in prin- 
ciple by the College and Reference Section 
and be submitted to the Executive Board of 
the American Library Association for any 
consideration or action it desires to take. 

2. That the Committee on Reorganiza- 
tion of the College and Reference Section 
be continued, pending possible action by the 
American Library Association, with instruc- 
tions to submit a final report after the 
Executive Board has had opportunity to give 
this report due consideration; and that the 
incoming chairman of the College and Refer- 
ence Section be authorized to make such 
changes in the personnel of the committee 
as may seem desirable. 

3. That permission to change the name of 
the College and Reference Section to the 
Division of College, University, and Refer- 
ence Libraries of the American Library As- 
sociation be requested. It is the belief of 
your committee that the section should in- 
clude in its membership all types of libraries 
attached to institutions of higher education 
and research libraries as well as individuals 
interested in such libraries. 


4. That three subsections of librarians of 
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junior colleges, teacher-training institutions, 
and small colleges be organized; that self- 
administration and self-direction of these 
subsections (in so far as possible under the 
present Constitution and By-laws of the 
A. L, A.) be authorized; and that provision 
be made for proportional representation on 
the Executive Board of the section.'* 

5. That your committee be instructed to 
prepare and present at the next annual meet- 
ing a new constitution and by-laws for the 
section, to provide (a) for the organization 
mentioned in paragraph four, (b) for 
nominations of officers six months in advance 
of the annual meeting, (c) for proportional 
representation of the various classes of mem- 
bership on the Executive Board of the sec- 
tion, (d) for reserving seats for members of 
the section at future meetings as may seem 
desirable, (e) for a standing committee on 
activities. 

The committee’s members are: Hazel E. 
Armstrong, Isabelle Clark, Harry Clemons, 
Mabel L. Conat, Margie M. Helm, B. 
Lamar Johnson, Charles B. Shaw, Robert J. 
Usher, George B. Utley, and P. L. Windsor. 

Cuarves H. Brown, Chairman 


APPENDIX A 
STATISTICS OF MEMBERSHIP 


Total membership, 
A. L. A. (November, 
I itn innceibic naienae 

Members attached to col- 
lege and university li- 
braries (November, 
es cpomnan ‘ 

Members attached to 
reference libraries, such 
as Library of Congress, 
Newberry Library, etc. 


12,241 


2,710 


212 





Total who should be inter- 


4% Amended, when adopted by the College and 
Reference Section, to read: “That four subsections 
of librarians of junior colleges, teacher-training in- 
stitutions, small colleges, and large colleges and uni- 
versities be organized; that further subsections of 
groups appropriate to the College and Reference Sec- 
tion be organized as need arises; that self-adminis- 
tration and self-direction of these subsections (in so 
far as possible under the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the American Library Association, be authorized; 
and that provision be made for proportional represen- 
tation on the Executive Board of the section.” 
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ested in a College and 
Reference Section .... 


Members of College and 
Reference Section (No- 
vember, 1936) 

Members attached to col- 
lege libraries ......... 57 

Members attached to uni- 
versity libraries ....... 48 

Members attached to 
teachers college libraries 3 

Members attached to 
junior college libraries 2 

Members attached to 
reference libraries .... 7 


2,922 


140 


117 


Reference librarians and 
staff members of public 
RINE b60.<cas02a0na% 13 
Others (library school, 
3 RNR 10 
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APPENDIX B 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF TEACHERS COLLEGE 
CoMMITTEE 


1. That the present College and Refer- 
ence Section be reorganized as the College 
Librarians Section composed of representa- 
tives from college libraries which serve in- 
stitutions emphasizing instruction, rather 
than research. 

2. That provision be made for propor- 
tionate representation of the teachers college 
group in the government of this new section. 

3. That at each annual and midwinter 
conference, two programs be planned: (a) a 
general meeting for all college libraries in- 
cluded in the section; (b) two round table 
meetings, one for liberal arts colleges, and 
the other for colleges emphasizing teacher 
training. 

4. That either round table be permitted 
to plan a joint meeting with any other sec- 
tion. 

Haze. ARMSTRONG 
C. P. Baper 
Louis SHoreEs, Chairman 
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REPLIES TO QUESTIONS ON REORGANIZATION 


Py i viscctedatevesseexaudene 
Future form of organization: 

a. Continue as now 

b. Continue with stronger organiza- 

tion 

c. Continue with stronger organiza- 

tion and with separate name .... 

d. Form organization distinct from 

A. L. A. but affiliated with it ... 

Should university librarians be requested to 

form a separate section? 


Yes 


ee) 
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APPENDIX C 
Univer- Teachers wa 

sity College College ollege Totals 
185 42 64 30 321 
12 10 3 3 28 
82 10 30 16 138 
66 10 26 8 110 
23 10 3 I 37 
10 9 8 4 31 
162 27 52 24 265 


APPENDIX D 


QUESTIONNAIRE ON COLLEGE AND 
REFERENCE SECTION 


To Reference Librarians of Public Li- 
braries: 

In response to a request from Miss Emma 
Hance, director of reference work, District 
of Columbia Public Library, and chairman 
of the Reference Librarians Round Table 
with Miss Amy Winslow, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore, this year, I am writing 
to ascertain your opinion, as a reference li- 
brarian in a public library, regarding the 
College and Reference Section of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. There is a possi- 
bility of some reorganization of this section 
at the Richmond meeting, partly due to the 
withdrawal of some university librarians and 
reference librarians, and partly to the pro- 
posal of the Teachers College Committee, 
headed by Louis Shores, to make the section 
a College Librarians Section. It seems ad- 
visable to have an expression of opinion from 
representative reference librarians in public 
libraries throughout the country for presen- 
tation at this meeting. 

In the spring of 1934, the A. L. A. Ac- 
tivities Committee sent out a questionnaire 
to seventy-five reference librarians. The 
following is taken from its report as given 
in the American Library Association Bul- 
letin, December, 1934, page 870: 

“Several reference librarians of public li- 





braries brought forward the criticism that 
while other phases of library work are fully 
represented at A. L. A. conferences by 
various sections and round table meetings, 
reference work in the public library is not 
adequately covered although there is a refer- 
ence round table administered by the College 
and Reference Section. In order to ascertain 
whether these sentiments were held gener- 
ally, letters were sent to reference librarians, 
in large and small public libraries in various 
parts of the country. Of the forty-six re- 
plies received, thirty-one were definitely in 
favor of a separate reference section. .. . 
It is suggested that those interested in refer- 
ence work in public libraries consider the 
possibility of forming their own round table 
and petitioning the Council for permission to 
organize a section.” 

In view of these various factors, will you 
be good enough to register your opinion on 
the enclosed sheet and return it to me as 
promptly as possible? 


Masset L. Conat 


RETURNS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE 


1. In your opinion are the interests of 
reference librarians in public libraries ade- 
quately served by the present set-up of the 
College and Reference Section? Yes, 3; No, 
114. 

2. Do you think it would be desirable to 
form a separate section or round table for 
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reference workers in public libraries? Yes, 
117; No, 3. 

3. If your answer to number 2 is yes, do 
you prefer: 

a. Organization into a section, in which 
case a petition signed by not less than 
fifty members of the American Library 
Association (see Constitution, section 14) 
must be presented to the Council. Yes, 
32. 
b. Round table group. A much more in- 
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formal organization requiring no official ac- 
tion of the Council. Yes, 88. 

4. If a separate section or round table 
should be organized, do you think member- 
ship dues should be charged? Yes, 88; No, 
23. 

5. If your answer to number 4 is yes, do 
you favor $1 dues as is now charged by the 
College and Reference Section or $.50 as is 
charged by some other sections and round 


tables? $1, 7; $.50, 88. 


APPENDIX E 


ComposiTIon oF A. L. A. EXECUTIVE BoARD—1921 


Type of 
Library 192I 1922 1923 1924 
a a. a oe ae 
College, Univer- 
sity, Large Ref- 
pho eet _ 3 2 
Library School .. . =< 2. = f 
eR ~~ a 
Special and Un- 
classified ..... I I 
National ....... = xs « I 
; ‘Sepa os 02 it) 1 w@ 


APPENDIX F 
ACTIVITIES 


At the meeting of the reorganization com- 
mittee in Chicago in December a subcom- 
mittee consisting of Mr. Paul Howard, Dr. 
Carl M. White, and Mr. Arnold H. Trotier 
was appointed to consider what activities 
might be undertaken by the section. A meet- 
ing of some members of the subcommittee 
was held with the chairman of the re- 
organization committee. A report was pre- 
sented later by the subcommittee. Among 
the possible activities proposed were: 

1. Bring to some conclusion the proposal 
for a college library specialist at A. L. A. 
Headquarters: either give up the idea en- 
tirely, or ascertain whether such an appoint- 
ment is feasible in the near future. The 
matter was approved by the Council at the 
New Orleans meeting in 1932. 

2. Arrange for a clearing house to report 
on activities which deal with matters of inter- 
est to college and university librarians. Re- 





1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 19301931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 
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ports could well be made regularly in some 
library periodical. 

3. Reach a definite conclusion in regard to 
the proposed college library booklist. A pro- 
posal has been made by Professor Anderson 
of Iowa State College, who attended one 
meeting of the subcommittee, that various 
librarians could be responsible for different 
sections of the booklist and could obtain 
authoritative reviews from members of their 
faculties. For instance, one college li- 
brarian might be responsible for the section 
of the booklist on organic chemistry and 
could send signed notes by specialists on his 
faculty to the chief editor of the booklist. 
Such an arrangement would bring about 
closer contact between the librarian and cer- 
tain faculty members and would make possi- 
ble authoritative reviews. As soon as any 
librarian failed to send in reviews of this na- 
ture, the assignment could be transferred to 
another college. 

4. Undertake further investigations in the 
field of college library costs and services. 
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This project would require the codperative 
efforts of many librarians. 

5. Develop a service rating system for 
college and reference libraries. This 
project would require detailed study and 
analysis of various professional and semi- 
professional services rendered by libraries. 

6. Revise the supplement of the Telford 
report on college and university libraries. 
This report might well be made from an 
entirely different point of view. A more de- 
tailed analysis of the present activities of 
college and university librarians could be 
made, with the idea of emphasizing to a 
greater extent the responsibility of the li- 
brary for carrying out the aims of the edu- 
cational program, and the relations of the 
librarian to the faculty. The project would 
require the codperative work of many li- 
brarians. The report should show whether 
college librarians are engaged chiefly in 
routine work or to a larger extent in ac- 
tivities relating to faculty and student use of 
books. 

7. Encourage individual studies on the re- 
lation of the library and reading to the in- 
structional program and aims. 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 
No report. 


SALARIES, STAFF, AND SERVICE 
The A. L. A. Committee on Salaries, 


Staff, and Service was a new committee in 
1936-37. The Executive Board had ap- 
proved the creation of such a committee to 
assume the duties of the Committee on 
Salaries, Employment, and Schemes of 
Library Service and the Committee on Civil 
Service Relations, and, in addition, to be 
responsible for all other personnel problems 
which had not already been assigned to any 
existing board or committee. 

Only two members of this year’s commit- 
tee—Bernice E. Hodges and Ralph M. Dun- 
bar—had been members of the former Com- 
mittee on Salaries, Employment, and 
Schemes of Library Service. Leo R. Etz- 
korn had been chairman of the Committee 
on Civil Service Relations. With two mem- 
bers of the committee entirely new, and 
with the other three members familiar with 





only part of the work of the committee, 
much time was necessarily spent in educat- 
ing the new committee and giving its mem- 
bers the needed background. 

The committee became convinced that it 
could accomplish its work more successfully 
if it were constituted as a board rather than 
as a committee. Such an organization would 
assure there being only one new member a 
year, and would eliminate the necessity of 
spending so much time furnishing informa- 
tion concerning the previous work of the 
committee. With each member serving for 
five years, it would be possible for a board 
to lay out a long-time program. Under the 
present organization, members of a commit- 
tee naturally hesitate to bind their succes- 
sors. 

The committee suggested such a change 
to the Council and the Executive Board. 
Most fortunately the suggestion was ap- 
proved and the A. L. A. Board on Salaries, 
Staff, and Tenure will take over the work 
of the committee next year. 


Library Statistics 


This year the committee has sponsored 
the publication of library statistics gathered 
and compiled by the statistical assistant at 
A. L. A. Headquarters. In the A. L. A. 
Bulletin, February, 1937, pages 94-122, there 
were published statistics covering college and 
university libraries, small college libraries, 
teachers college and normal school libra- 
ries, and junior and senior high school 
libraries. The library statistics from institu- 
tions of higher education were secured with 
the codperation of the College Library Ad- 
visory Board, and Mr. Dunbar furnished an 
explanatory preface. Since no member of the 
committee was familiar with the school 
library field, Marguerite Kirk, librarian of 
the Board of Education, at Newark, New 
Jersey, was gracious enough to write a 
similar explanatory preface to the school 
library statistics. 

In the Bulletin for April, 1937, pages 235- 
63, in codperation with the Committee on 
Library Administration, there were pub- 
lished statistics on public libraries, arranged 
in four groups, according to the popula- 
tion served. An explanatory preface to 
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these tables was written by Miss Hodges. 

Mr. Dunbar, representing the committee, 
has served as chairman of the Committee 
on Uniform Statistical Report Forms. It is 
hoped that this committee will be successful 
in devising annual report blanks that can be 
used jointly by the American Library Asso- 
ciation, state library extension agencies, and 
the United States Office of Education for 
collecting public, college, university, and 
school library statistics. 


Library Salaries 


The committee has felt that perhaps its 
most important duty was to make some 
contribution toward securing more adequate 
salaries for librarians. It has urged the use 
of the tables of library statistics as published 
in the A. L. A. Bulletin as a means of raising 
salaries. At the Midwinter conference of 
the A. L. A., in December, 1936, Lucy L. 
Morgan and the chairman, in an informal 
conversation before the A. L. A. Council, 
discussed for the committee the question of 
how library salaries could be raised. A 
report of this conversation and the discussion 
it provoked was published in the Bulletin, 
February, 1937, pages 79-81. 

The main points stressed were the neces- 
sity for better salaries; the advantages of 
a cost of living survey; and the need for en- 
couraging certification, fostering staff asso- 
ciations, and compiling classification and pay 
plans. In the opinion of the committee, it 
is most important that library administra- 
tors realize their ethical and economic ob- 
ligation to do what they can to raise the 
salaries of their staffs. The A. L. A. should 
work through the state library associations, 
and encourage the organization of state per- 
sonnel committees which will handle salary 
and other personnel questions of interest for 
their states. 


Staff Associations 


The committee, believing that staff asso- 
ciations devoted to professional, social, and 
economic welfare can play an important role 
in furthering librarianship, has definitely 
gone on record recommending that staff as- 
sociations be sponsored in libraries, both 
municipal and college, where the size of the 
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staff warrants. Advice on the formation and 
work of staff associations has been sent to 
those groups making such inquiries. The 
resolution of the committee recommending 
staff associations was published in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, March, 1937, page 182. 
During the year, the committee has con- 
stantly codperated with the informal group 
on staff associations that sponsored round 
table meetings at the Richmond and New 
York City conferences, and has encouraged 
them to set up on a permanent basis under 


A. L. A. guidance. 


Civil Service 


As Mr. Etzkorn had been chairman of the 
Civil Service Relations Committee last year, 
he continued to handle for the new com- 
mittee civil service matters which came to 
its attention. The results of a question- 
naire showed evidence that libraries must 
set up national and state classification and 
pay plans immediately, in order that they 
may have such schemes adapted to library 
needs to present to state and municipal offi- 
cials who are advocating civil service for 
all departments of government. 


Classification and Pay Plans 


As several state and city governments are 
already working out classification and pay 
plans for all branches of government, and as 
several state library associations and indi- 
vidual libraries have drawn up similar plans, 
it is essential that the 1934 report of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Schemes of Library 
Service be revised, and that as the need for 
this material is great, the work be a major 
activity for the committee for the year 1937- 
38. It is planned to approach the Execu- 
tive Board with a request for funds, to 
make possible a meeting of the committee 
next fall which can be entirely devoted to a 
discussion of a scheme of classification and 
pay plans. 


Unemployment 


A report on unemployment was made by 
the committee at the Midwinter conference. 
This report was printed in summary in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, January, 1937, page 39; 
and printed in its entirety in the Library 
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Journal, February 1, 1937, page 118. 
Thirty-five library schools reported that only 
578 students who have completed at least 
a full year’s study were unemployed and 
seeking positions on November 1, 1936; 
this is, roughly, 5 per cent of the graduates 
that the schools reported as “active librari- 
ans.” The peak of unemployment was 
reached in 1933, when 1,590 were so reported 
by thirty-one library schools. 

It seemed to the committee that as con- 
ditions of unemployment were decidedly im- 
proved, it was not necessary to make an un- 
employment report annually. When con- 
sulted, the American Association of Library 
Schools agreed with the committee that it 
should not be necessary to make such re- 
ports at less than three-year intervals. 


Cost of Living 


Convinced that the nation is entering a 
period of steadily higher costs of living, the 
committee authorized a cost of living survey 
as a useful means of convincing trustees and 
administrators that library salaries must be 
increased in proportion to the cost of living. 
A questionnaire covering the individual ex- 
penses and the cost of living was sent to 
approximately 15 per cent of the members 
of the Association now engaged in library 
work. The first six members listed on each 
page of the 1936 Handbook were asked to 
supply information, and, in addition, certain 
others were included, in order that all 
classes and types of libraries, all areas of 
the country, and all grades of service might 
be represented. The response was gratify- 
ing and some work has already been done 
in working over the figures. A preliminary 
report was made by Miss Hodges at the 
opening meeting of the committee at the 
New York conference, June 22. The com- 
mittee hopes to make a further report with- 
in the next few months. It is the belief of 
the committee that similar cost of living 
surveys should be made by state library as- 
sociations and by smaller groups. 


Personnel Committees of State Library 
Associations 


The following resolution, passed by the 
A. L. A. Committee on Salaries, Staff, and 


603 


Service, was printed in the Bulletin, March, 
1937, pages 182-83: 

“Whereas, The A. L. A. Committee on 
Salaries, Staff, and Service believes that the 
welfare of librarians is of prime importance 
to the library profession and should there- 
fore be given utmost consideration, not only 
by the A. L. A., but also by state and other 
library associations, the Committee on Sal- 
aries, Staff, and Service earnestly requests 
each state library association to appoint and 
encourage actively a personnel committee 
or committees dealing with salaries, work- 
ing conditions, staff welfare, and other 
phases of personnel; to provide a place on 
the program for the discussion of personnel 
matters at each annual state meeting; and 
to send representatives of its personnel com- 
mittee or committees to attend and to par- 
ticipate actively in the meeting on personnel 
problems to be sponsored by the A. L. A. 
Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service 
at each annual A. L. A. conference.” 

At both the midwinter and the annual 
conference of the A. L. A., the committee 
sponsored a meeting with representatives 
from state associations. These meetings 
served both as a clearing house for informa- 
tion as to what is being done in various 
states in personnel matters and as a stimulus 
in the appointment of personnel committees 
by state associations. 


Tenure 


The A. L. A. Executive Board definitely 
assigned to this committee the investigation 
of matters of tenure. During the year, a 
number of difficult cases came to the atten- 
tion of the committee. In some instances, 
the situation did not justify action by the 
committee, but in a number of cases the 
committee made protests and suggestions in 
an effort to influence the appointment of 
well qualified librarians. 

At the New Brunswick (N.J.) Public 
Library after a trained librarian had been 
forced out, there seemed to be danger of 
the appointment of a man with neither 
training nor experience to fit him for the 
position. A protest by the committee to 
individual members of the library board 
and to the local newspaper probably helped 
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to bring about the decision of the board to 
appoint only a trained librarian. 

Considerable publicity was given to a tele- 
gram of protest sent to Governor N. G. 
Kraschel, of Iowa, for his action in throwing 
the state library into politics by appointing, 
for political reasons, a librarian with no 
previous library experience. 

Nation-wide interest has been excited by 
the dismissal of Philip O. Keeney from the 
University of Montana after six years of 
service. The A. L. A. Committee on Sal- 
aries, Staff, and Service sent a letter of pro- 
test to President G. F. Simmons, of the 
University of Montana, saying, in part: 

“It appears to us, from the evidence in 
our hands, that Mr. Keeney has not had a 
fair and impartial hearing. 

“In view of the widespread interest in 
the case, particularly among members of 
the American Library Association, the com- 
mittee strongly urges that a hearing be 
accorded Mr. Keeney, the adequacy of which 
cannot be questioned. Such a_ hearing 
should give Mr. Keeney the opportunity to 
answer all charges made against him.” 

It is the feeling of the committee that 
personnel committees of state associations 
can be of untold assistance to the A. L. A. 
committee in handling questions of tenure, 
as their geographical location makes it pos- 
sible in most instances to ascertain the facts 
in each particular case, and their proximity 
allows them to determine whether or not 
the national committee should carry on a 
more detailed and thorough investigation. 
The committee believes that a national com- 
mittee on tenure can often give support to a 
state or other local committee, and that there 
will be some cases where it would be only 
the national committee that would be able 
to take a strong stand. Some members of 
the Association have questioned the advis- 
ability of a national committee of the 
A. L. A. mixing in local affairs to protest 
either against the discharge of a librarian 
or the appointment of one without sufficient 
training and experience. To make sure that 
the Association in general would approve 
the committee continuing to investigate 
questions of tenure, the matter was pre- 
sented to the Council in New York, and 
the Council definitely voted that the 
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A. L. A. Committee on Salaries, Staff, and 
Service continue to investigate matters of 
tenure and that state associations be urged 
to appoint similar state committees to work 
with the national Association. 

The committee feels that it should stress 
its conviction that without funds to make 
a proper investigation, it is impossible for 
any A. L. A. committee to handle matters 
of tenure at all adequately. 

The members of the committee have been: 
Ralph M. Dunbar, Leo R. Etzkorn, Bernice 
E. Hodges, and Lucy L. Morgan. 

Pau NortnH Rice, Chairman 
Haze B. TIMMERMAN, Executive 
Assistant 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP 


See pages 536-40. 


SUBSCRIPTION Books 


The chief task of the Committee on Sub- 
scription Books is reviewing subscription sets 
and publishing the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin. Increasingly, however, the committee 
has come to operate as a kind of information 
bureau on matters pertaining to subscription 
books in answer to inquiries from librarians, 
school superintendents, better business 
bureaus, and laymen. Much of this cor- 
respondence is handled by the headquarters 
office, but considerable remains for the com- 
mittee itself. Under the present organiza- 
tion of this work, it is extremely difficult for 
the committee and the headquarters office to 
handle the correspondence and also to per- 
form properly their routine duties in connec- 
tion with the preparation and publication of 
the Bulletin. The committee asks the co- 
operation of librarians in helping to reduce 
the number of such inquiries so far as pos- 
sible. 

A change has been made this year in the 
mechanical preparation of reviews. Instead 
of the chairman attending to the mimeo- 
graphing and mailing of copies of reviews 
to committee members, the headquarters 
office is now doing so, thus relieving the 
chairman of much time-consuming routine. 
The hearty codperation and assistance of the 
editor of publications and his staff, at all 
times, is most gratefully acknowledged. 

The need for a meeting of the full com- 
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mittee, to discuss matters of policy and pro- 
cedure, has been keenly felt, particularly by 
the chairman, but, with the members so 
widely scattered over the United States and 
Canada, it has been impossible, even at the 
annual conference. 

A new development in the subscription 
book field this past year, which has brought 
many inquiries and entailed much corre- 
spondence, is the sale of cheap sets of ency- 
clopedias, as premiums, through newspapers 
and stores. 

One cannot but appreciate, and feel great- 
ly encouraged by, the fine service many 
librarians are performing in their communi- 
ties, in checking objectionable activities of 
unscrupulous firms and salesmen, by giving 
publicity to such trade practices and advis- 
ing people to investigate before buying. It 
is hoped that their example will stimulate 
other librarians to do similar work in their 
communities. 

Better business bureaus in various cities 
and the Federal Trade Commission are per- 
forming important civic service by investigat- 
ing and curbing unfair trade practices in the 
matter of subscription books. A _ setback, 
which we hope will be only temporary, was 
experienced by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion this past year. By a decision of the 
United States Court of Appeals in New 
York, the clause of the commission’s order 
forbidding representation that a set is given 
free, and only the extension service is paid 
for, was reversed. 

A matter of concern to the committee is 
the frequent, but seemingly unavoidable, de- 
lay in the prompt reviewing of books in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. This seems 
largely incident to the procedure fol- 
lowed in preparing and editing the re- 
views, which, however, seems as good 
a plan as can be effected under the present 
method of publishing the Bulletin. Each re- 
view, prepared by one or more members of 
the committee, is sent to the chairman for 
editing. The chairman then forwards the 
review to headquarters where it is mimeo- 
graphed and mailed to the committee. Com- 
mittee members, in turn, send their amended 
copies to the chairman, who, on the basis of 
their suggestions and criticisms, prepares the 
final copy and forwards it to headquarters, 
to be put in type. Proof is then mailed to 
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the committee. When the chairman has re- 
ceived corrections or approval, the final ap- 
proved copy is sent to headquarters for 
printing. Correspondence with publishers 
concerning publications for review is very 
properly carried on by the headquarters 
staff. This necessitates, however, much cor- 
respondence, with accompanying delays, be- 
tween the chairman and headquaters. 

As can readily be seen, much time is con- 
sumed by this procedure. The members of 
the committee are all busy people, engaged in 
full-time positions, and committee work 
must at times be delayed, even when, as 
often happens, it is done at the expense of 
their leisure time. 

Much more effective work and a conse- 
quent saving of time and effort would result 
if the editing of the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin could be carried on at headquarters, 
even though the reviewing might still be 
done coédperatively, to represent the opinions 
of librarians at work in the field. During 
the years since the organization of the com- 
mittee, considerable information of value in 
answering inquiries has accumulated in the 
chairman’s files. These might well be 
housed as a permanent information file at 
headquarters. It is recommended that the 
editing of the Subscription Books Bulletin 
be made a headquarters project and that an 
editor be appointed who can give full-time 
to this work. 

With the publication of the October, 1937, 
issue, the Subscription Books Bulletin will 
have completed its eighth volume. This 
number will include the cumulative index for 
volumes five through eight. It is then 
planned to begin the index anew with volume 
nine. 

The members of the committee are: Doro- 
thy M. Black, Eugenia Brunot, Agnes C. 
Hansen, Marion Horton, Charles M. 
Mohrhardt, Florence B. Murray, Russell J. 
Schunk, Elizabeth Scripture, Wilma L. Shel- 
ton, and Florence J. Williams. 


Masset L. Conat, Chairman 


UNIFORM STATISTICAL REPORT Forms 


The objective of the Committee on Uni- 
form Statistical Report Forms, appointed by 
the Council at the Richmond meeting, has 
been to devise forms which could be used 
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jointly by the American Library Association, 
the state library extension agencies, and the 
Library Service Division of the United 
States Office of Education in the gathering 
of essential and adequate library statistics. 
By the use of such forms, the committee 
hopes that a more complete coverage of our 
libraries will be possible; that the figures 
obtained will be on a more comparable basis; 
and that a saving of time and work will be 
effected for the library administrator, in that 
all statistics may be supplied at one time in 
triplicate instead of at various times during 
the year. 

After a consideration of the problem, the 
committee decided that a separate form 
would be needed for public libraries and 
for other types of libraries such as institu- 
tions of higher education, schools, etc. This 
year, although some consideration was given 
to the college and university form, the com- 
mittee concentrated on the public library 
blank. In its work, the committee has had 
the benefit of the activity started last year 
by a committee of the League of Library 
Commissions under the chairmanship of Paul 
A. T. Noon, State Library, Columbus, Ohio. 

Following a series of meetings and con- 
ferences, the committee decided upon a ten- 
tative blank with definitions. This was sent 
out for criticism and suggestions to certain 
groups, committees, and individuals inter- 
ested in this problem of adequate library 
statistics. The excellent response enabled 
the committee to decide upon certain dele- 
tions and modifications in the proposed form. 
Since the criticisms ranged from complaints 
that the tentative blank was too detailed, 
to objections that it was not detailed enough, 
the committee has settled upon the policy of 
constructing a blank which would contain 
the basic data common to all public libraries 
and of providing supplementary sheets for 
such items as did not apply to all libraries, 
regardless of size. 

Along with the problem of the construc- 
tion of a form, the committee has been faced 
with the need of considering the practical 
details involved in the distribution and col- 
lection of special blanks. In this connection, 
the response of the state library extension 
agencies to our inquiry about codperation 
has been very encouraging. Only three of 
the agencies stated that they could not use 
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such a proposed blank and even these ex- 
pressed sympathy with the endeavor. There 
are, of course, numerous mechanical difficul- 
ties yet to be adjusted, but it is hoped that 
when the new Library Service Division ac- 
tually begins functioning, many of these 
practical difficulties will be solved. 

The end of the present year finds the Com- 
mittee on Uniform Statistical Report Forms 
ready with a public library blank to recom- 
mend for trial on a nation-wide scale, with 
the codperation of the state library extension 
agencies, the Library Service Division, and 
the American Library Association. At the 
American Library Association conference in 
New York, the committee recommended to, 
and had approved by, the Executive Board, 
a plan of action for getting the use of the 
blank in actual operation. It is the aim of 
the committee to have the proposed public 
library form used during 1938 in the collec- 
tion of 1937 statistics from public libraries. 

The committee for this year has been com- 
posed of a representative from each of the 
following: Committee on Library Adminis- 
tration, Committee on Salaries, Staff, and 
Service, College Library Advisory Board, 
League of Library Commissions, and Na- 
tional Association of State Libraries. Wil- 
liam H. Clift, as executive assistant of the 
committee, rendered valuable service to the 
progress of the work. Unfortunately, since 
the new Library Service Division had not 
been organized, no representative was ap- 
pointed from that unit. The national phase 
of the problem was represented, however, 
through the temporary assignment of Mr. 
Clift to the Office of Education and through 
conferences with Carleton B. Joeckel, chair- 
man of the Federal Relations Committee, 
and Emery M. Foster, chief statistician of 
the Office of Education. 

Members of the committee are: William 
J. Hamilton, Guy R. Lyle, and Paul A. T. 
Noon. 


RatpH M. Dunsar, Chairman 


Union CatTAtLoc oF LATIN-AMERICAN 
Books 


The Committee on a Union Catalog of 
Latin-American Books held several in- 
formal meetings during the year, attended 
by those members living in or near Wash- 
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ington. With the codperation of members 
of the committee appointed by the Inter- 
American Bibliographical and Library Asso- 
ciation for that purpose, tentative plans were 
made for a Latin-American catalog as a part 
of the Union Catalog of the Library of 
Congress. 

An attempt was made to hold a formal 
meeting of the committee at the American 
Library Association conference in New York 
City last June, but illness of members, or 
absence due to other reasons, prevented a 
quorum. 

George A. Schwegmann, Jr., director of 
the Union Catalog, Library of Congress, 
was appointed to fill the vacancy in the 
membership of the committee occasioned by 
the death of Ernest Kletsch. 

In summary, very little can be done by our 
committee until funds to cover the expense 
are forthcoming. It is hoped that we may 
soon be able to interest some foundation or 
library benefactor in this project, thus secur- 
ing the necessary funds which have been 
budgeted at about $20,000. It is hoped also 
that the growing interest in union catalogs, 
as indicated by William Warner Bishop, 
University of Michigan Library, in his arti- 
cle in The Library Quarterly, January, 1937, 
will awaken interest in our own particular 
project in that field. 

Members of the committee are: George A. 
Schwegmann, Jr., Janeiro V. Brooks, Don- 
ald Coney, Annita M. Ker, Harry M. 
Lydenberg, and Nathan van Patten. 


Joun T. Vance, Chairman 


UNION List oF SERIALS 


The committee on the revised edition of 
the Union List of Serials was appointed so 
late in the year that it was unable to meet 
until the time of the New York conference. 
It can consequently do no more than to re- 
port progress. 

Members of the committee are: Robert 
Bingham Downs, Nathan van Patten, 
Helmer L. Webb and Wyllis E. Wright. 


James THAYER GEROULD, Chairman 


VisuaL MetuHops 
No report. 


WorK WITH THE BLIND 


The most important activity of this com- 
mittee during the past year has been its 
efforts toward the passage of a bill before 
congress, which increased the appropriation 
for the manufacture of “Talking Book” 
records from $75,000 to $175,000 annually. 
This bill was sponsored by Robert Irwin, 
director, American Foundation for the Blind. 
The need for this increased appropriation 
has been acutely felt for many months by 
all librarians engaged in work with the blind, 
as there were by June, 1937, 15,000 “Talk- 
ing Book” machines manufactured and dis- 
tributed to the blind of the United States. 
The small appropriation available for rec- 
ords made it impossible to supply this rapid- 
ly increasing group of borrowers. Your 
committee believes that this increased ap- 
propriation will do much toward furnishing 
an adequate number of titles in this new 
and very popular medium. 

Use of “Talking Book” records has caused 
other problems during the past year, the 
most acute of which has been finding titles to 
suggest to Martin A. Roberts, director, Proj- 
ect for the Blind, Library of Congress. Mr. 
Roberts has requested the codperation of the 
members of this committee in selecting titles 
to be reproduced, but since the publishers as 
a whole are unwilling to have books on 
which they hold the copyright put on “Talk- 
ing Book” records without payment of the 
usual royalties, only the selection of older 
titles has been possible in most instances. 
This is a very serious situation, and can be 
rectified only by a change in attitude on the 
part of publishers. 

Within the last few months, it has begun 
to be apparent that readers of braille are 
also beginning to use the “Talking Book” 
machine. This creates a new problem, since 
in the early months it appeared that readers 
of braille would not be willing to change 
to the new method. The greatest overlap- 
ping between borrowers of raised type and of 
records is among those borrowers who read 
Moon type. This type has been taught only 
to older people and is a very slow system, 
so that most Moon readers are glad to take 
advantage of a simpler way of reading. 

The plan for dividing the United States 
into zones or districts, each to be served by 
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a specific distributing library, has been com- 
pleted by Mr. Roberts, and has been par- 
tially in effect during the last year. Some 
of the libraries have transferred all of the 
borrowers on their lists, who did not come 
within their new territory, to the distributing 
library which should serve them. It is still 
too soon to know how this will work in 
actual practice, but it is already apparent 
that much more use will need to be made of 
interlibrary loan. Another new develop- 
ment, as yet in the experimental stage, has 
been the creation of special collections, on 
subjects of interest to a comparatively small 
group of people, in eight libraries strategical- 
ly located. The collection of law books is 
the first of these. 

The committee has received many specific 
questions from the more recently created 
United States distributing libraries as well as 
from a librarian in Norway, who is inter- 
ested in starting service for the blind in that 
country. We believe it would be useful to 
compile and print a statement of the custom- 
ary routine in use in libraries for the blind, 
to answer questions about cataloging pro- 
cedure, length of issue, book selection, use of 
a catalog rather than a library card, and 
many other practices in work with the blind 
which differ from those in use by other de- 
partments of the library. 

The annual statistical report of libraries 
for the blind is printed on the preceding 
pages. The figures this year are unusually 
difficult to use, since there has been no uni- 
formity in keeping statistics relative to 
“Talking Book” issue. There are approxi- 
mately twelve records in one box, and in 
those instances where librarians have kept a 
record of the number of records issued, their 
figures, to be comparable to those using the 
case or box as the basis of count must be di- 
vided by twelve. A definite effort is being 
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made to establish the case as the basis of 
count for all libraries for the coming year. 
Members of the committee are: Lucy A. 
Goldthwaite, Mary J. Heenan, Helga Lende, 

E. M. Peterson, and Irma M. Schoepfiin. 
Mart. K. Stark, Chairman 


WorK WITH THE ForEIGN Born 


The Committee on Work with the For- 
eign Born has answered numerous requests 
for assistance in selecting and purchasing 
foreign books, especially in the less known 
languages. Much more should be done with 
the so-called minor-language group. The 
greatest difficulty lies in locating people, 
either in or outside the profession, who have 
the time to devote to these problems. 

This year two foreign lists were printed in 
the Booklist: one on French books and the 
other on Serbo-Croatian. During the com- 
ing year, with the twice-a-month appearance 
of the Booklist, a more ambitious program 
for printing foreign lists is under way. 

Reports from schools and colleges, on the 
enrollment of students in foreign language 
courses, have been followed with keen inter- 
est, and the increased enrollment promises 
well for continued progress in this cultural 
development. 

Requests for technical dictionaries in for- 
eign languages are more frequent than ever, 
the need being especially marked in airplane 
manufacturing and oil engineering. Existing 
dictionaries are not adequate, with the rapid 
growth of these industries. 

Members of the committee who attended 
the New York conference were: Mrs. 
Josephine B. Bernhard, Harland Carpenter, 
Abram B. Korman, Edla M. Laurson, and 
Maud I. Stull. Those unable to attend 
were: Edna M. Little, Alice V. McGrath, 
Irma M. Walker, and the chairman. 

Marcaret G. HicKMAN, Chairman 
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BOOKS 


Suggested by the Booklist Staff 
Animal Treasure 


I. T. SANDERSON } 
Observations of the little-known wild life of the African jungle. 


The Horse and Buggy Age in New England 
EDWIN VALENTINE MITCHELL 
Reminiscences of the days before the automobile had superseded the horse. 


New Mexico’s Own Chronicle 
MAURICE GARLAND FULTON, Editor _ 
An anthology of historical writings about New Mexico. 


400 Million Customers 
CARL CROW 
“The experiences—some happy, some sad, of an American in China, and 


| what they taught him.”—Subtitle. 





Katrina 
SALLY SALMINEN 
Katrina was a humble peasant woman whose hard life in the Aland Islands 
makes a moving story. 
Death in Dublin 
FRANK O'CONNOR 


A history of Michael Collins’ part in the 1916 rebellion and in the building 
of the new state. 


Witch in the Wilderness 
DESMOND HOLDRIDGE 


Melodramatic story of a ship’s crew and passengers stranded in a South 
river. 


Goliath; the March of Fascism 
GIUSEPPE ANTONIO BORGESE 
The historic background of the fascist regime in Italy and the spread of 
fascism in the world. 
. Sally Lunn 
LEO WALMSLEY 
The story of a feud between two fishing families on the English coast. 
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WHERE THERE'S A WILL 


is Suggested Form of Bequest to the ALA. 
(Covering Three Alternatives 


HEREBY give, devise, and bequeath to the Ameri- 
can Library Association, a charitable and educational 
association organized under the laws of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and the executive offices whereof are 


located in the City of Chicago, Illinois, the sum of 





a. which sum shall be used for the general purposes of 
said Association; 


b. which sum shall be added to and become a part of the 
general endowment fund of said Association; 

¢. which sum shall be used by said Association preferably 
for the following purposes: 

(Here insert the specific purpose such as library work with 

- children, adult education, library extension, etc.) 











